AN ORDER FOR THE CLOSING OF A METHODIST CHURCH
THE GATHERING OF THE PEOPLE OF GOD
1. The Presiding Minister says:
In Christ we are joined together and grow into the holy temple of the Lord; In Christ we are built together into the dwelling place of God.
On __________ the people of God gathered and filled this place, _______ Methodist Church and it was a special day. As we celebrate worship here for the last time on _______ some ____years later let us enter with full hearts of thanksgiving for the gifts of God and the beacon of God’s grace that this place has been.
2. HYMN  #39 Angel Voices
3.    PRAYERS OF THANKSGIVING

A person from the congregation would be placed around the building as the following prayers are led from various places. Before each prayer a memory or memories may be shared of an event in the life of the building and its congregation. (Maybe a symbol or something can be left/placed)
At the Door...            (Cups & Saucers)
Welcoming God, we give thanks for all those who have encountered your presence in this place, for all those who have discovered your love shown to us through Jesus Christ. God of hospitality:

We give you our thanks.

In the Aisle...           (Shoes)
Uniting God, we give thanks for all who have stood before you and pledged themselves to each other, for new relationships celebrated and new families created. God of joy:

We give you our thanks.

At the organ, music stands, or second lectern...      (A Piece of Music)
Encouraging God, we give thanks for the worship that has been offered here, for the ways in which your praise has been proclaimed and your love lifted high in our hearts, and for all those who have enabled worship in this place. God of celebration: 

We give you our thanks.

At the Pew...          (Pew Bible)
Almighty God, here in this place, you gathered us as your Church and poured into our hearts your love through your preached Word, sung hymns, and lessons from the Prophets and Disciples. You lifted our sorrows each week and made us glad in our celebrations.  We praise and thank you for our fellowship and your love, for our meetings and shared meals, for our ministry and our mission, and for all that you have been for us and with us in our life together.
We give you our thanks.

At the Font...             (Baptism Candle) 
Transforming God, we give thanks for all those who have entered the Church through the waters of Baptism, for those who have received the gift of new life through the promise of the Holy Spirit. God of new life:

We give you our thanks.

At the Memorial...      (Medals)
Comforting God, we give thanks for all who have joined the Company of Heaven, whose memory we still cherish, whose love still inspires us. God of peace:

We give you our thanks.

At the Pulpit or Lectern...   (Book of Wesley Sermons) 
Inspiring God, we give thanks for your Living Word proclaimed from this place over the generations, your Word that informs our thinking and motivates our living, and for all those who have preached in this place. God of grace:

We give you our thanks.

At the Communion Table...      (Communion)
Tangible God, we give thanks for all the ways in which you have come to us and for your means of grace made known especially through gifts of bread and wine, your body and your blood. God of love:

We give you our thanks. Amen.
(We bring all these elements up to the communion table)

ALL JOIN TOGETHER IN SAYING THE LORD’S PRAYER
4. HYMN

5. PRAYER OF ADORATION  
Eternal God, Creator of time and space, beginning and end of all things; you have been with us in all that is past: to you be glory forever!
Loving God, Saviour of the world, the Way, the Truth and the Life; you are with us as we gather today: to you be glory forever!
Sustaining God, Spirit of renewal and inspirer of faith; you will be with us as we go from this place: to you be glory forever!
Holy God, Father, Son and Holy Spirit, you are with us always: to you be glory forever!
Lord God, whose Son was made the Cornerstone of a temple made of living stones, as we move on from this place may we so live our lives that they might shout aloud of your grace and love, through Jesus Christ, your Son our Lord, who is alive and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God now and forever. Amen.
6. THE STORY OF THE COMMUNITY IN THIS PLACE IS TOLD. TESTIMONIES MAY  

    ALSO BE GIVEN.  
7. THE MINISTRY OF THE WORD
Two or three readings from scripture.
8. SERMON
7.  HYMN
8.  PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 
HAVE A (PAST) MINISTER/LAY PERSON/CIRCUIT STEWARD

Let us pray to the Father, through the Son, in the power of the Spirit:
Living God, your Spirit came as wind and fire upon the apostles, bringing the Church to birth and empowering it for mission and service: pour out your Spirit on all who seek your will, on all gathered here, on the churches of our circuit and area...
May we be blessed anew for the work you set before us.
O Lord, the Giver of Life, receive our prayer.
Living God, through the breath of your being you brought all creation to birth: pour out your Spirit on all the nations and their leaders... May all people be inspired into the ways of justice and peace, that the hungry may be fed, the homeless find a welcome and the oppressed be brought to liberty and fullness of life.
May we always care for the marginalized and oppressed

O Lord, the Giver of Life, receive our prayer.
Living God, you anointed your Son Jesus Christ to bring sight to the blind, hearing to the deaf, and healing to the sick and the sorrowing:
pour out your Holy Spirit on all those who suffer, those who are filled with anxiety and all who need our prayers...
May they know your comfort and grace.
O Lord, the Giver of Life, receive our prayer.
Living God, you raised Christ from the dead: pour out your Holy Spirit upon us as we rejoice in that which has been, and grieve at that which will be lost, and look in hope for what is yet to come, may we know the assurance of eternal life and the strength of the fellowship of all the saints.
O Lord, the Giver of Life, receive our prayer. Amen
9. HYMN  #770 Go Forth And Tell (H&P)
During this hymn appropriate items, such as the communion vessels, the lectern Bible, the font, the baptism and/or wedding registers and other symbols of the life and fellowship of the church may be processed out of the building as signs of the life of the church continuing elsewhere. 
10 BLESSING        The Lord Bless You And Keep You  John Rutter
11. DISMISSAL
The presiding minister says:
We go in peace for God's Spirit dwells in us.
We will be a temple of God wherever we go.
