Guidance for Registering Churches and
Circuits with the Charity Commission -
Part 1

Introduction

0.1 Application of this Guidance
This guidance is designed to demonstrate the process of registration with the Charity Commission for

local churches and circuits within the legal jurisdiction of England and Wales who have a gross annual
income over £100,000

Registration of any newly formed local churches and circuits in in the jurisdiction of Scotland is
performed through the Office of the Scottish Charity Registrar, all Methodist charities which currently
exist are already registered.

For local churches in the Isle of Man please find the charity registration pack here. This pack requires
less information than the Charity Commission but does not request information that is not sought in
England and Wales, please use the contents of this guidance to form a template for answers in your
application. Fill in the pack and post it to the address provided.

For local churches and circuits in the Bailiwick of Guernsey separate registration requirements apply,
please see the website of the Guernsey Registry. The Guernsey Registry requires the same basic

information as the Isle of Man.

There is no charity registrar, commission or equivalent body for the Bailiwick of Jersey and as such
there is no need to register as a charity in Jersey.

In Malta there is a simple process for applying to be recorded as a voluntary organisation. Please use
this form. A separate guidance note is available here.

0.2 Before you begin

0.2.1 Meet

It will be prudent to discuss registration with the Charity Commission with the whole of the Church
Council or Circuit Meeting. A small group should be appointed to oversee the registration with one
person being responsible for actually completing the form or a member of staff can fulfil the
administrative task of completing the form under the guidance of the small group.

0.2.2 Reading
Every member of the Church Council and Circuit meeting need to have read the following Charity
Commission Guidance:

e Charities: How to Protect Vulnerable Groups and Children — use this link

e Finding new trustees: What Charities need to know - cc30
e Public Benefit: Running a Charity — PB2
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https://www.gov.uk/government/organisations/charity-commission
http://www.oscr.org.uk/
https://www.gov.im/lib/docs/registries/courts/registrationinfpack_latest.pdf
http://www.guernseyregistry.com/article/112911/Do-I-need-to-register-a-Charity-or-Non-Profit-organisation-
https://www.gov.mt/en/Services-And-Information/eforms/Documents/eForms%20PDF/MJDF/CVO/Voluntary_Organisation_Enrolment_Application.pdf
http://www.methodist.org.uk/ministers-and-office-holders/finance-and-treasurers/charity-registration
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/charities-how-to-protect-vulnerable-groups-including-children
https://www.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/488389/cc30_lowink.pdf
https://www.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/448882/pb2_running_a_charity.pdf

0.3 What is included within Gross Annual Income?
Gross Annual Income is calculated in relation to the previous tax year. (The Tax year for the Methodist

churches, circuits and districts is the same as the connexional year, from 1%t September to the next
31°* August.

Gross annual income includes, but is not limited to:

e Donations e Gift Aid Income
e Bequests e Gifts and Donations from building
o  Weekly Giving schemes (where applicable)

e Rental Income

The Following are not considered to be income:

e Loans Received by the Charity e Monies received from the sale of
e Loan repayments made to the Charity property, investments or other capitol
e Any receipt from endowment funds. assets.

0.4 Trustee Eligibility Declaration Forms

In order to complete the registration it will be necessary for all members to complete and sign a
trustee eligibility declaration form. Practically this form should be signed before you commence the
registration process.

Forms are available here.

A trustee eligibility declaration form is a legally binding statement in which a trustee confirms that he
or sheis over the age of 18 and is fit to serve as a charity trustee. It is necessary to thoroughly complete
the form.

You will need to attach a signed copy of the trustee eligibility declaration form in stage 8 of the
application process. See part 8.2 of this guidance from page 37.

0.5 - Interpretation
This guidance document is designed to be used by both church councils and circuit meetings intending
to register as charities in England and Wales.

The word “Charity” is used interchangeably to refer to both a circuit and a local church.
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http://www.methodist.org.uk/ministers-and-office-holders/finance-and-treasurers/charity-registration

How to Register with the Charity Commission

Stage 1 - Sign In & Commencing the Application
1.1 Signing in
In order to register with the Charity Commission you will need to go to the Charity Commission

Registration Form web page. Doing so will bring up the following web page:

% GOV.UK Apply to register a charity

=13 W This is a new service - your feedback will help us to improve it.

Please log on to the system:

Email address

Password

Forgotten your password?

Register As New User

Change Registration Details

Cancel

If you already have an account with the Charity Commission you should sign in typing your email
address and password into the text boxes. (Skip ahead to 1.2)

OR

If you have not created an account before you will need to click on the [Register as new user] link.
Selecting this link will bring up the following page:

Your Details

Thank you for deciding to start a new account. We just need a few extra details

before proceeding.

Please enter your email

address

Cancel
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https://apps.charitycommission.gov.uk/officeforms/RegistrationLanding.ofml
https://apps.charitycommission.gov.uk/officeforms/RegistrationLanding.ofml

If you have an email address dedicated to your position in the church or circuit insert that email
address. Alternatively if the local church or circuit has its own email address use that address. If there
is no email address for the charity or for your position within the charity use a personal email address.

You will be sent to a confirmation page. This page will tell you that an email has been sent to you
providing you login details.

e Check your emails to confirm receipt of this email and make a note of the password,
or copy it. The confirmation email may be caught by anti-virus software or may be
sent to a “Junk” or “SPAM” box.

e C(Click [Okay] on the confirmation webpage and you will be returned to the initial sign
in page.

e Sign in using your email address and new password.

