MC/14/87
Appointments to working groups

	Contact Name and Details
	The Revd Dr Martyn Atkins, Secretary of the Conference and General Secretary 

	Status of Paper
	Final

	Action Required
	Decision

	Draft Resolution
	87/1.
The Council appoints the members of the Fellowship Groups working group as listed in the report, together with any additional names tabled at the Council.

87/2.
The Council appoints the members of the Releasing Property for Mission working group as listed in the report, together with any additional names tabled at the Council.


	Alternative Options to Consider, if Any
	n/a



Summary of Content

	Subject and Aims

	To appoint the members of the working groups as required by resolutions 31/2 and 31/4 of the 2014 Conference.



	Main Points


	· Text of Notice of Motion
· Proposed names and reasoned statements

	Background Context and Relevant Documents (with function)
	· General Secretary’s Report to the 2014 Conference
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1 The General Secretary’s