1.2 Welcome Page

Depending on the time of year you may be directed to a temporary page. The temporary page looks
like:

Apply to register a charity

poe Tandbank v Tel=phone A=

EIREY s is 2 nawsanie

Spell Check  Frinlacopy  Sign oul
Introduction

~ Introduction

Apowt charkty

About this service

FE—— Ve this sersice to apply fo rogister:

Pubslie benefit = anew English or Welsh charity with the Charity Commission

Droparty = anew charlty that willreplace an existing registered charity in England or Wales
Cantactinfs

The arganization must already be set up (A (unle: T, Onee yau submit yaur

Trustes details

applicatizn, yeull get a decision within 2 waelkes unl tizn't aemplated properly or thie
Raguintors commision nesds Lo sk lonnore inlormation,
Finmncs
Cannectians Yoar answers are autamatically seeed as you compleate the applicaticn. You can sawe and
Risks raturn ta thie application later i©yow need to,
Dealaration

Information needed

Befora you start, maka surs you hawve PRE copies of

= the crganisation's governing document {2y ite constitution]

= & busles dedaralion lerin [ =iped by all Lhe organizalion's Liusless

= yaur latest accounts (if applicabla)

Nepending on yaur application, youmay also need PNFs of:

= proof the arganizatieon's income is over E5,000 (eq bank statements or funding

Affers)

incss plan

o o wae the name (0 appdicable )
= mimuizs ol mestings
= evidence of how the crganisation benedits the public

* lease dacuments far the crganisation’s progarty

+ acertificate of incorporation & a comeany {from Companies House)

= any palicies the arganisation has, &g a grant-making policy

Sawa & ot

A3
T o Ay
L=

OGL i cantent i avadable indar tha Open Gaveenment Lisanss v3.0, sl mherm othermios stated £ Crcwan copiTiaht

Charity Comenssion's pri ey wnd data managamant notic can be ko und b

4
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It is advised that you read any appropriate guidance, if you know that you are obliged to register click
[Continue]. If you do not need to register close the window and not to register.

1.3 Starting Your Application

If you have previously registered a local church or circuit or if you have started an application
previously, more than one entry will appear in the grid at the bottom of the page. Click on the relevant
application or if a new application, or click [Start] in the Column “Add a new Application for
Registration...”

i3 GOV.UK Apply to register a charity

m Thiz iz 2 new zervice - youwr feedback will help us bo improwe
Wielsh wersion  Signoul

Charity registration service

e regisiralion servics is currenily very busy which is allecling the Limeliness of our respomse. Please alp o Lo

rieaboe an early decision by reading cur guidance (13 and reaking a compleis and delailed spplication.

Start new application ta register a chariby

Your existing applications
1=} Ovjamisation Status of anplzatien Date of deletian
GOAM4Gs Ml subimil sl Q5 Auy 2006

Lazt oponcd 09 FMay 2016 EEETDE LE=Ez

Yeour application will be deleted after 3 months of no changes. Submitted applications are removed 6 maonths
after they were submitted.

5 2 ﬁ
&g‘ éﬁﬁﬂ
. . T o
Charfty Commilssion's privacy ond ca%a management notice can bz found bere -t
OGL /ul contant bz avallable under the Dpen GSovernment Licenoe vA.0, except where othorwize stated & Lrown copyriant

Read the page you are brought to; this provides vital information about your application and provides
details of how you may log back in and resume your application if you chose to stop and return to it
later.

Charity Commission Registration Guidance



i GOV.UK Apply to register a charity

mThl:|=:|nc'.'.'s:'\ll:c-'_':mrh:c\::u:knlllh:{pu: ko imprcoee ik Tal & Aasiatancs

Spell Check  Print acopy  Sign out

Introduction

e u e din
v About this service
Az =By
Incomes Use Lhis service Lo apply Lo regisler:
Classification * anew English aor Walsh charity with the Charity Commizsion
Public benedit = a new charity that will replace an existing registered charity in Fogland or Wales
Property ' ' .
The organisation must already be set up_pydunless itis a GO Once you submit your
ind
Contact info application, you'll el a dedc T N 2 weeeks unless il isn'l oompleled progerly o Lhe
Trustee detalls cammission naeds to ask for more information,
Regulators
Finanze Y¥our answers are automatically saved as you comglete the apglication. You can save and
Cennecticra relunn Lo L 2 Calion Lales il you meed Lo,
Rizhz
Drectaration Infermation needed
Belore youw slarl, make sure you have PUF cogbes of:
« the organisation's gouerning docisment (g its constitution)
= atrusts “laraticn form g signed by all the srganisation's trustees
» your lalesl accounls [if applicable})
Depending onyour application, you may alse need POEs of:
+ proof the srganisation’s income (s over £5,000 (en bank statemants or funding
offers)
+ a husineszs plan
+ parmnission touse the name (if applizable)
* minutes of meetings
» avidence of haow the organisatian benefits the public
= les documents for the orga inn's property
v acarlilcale of wrporalion as & company oo Companies House)
= any policies e organisalion bas, ega granl-making podicy
o & oxit
Cheei iesiins privacy anid data mansssnent natios s b Teund hars

QL A1l cunienl i availatibe e [ Gy Gorsssmmnl Licsnce w500, saegs! velimns ol sl
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Stage 2 - About charity

2.1 Governing Document

This is a new service - your feedback will help us to improve it. Telephone Assistance
< Back Spell Check Printacopy Signout
Governing document
«’ Introduction A governing document sets out a charity's rules; it's the key legal document that says
About charity what it is and how it will be run. Different charities have different governing documents.

Governing doc
» What is a governing document?

Charity name

Structure

Income Select the organisation's governing document type:

Classification © CIO Foundation Constitution

Public benefit =
© ClO Association Constitution
Property

Contact info O Constitution

Trustee details © Memorandum and Articles
Regulators .

) Trust Deed or Declaration of Trust
Finance
Connections + Seheme
Risks O Will
Declaration © Royal Charter

® Other

Attach Please attach the governing document:

Save & exit

You will be brought to a page asking for the governing document for your charity. You should select
the option “Other” and attach the governing document i.e. the Deed of Union (1932) and Methodist
Church Act (1976) or attach a PDF document that states:

The Church / Circuit / District* (*delete as applicable) is governed by the Deed of Union (1932) and
Methodist Church Act (1976). A copy of the governing document is held centrally by the Charity
Commission and is not required to be submitted with each individual application.

Once you have attached the governing document or a PDF document as outlined above, click
[Continue]
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2.2 Charity name

Type the name of your local church or circuit into the “The organisation’s name” box. If the local
church or circuit does not go by any shortened name select “No” to all questions and press [Continue].

Apply to register a charity
Example Methadist Church 01
IEET v 5 s bk - v Besedtac mill RSl us b mpecan it Telephars Aszstanss
4 Back Spell Check  Prinlacopy  Sign out

o Introdustion
Aboyt charity
P T ——
+* LCharty nama
St

Income
Classification
Public benefit
Property
Costaet infa
Trustee details
Regulators
Finames
Coennecticns
Rizhz

Declaration

Charity name

Page 3 of 30
The srganisation's name:

Enber thiz exactly as B's written in the soverning decurment. A chariky's name can't contain effensive

wards.

=

Thve v Lo o will bes sl o ks gl pege e dul i,
mple Methodist Church 01 Chork nama

I the arganlsation known by any other narmes?

S Yas = Mo

Do any of the organization's names contain acronyms, made-up or nom-English

= Yes [ ® Mo

Do any names contain words that require consent from another body?

* Words which may need consent

ag ® Mo

1o walins olhunwiae sl

If the charity also goes by an abbreviated or shortened name, select “Yes” to “Is this organisation

known by any other names?”

Selecting “Yes” will bring up another section asking you to “Please list all other names here”, insert
any other names or acronyms into this box. If any of the words inserted are made up or acronyms you
will have to tick “Yes” to the next question and explain the acronym or made up word in the box below.

Please see an example on the next page.
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i€ GOV.UK

W Introdue ticn
Bibourt chority
W Gowoming doc
w*  Charity nama
Structurs

Incame
Classificatian
Public banefit
Property
Contact info
Trustes dutaila
Regulatars
Finance
Conneations
Rishs

Declaration

Charity Commizskor's privacy and data managemant notlce cam be faund here

OGL ~ucontent Is avallablo under the Upen Government Licanco ut

Apply to register a charity

Exmrmple Methadist Church 01

e - your fesobgck will help us to improve [k

= Gack Spell Check Print acopy  Sign out

Charity name

Page 3 of 30
The organisation's name:

Enbar thin auactly a5 18 wriltan in B gouarnineg oo

weords,

sot. & hadite's name can't contan allansise

m Ihe crganisation’s name will B< dispdayed on ks publiz registenec dotalls.

mpla Mathadis+ Church 01 Check name

Is the erganisation known by any ether names?

= Yex 3 Mex

Please lst all other names here

ik = Clienil y Rascgial e,

Do any of the organisation's names contain acronyms, made-up or non-English
language words?

® Yas 3 Me

Please translate or explain each made up, non-English word or acronym used:

EMCTis an acronym for Example Methodist Church C1

Do any names contain words that require consent frem another body?

> Words wi

= MNo

£xcept whens othenwise stated &) Crown copyrght

Once you have filled in all necessary boxes, click [Continue].
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2.3 Structure and Purposes

i GOV.UK Apply to register a charity : Structure
sfsddfs
This is a new service - your feedback will help us to improve it. Telephone Assistance
<« Back Spell Check Printacopy Signout

Structure and purposes

« Introduction Page 4 of 30
About charity
What is the organisation's governing document?
Governing doc

«” Charity name —
PUBLIC

Structure This information will be made publicly available on the Charity Register.

Income
Classification
Public benefit

Property

Enter the date the organisation's governing document came into effect
Contactinfo

(dd/mm/yyyy).

Trustee details

Regulators

PUBLIC
Fi - This information will be made publicly available on the Charity Register.
inance

Connections
Day Month  Year

Risks

Declaration

Enter the organisation's purposes (also known as 'objects’) exactly as they are

In response to the question “What is the organisation’s governing document?” write the
following:

DEED OF UNION (1932) AND METHODIST CHURCH ACT (1976)
Then insert the date 26/10/1976 as the date on which the governing document came into effect.

The next question asks you to enter the organisation’s purposes (also known as objects) as they are
written in the governing document. Please copy and paste the following text into the form:

THE PURPOSES OF THE METHODIST CHURCH ARE AND SHALL BE DEEMED TO HAVE BEEN SINCE THE
DATE OF UNION THE ADVANCEMENT OF — (A) THE CHRISTIAN FAITH IN ACCORDANCE WITH THE
DOCTRINAL STANDARDS AND THE DISCIPLINE OF THE METHODIST CHURCH; (B) ANY CHARITABLE
PURPOSE FOR THE TIME BEING OF ANY CONNEXIONAL, DISTRICT, CIRCUIT, LOCAL OR OTHER
ORGANISATION OF THE METHODIST CHURCH, (C) ANY CHARITABLE PURPOSE FOR THE TIME BEING OF
ANY SOCIETY OR INSTITUTION SUBSIDIARY OR ANCILLARY TO THE METHODIST CHURCH; (D) ANY
PURPOSE FOR THE TIME BEING OF ANY CHARITY BEING A CHARITY SUBSIDIARY OR ANCILLARY TO THE
METHODIST CHURCH.

Click [Continue].
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Charity Commission Registration Guidance



Stage 3 - Income

3.1 Income
You must enter the gross annual income of your local church or circuit into the box and attach with it

a PDF copy of your annual accounts. The tax year for the purposes of all model trust charities runs
from the 1% September until the following 31" August.

s GOV.UK Apply to register a charity
Example Methodist Church 01
This is a new service - your feedback will help us to improve it. Telephone Assistance
< Back Spell Check Printacopy Signout
Income
«" Introduction Page 5 of 30
«" Aboutcharity

Enter the organisation's gross annual income:
Income

Classification
Public benefit
Property
Contactinfo Attach Attach proof of income:
Trustee details

Regulators

Finance Save & exit

Connections

Risks

Declaration

Charity Commission's privacy and data management notice can be found here

OGL Al content is available under the Open Government Licence v3.0, except where otherwise stated ® Crown copyright

Once you have entered the information, press [Continue].

Stage 4 - Classification

4.1 - Classification: What
Select as many of the following as apply to your charity.

At least “Religion” must be ticked, this will bring down a sub list, select “Christianity” and from the
subsequent sub-list “Methodist”.

11
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Gy GOV.UK Apply to register a charity

IS This i s siaruicns - pavur osethacke mill Pl s Fa fmpe if Telephene Aszistance

Spell Check  Print scopy  Sign out

Classification: What

wF  Introduction Page B of 30
' About charity
r— What does the organisation do? (select sll that apply)
Classification

What @ Thiz informaticr will b2 made publicks 2vakabie on the Charity Ragister,

Hom

Wha

Where Tl General charitable purposes

Educations Training’ Research
Public benefit

T Advancing heatth or the saving of lives

Proparty
Contact Info Relief of those in need (age., disakility, ill-health, financial or other disadvantage)
Trustee detalls The prowention or rolicf of povarty

Regulatars Religion

Finance Christianity

Connections

Ricks Christianity

Dectaration C Church af England

Methodist

 United Rofarm

C Baptist
Frangrlical

— Roman Catholic

lrhawah's Witnrsses

= Mormaon

C Plymauth or Exclusive Brethren
rther christian
T Aresd Culture! | leritaged Scicnoe
Amateur sport
Animad wiclfare
Environment/ Conservation
Citirenshipd Fronamic or commanity devclapments Fmplayment
Armed forces Emergency sendce efficiancy
2 Humian rights/ Religious or racial harmary) Fauality o diveesity
Coranunily recrealions Leisu e lacililies

| ) Other charitable purposes

Charity GCommizsken's privacy and data mansgement notkce can be found hers

OGL 211 el it el s v 1o s Cocram sumsanl s oS0, ! vl bl ksl

Once all applicable boxes have been ticked, please press [Continue].

4.2 - Classification: How
Select as many of the following boxes as apply to your local church or circuit. At least one box in each
category must be ticked.

In the first category a local church should at least tick [Provides buildings/facilities/open space] and a
circuit should tick the same and [Acts as an umbrella or resource body] as a minimum.

In the “Religion” Category, select as many of the statements as apply to your local church or circuit

12
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B sok Fegetration BB Apptytoregtara chan 0 8 Mal - Tis Coopar - Qutlen | 98 disc-neseresunecing-thes | -+

(= 2 i charfprommEzion gov.uk A

i Mai -Tim Cooper - 77 Cescade 4R R Msthedatemuk

Find anpage | dass M resulis < % Cpbens .
& GOV.UK Apply to register a charity
Example Methodist Church 01
m This s A e senios - your fescack mill Felp us tofmprovait. Telephone Assrtance
4 Back Spell Check  Hrinlacopy  Sign oul

Classification: How

W Introduction Page Faoi 31
o About charity o
o Income How does the organisation operate? (select all that apply)
Clagsification
o Wh m This infermaticn will be made publicly avalabie on tre Charity Regisbar.
Hem
Wha
T Makes granks o individuasls
Where —
Pblic banefis _I Makes grants to organisations
Property T Provides oller linance
Eontact info _ Prewides building=ffacilities/open spaca
Trustes detalls Provides sorvices
Regulators Provides aducaticnfadwocacy/advicelinformation
Finanss Sprnzaes ar undertakes ressarch
Cemnecticns Acts as an umbralla or reseurce body
Reishs Other
Diacliraticn
Religion
Place of worshig
Generally advancing the religion
Fducating penple ahout the religion
Pastoral care, outraac
Missinnary, evangelical
Interfaith activities
| Religious onder
Serve & exil
AR
Ly
Charity Commizskon's privacy and data manegement notkoe can be found hers ‘“’i?-a e
QGL Allcontent 15 avallable uneder the Upen Gowernment Licence w0, except where otherwise stated fa¥ Crown copyrghi

Once you have selected all applicable statements press [Continue].

4.3 - Classification: Who
Select as many classes of person who as those to whom you provide support.

At the very least “The General Public/Mankind” should be selected.
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@y GOV.UK Apply to register a charity

Example Methodist Chaurch ol

EIEEE s i 5 e s - i Radinede will Pl i b mpecun it Telephors Assistance

- Back Spell Check  Prink s copy  Sign oul

Classification: Who

wF  Introduction Page B of 31
w®  About charity
o Income Who does the organisation help? (select all that apply)
Clagsification
o What This infermation will e mads publicly seniabe on tre Charty Regiiber.
o Hom
Wha
o [ = Chitatrins iy prcpte

Boblic banefit — Elderlys Old people

T People wilh dizabililies

Property

Eontact info _ People of a particular ethnic or racial origin
Trustee detalls Tither charitics or wel ntary badics
Regulatars Orther dafined groups

Finance The general public/ Mankind

Connections Paople living in a specified gecgraphical area
Risks Members of 2 particular profession
Declaration

Craploypecs of 2 named emplagar
T Mamed individuals
Other
Religion
= Adherents of a speciied retlgion

— Members of & closed religlowss order

= o
T

Ehrity Cammission's privacy and dals mareenset nobios cae be found hars oy
OGL 21 cundunl s availabibs sk ke Gy Coemsmsnl Lisnce w300, sz whars ollis ks slslsg 8 Cromes copyrigh

You should select the category “Other”, this will bring up a box in which you may enter words such as:

There is no requirement for any person to be a member of the [Name of Local Church/Circuit] to
partake in the activities of the charity or benefit from them.

It is necessary to select at least one option under each sub-heading, for the “Religion” sub-heading
select “adherents of a specified religion”. If you have selected additional charitable purposes during
stage 4.1 more sub-heading will appear and at least one option under each sub-heading must be
selected.

Once all categories have been selected press continue

4.4 - Classification: Where

14
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s GOV.UK Apply to register a charity

Example Methadist Church 01

m Thits i @ Pettd SRIVICS - YO Pastaecde mill Ml Lis b impss it Telephans Assirtance

 Back Spell Check  Prinkaceey  Sign oub

Where

Introdustion Page Oaf 31

v
o About charity
o Tha infarmaticn me fisd to koo i Hits sachicn B whars thi crganisation (s meeking o shars iE

Ineome cxpects fo werk,
Claprification
T e corgmives oy i mpemcifin: e L of Engglams s, 0 02
o What A Tl lhaeily sewaiv wilks s Lol Boevuck, Unilaoy Sulienily, o Mulogpsdlan 2
o How Mlon-Hetropelitan Clky.)
Where

Public benefit Where does the organisation operate? (select all that apply)

Property |f the erqanization werks in more than 10 Local authori ty areas within England andfor

Eontact info Wales please salect one of the 'Throughout! aptiens.

Trustes detalls

Regulators m This informaticn will ba made publichy swalabis on the Charity Regtter.

Financs

Cenneations

Riska Throughout England

Declaration Throxghaut Wales

Throughous England & Wales
Specific areas in England & Wales

Dulside Ergland & Wales

Selecting any one of the five options will create a drop down list of counties. Most local churches and
circuits will operate in “Specific Areas of England and Wales”. Using the list select the county in which
your local church or circuit operates. If your Circuit operates in more than one county select both or
all corresponding counties.
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Apply to register a charity

Example Methodist Church O

| BETA QUETOETEIETE

Slp us boimpecsa it Telephone &

ance

- Back Spell Check  Hrinl acopy 5

Where

Intreducticn Page O af 31

4

About chasity
Tha indnrmation me need 1o ko in Ehis sechion
mxpeshs bo work,

whars Ehi organisation is mcrking o whans it

Income

T il corgani
8 leaczal e
Man-Hetropelitan Cley.)

Public benefi Where does the organisation operate? (select all that apply}

Property If the crqanisation works in more than 10 Llecal authority areas within England and/er
Contact Info Wales please salect one of the 'Throughout' options.

Trustes detalls

Regulators This infermaticn will be mada publicly avalkabis on tre Chanty Rogistar

Financs

Connection:

Rt | Specific areas in England & Wales

Drweclmraticn

Does the organisation operate in England?

W IRz Infermation will be made sublchy awakabie on the Ghanty Hegister,

% Yas 2 M

L srnsloy

L Bath and Morth East Sormerset
= Badford

L Birrningham City

O Blackburm with Darveen

L Blackpool

I Bolton

Does the crganisation operate in Wales?

Doestheor

PUs

Ihis Information will 5o made publicly wakabie an the Charity Rogister.

Yas ® No

Outside Cngland & Wales

eail

I

Save

™~
o

Chartty Commizzion's privacy and data manaoamant notice can ke found here e

OGL i content Iz avalladic undar the Open Government Liconce axceps where otherwlse statee @ Crown copyright
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Stage 5 Public Benefit

5.1 - Carrying out the purpose

If you have selected the option “Methodist” at step 4.1 the purposes of the Methodist Church, as
expressed in section 4 of the Methodist Church Act 1976 should be entered into the first box
automatically. This box should turn a grey colour and you should not be able to edit the content.

If for any reason the box is not grey and does not contain the purposes of the Methodist Church please
return to step 4.1 by clicking on the word “Classification” in blue writing to the left hand side of the
screen. Check that the option “Methodist” has been selected. If having selected the option
“Methodist” the purposes have still not been entered please copy the passage below and paste it into
the box.

Section 4 Methodist Church Act 1976:

The purposes of the Methodist Church are and shall be Purposes deemed to have been since
the date of union the advancement of—

(a) the Christian faith in accordance with the doctrinal standards and the discipline of the
Methodist Church;

(b) any charitable purpose for the time being of any Connexional, district, circuit, local or other
organisation of the Methodist Church;

(c) any charitable purpose for the time being of any society or institution being a society or
institution subsidiary or ancillary to the Methodist Church;

(d) any purpose for the time being of any charity being a charity subsidiary or ancillary to the
Methodist Church.
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S GOV.UK Apply to register a charity : Purpose

Example Mathodist Church 04

m Ihis 15 a new service — your teodback will Beip us to improses Tt Teleptane Ausivlancg

- Back SpellCheck Printacopy Signout

Carrying out the purpose

" Introduction Puge 1000 711
" Aboutcharity
The organisation’s purposes are:
»  Incoma
wF Classification Sicxclion A Methodist Charch Act 1976
- The purposes of the Methodist Church are and shall be Purposes deemead to have
been since the date of union the advancerment of
Hurpass -:,l:l the Christian Faith in accordance with the doctrinal standards and the discipline
Benefits af the Mathodist Church;
Seleclion
Erant making
Membiershin Explain how the organisation carries out its purposes:=
Serdons Haelp with this section
Mee
Religion
Froperty
Contact nfo

Trustoo datalls

Regulators

Finance Al any document soch as o buasiness pland which sels oul bow Uie onganisalion
Connactions carries aut its purposes: (Dptional)

Risks

Dieclaration Attach

In the second box explain what your local church or circuit does to achieve the purposes of the
Methodist Church.

Examples of what a Church may do Examples of what a Circuit may do
Organise and hold regular services available to | Equip Churches for mission.
all who wish to attend

Offer pastoral support Support & Train local preachers to spread the
word of God

Run pre-school or parent & toddler groups Provision of Manse(s) and Stipend(s) for
Minister(s) to enable them to perform ministry.

Provide Food Banks Maintain properties

Provide social support to elderly Provides support to Churches in fulfilling

financial, legal and safeguarding obligations

Provide food for homeless or elderly

Support local activities or groups (street pastors)
Provide space for youth groups at reduced cost
or for free (Guides, Scouts, Brownies, St. John's
Ambulance etc)

Have a space available for prayer, reflection and
worship (daily?)
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At the end of the page there is an option to attach an additional document. It is not necessary to attach
anything. However, if your church or circuit has a mission policy document or any document which
explains what the charity does it may be appropriate to attach a copy of this document also.

5.2 Benefits

Apply to register a charity : Benefits

Example Mathadist Shurch 01

m Thits 15 & new service - your teadback will Relp us to Improes it Teleptiane fssivlareg

4 Back Spell Check: Printacopy  Sign out
Benefits
Introduction Bage 11 of 31
" Aboutcharity What are the benefits of the organisatlon’s purposes?
* Income Help with this question
w# Classification L
[ Explain in your own words]
Bubilic benefit
& Purpose
Bencfits
Sefeclion
Grant making
Membiershin Attach any document which shows bow the arganisation provides benefit: (Optional)
s Albiach
Fees
Religiar
Whao can benefit from the organisation"s purposes?
Property

Contactinfo ‘

® The general public 20 A sestion af he public
Trustoo datails
Flnanca
Connections
Continuws Save & exit
Rlsks
Dizclaration
Charity Commission's privacy and data mansgement notice

You will also need to explain in your own words how and why the purposes of your church or circuit
are beneficial and to whom.

Examples for Churches

Examples for Circuits

Purpose Benefits Purpose Benefits
Provision of Services, | People have received | Nurturing people’s | As Church
provides pastoral | pastoral support and | faith, enabling people

support feel better to become Dbetter

disciples of Jesus

Nurture people’s faith, | Detail benefits of | Helping people to | Make a better society
enabling people to | being a better | learn & grow as|in which we live
become better | Christian Christians together in peace
disciples of Jesus

Challenge injustice Fairer world

Offering a safe place

People feel safe
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Transform peoples’ | Inherently knowing
lives by knowing the | God is a good thing
love of God

Any document that explains how the activities of the church or circuit benefit the public may be
attached. This is not essential.

In answering the question “Who can benefit from the organisation’s purposes?” select the option
“The General Public”.

5.3 - Carrying Out the purpose for the public benefit

i GOV.UK Apply to register a charity : Selection
Example Methodist Church 01
This is a new service — your feedback will help us to improve it. Telephone Assistance
< Back Spell Check Printacopy Signout

Carrying out the purpose for the public benefit

" Introduction Page 12 of 31
«" Aboutcharity
& tmcome What criteria do the trustees use to decide who the organisation benefits or what
@ Classification work it does or supports?
Public benefit
" Purpose
" Benefits
Selection
Grant making

Membership

Services Attach any document which explains how these decisions are made: (Optional)
Fees Attach
Religion
Property
Contactinfo
Save & exit
Trustee details -
Regulators

Suggested answer, amend as appropriate:
All are welcome to attend services and [activities] in the [Church/Circuit]

Decisions relating to the offering of financial support will be determined by a vote of the
[Church Council]/[Circuit Meeting]. Pastoral support will be offered at the discretion of the
Minister with pastoral charge of a local church but generally pastoral case will be offered to
anyone who seeks it.

Also explain how your church or circuit decides which projects to carry out or support.
i) If your Church does not support other projects put [N/a]
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ii) If your Church/Circuit does support other projects, but has no set criteria, it will
normally be that a decision is made as to whether or not to support a project based
on whether the project furthers the mission of the church.

iii) If your Church/Circuit has a policy or criteria for supporting other projects, insert a
link or provide details.

5.4 - Grant Making

5.4.1 - Non-Grant Making Charities
If your church or circuit does not make grants simply click “No” and continue to step 5.5

5 GOVL.UK Apply to register a charity : Grant making
Example Methodist Church 01
This is a new service — your feedback will help us to improve it. Telephone Assistance
« Back Spell Check Printacopy Sign out

Grant making

" Introduction Page 13 of 31
«" About charity
Is the organisation a grant maker?
«" Income
" Classification _ _
O Yes C No
Public benefit

«" Purpose

«" Benefits

«" Selection

Grant making
Membership Save & exit

Services

Fees

Religion
Property
Contactinfo
Trustee details

Regulators

5.4.2. Grant Making Charities

In your own words explain what grants are available and the criteria used for determining whether
grants are provided. In many cases there may not be set criteria and the Church Council or Circuit
Meeting will simply consider the merits of making a grant at a meeting and vote.

If a policy document exist prescribing the powers of the Church Council/Circuit Meeting to provide
grants this document may be attached and in the box you may simply write “Please see attached
documentation.”
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o GOV.U Apply to register a charity : Grant making

Exampla Mathadist Church o1

IS 10 15 2 mew servlee - pour toodback will Reip s toimproe i

e Fussiv Lo

- Back Spell Check Printacopy Signout
Grant making
" Introduction Page 13 0f 31
" Aboutcharity
Is the organisation a grant maker?
¥ Incoma
! Clas=ification
= Yoz = Mo
Public benefit
& Purpose
»F Bonofitz
o Selechion What criteria will the organlsation use to select iIndividuals or organlsations to recelve
" Grant making grants?
v Hombcrship Example: There is no set eriteria. Each grant propoesition is presented in writing to
Ser the secretary of the Church Council at least 2 weeks before its next meeting.
e Mermbers of Council consider the proposal on its individual mesdts. To approve th
arant a majority of least 20 of t : t
Religian -
= wote in favouwr.
Property
Contact info

Trustes datalls B 0 3 < 5
Attach any document which explains this. such as a arant making policy: (Optienal)

Regutators
Finance Attach
Connections

Risks

Seciaration

=S 5 i o
Charity Cormmi acy and data manaqesnent notice ST

OGL M\l content is available under the Open Government Licence v3.0, except where otherwise stated & Crown copyricht

5.5 - Membership
There is no requirement for a person to be a member of a Methodist Church in order to benefit from
its purposes.
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i GOV.UK Apply toregister a charity : Membership

Example Methodist Church 01

|:130 W This is a new service - your feedback will help us to improve it. Telephone Assistance
< Back Spell Check Printacopy Signout
.
Membership
" Introduction Page 14 of 31
«" Aboutcharity
v Do people or organisations have to be members of the organisation to benefit fromits
ncome
purpose?
" Classification
Public benefit R ~
2 Yes ® No
« Purpose
« Benefits
«" Selection
«” Grantmaking
«" Membershi

Services
Fees
Religion

Property

Contactinfo

5.6 Providing services or facilities
All Churches and Circuits must answer “Yes” to the first question.

In your own words explain what services are provided by your church or circuit, to whom they are
provided and detail any restrictions on access to the services provided. The word services is taken to
mean all services provided by the Church or Circuit to any person or body of persons and is not limited
to services of worship.
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s GOV.UK Apply to register a charity : Services

Example Mathodist Church 04

EGEE 1= 15 anew sarvice - your toodback will help us o improe Tt Telephuae Assislancs

- Back Spell Check Printacopy Signout

Providing services or facilities

" Introduction Page 15 of 31
"  Aboutcharity
P Does the organisation provide public facilitles or services as away of camying out its
noomea
urpose?
w*  Clas=ification pure

Framiplas of puanlic facllibes snd serdees Includs community centres, faod harss, art galieres,

- universities, theatres, concert hal

musewmns, charitable

v haspitals, charities that pravide resicential care, or charities that acanes hersage, envirenmental
" protection or imarovement.
-
-
w*  Momborship ® Yes - MNa
Serndoss
e
Resligian
sar What sort of facility or service does it provide?®
Froperty
MG S and 1830 overy Sunday services of searshipare held, Al e weleoemss ba
Contact info
attend.
Trstoa datails
Regulators The Example Meathodist Church hires cut the hall to various support groups

Finance including... Other examples of services provided {mot just worship)

Connections

Riwks

Declaration When can the public access the facility or service?=
Help with this question

Timetable of services and publicly accessible avants

Are there any restrictions on who can have access?

= Yes LA )

Are there any restrictions on what people can have access to?

C U WETHY Fa

Explain why there are restrictions:

Support groups. meeting at (imetable) are only permitted access to the church
fall, kilchon, corricor and Leailebs,

Charity Commission's privacy and data imansgernent notice

OGL A1 content is available under the Cpen Government Licence v3.0, except where othersiss stated

5.7 - Fees and Charging
Methodist Churches do not charge a membership fee, however the option “Yes” should be selected.

In the box that appears when you tick yes explain that there is no membership fee, however
fundraising activities may have a nominal entry fee and any facilities let under licence to youth
organisations or support groups are licenced for a small premium.
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No charges should be too expensive for the poor, you should select “No” and explain why any charges
are set and at what rate they are set. i.e. the Scouts hire use of the hall, the organisation is charged
£5 per hour for licenced use of the hall, this is not thought to be too expensive to deny access to

children to the Scouts or the use of the hall.

g GOV.UK Apply to register a charity : Fees
Exampla Methodist Church 04
m Ihis s a new service - your teedback will kalpus o Improee Tele=ptone fAssislanos
- Back Spell Check Printacopy Signout

Fees and charges

" Introduction Page 16 of 71
«f  About charity
o Does the organisation charge people 1o be a member of to access [ts services or
Lal=tiigy ]
facilities?
& Classification
® ez Ma
4
o Bonzfits
o Seleclion
o Grantmaking What services or facilities does the organisation charge for and how much does it
" Membership charge?
L There iz ne charse for membership.
Mees Certain fund raising activities charge a nominal entry fee, though peopls will be
Religian prmilled i1 Theey edooomol pay,
Froperty
Contact infa

Trustes datalls

Regulatars Do thi trustess consider the charges to be more than the poor can affora?
Firance

Connections * Help

Risks

Declaration

Heow have you reached this view?

I'here is no charge for membership.
The arganizations that hire the hall pay 2 nominal license fee of £5 per hour only.
Entrance fees for fund-raising events are non-mandatory.

Charity Commissien's privacy and data management natice

OCL AL content is available under L Open Governiment Licence v2.0, sioepl where olherwice slaled
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5.8 Religion

o GOV.UK Apply toregister a charity : Religion

Example Mathodist Church 4

m IRz 15 2 new serce - your teodback will kelp s i improwes Tt Teleptiwae Assivlance
4 Back SpellCheck Printacopy Signout
. s
Religion
¥ Introduction Page 17 af 31
o About charity
o Tell us about the tenets of falth which the organisation advances. This may be
InComsa
explained in your governing document.
&' Classification
Public benefit Clause 4 Dead of Union Paste Here
& Pupnasg
of Banafits
o Seleclion
«F  Grant making
& Membership
o G Tell us about any moral or ethical framework that is promoted by the religion the
o Tees organisation s set up to advance,
FBeligian The Methodist Church does not have a separate moral or ethical framework butits
Property maral and ethical standards are set up the doctrines of the chureh, The Moral and
ethical beliefs of the Church founded upan the teachings of Christ.
Contact info
Trusteo datalls
Finance
Connections Tell us specifically how the organisation advances religion.
Rishs
Declarstion erEleQﬂ'lﬁ"S -'\pnl.',mg Iﬁl'\:"glﬁrl"'ﬂ:'. charitias may .'!l"\.'-'|rn'.i' rr'llgl.fsn"\ !‘:l"-.'!l'l'm'A'F\','T. Gk \l'l"'LJ.l
ey lhe sevoe of infonmalion we mey nsed Lo covsider.
* Help
Examples Weskly Services, Outreach Projects, Food Bank...
Charity Commissicn's privacy ared data managernent notice
OGL Ll content is available under the Cpen Government Licence v3.0, except where othersise stated & Crown copyrisht

Copy the extract from the Deed of Union and paste it into the first box. The extract is provided at the
end of this section.
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In the second box state that “The Methodist Church does not have a separate moral or ethical
framework but its moral and ethical standards are set up the doctrines of the church. The Moral and
ethical beliefs of the Church founded upon the teachings of Christ.”

Using your own words, explain how your local church or circuit advances the Christian faith. Common
examples include:

e Holding services of worship

e Qutreach projects

e Food banks

e Fundraising

e (Circuits) providing training, support and resources to equip churches for mission
e (Circuits) Providing Ministers with a manse as a base of ministry

Clause 4 Deed of Union 1932:

The doctrinal standards of the Methodist Church are as follows:

The Methodist Church claims and cherishes its place in the Holy Catholic Church which is the Body
of Christ. It rejoices in the inheritance of the apostolic faith and loyally accepts the fundamental

principles of the historic creeds and of the Protestant Reformation. It ever remembers that in the
providence of God Methodism was raised up to spread scriptural holiness through the land by the
proclamation of the evangelical faith and declares its unfaltering resolve to be true to its divinely
appointed mission.

The doctrines of the evangelical faith which Methodism has held from the beginning and still holds
are based upon the divine revelation recorded in the Holy Scriptures. The Methodist Church
acknowledges this revelation as the supreme rule of faith and practice.

These evangelical doctrines to which the preachers of the Methodist Church are pledged are
contained in Wesley’s Notes on the New Testament and the first four volumes of his sermons.

The Notes on the New Testament and the 44 Sermons are not intended to impose a system of
formal or speculative theology on Methodist preachers, but to set up standards of preaching and
belief which should secure loyalty to the fundamental truths of the gospel of redemption and
ensure the continued witness of the Church to the realities of the Christian experience of salvation.
Christ’s ministers in the church are stewards in the household of God and shepherds of his flock.
Some are called and ordained to this occupation as presbyters or deacons. Presbyters have a
principal and directing part in these great duties but they hold no priesthood differing in kind from
that which is common to all the Lord’s people and they have no exclusive title to the preaching of
the gospel or the care of souls. These ministries are shared with them by others to whom also the
Spirit divides his gifts severally as he wills.

It is the universal conviction of the Methodist people that the office of the Christian ministry
depends upon the call of God who bestows the gifts of the Spirit the grace and the fruit which
indicate those whom He has chosen.

Those whom the Methodist Church recognises as called of God and therefore receives into its
ministry as presbyters or deacons shall be ordained by the imposition of hands as expressive of the
Church’s recognition of the minister’s personal call.
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The Methodist Church holds the doctrine of the priesthood of all believers and consequently
believes that no priesthood exists which belongs exclusively to a particular order or class of persons
but in the exercise of its corporate life and worship special qualifications for the discharge of special
duties are required and thus the principle of representative selection is recognised.

All Methodist preachers are examined tested and approved before they are authorised to minister
in holy things. For the sake of church order and not because of any priestly virtue inherent in the
office the presbyters of the Methodist Church are set apart by ordination to the ministry of the
word and sacraments.

The Methodist Church recognises two sacraments namely baptism and the Lord’s Supper as of
divine appointment and of perpetual obligation of which it is the privilege and duty of members of
the Methodist Church to avail themselves.

To enable effective upload and download, this guidance document has been split into two parts, Stage
6 commences in Part 2.
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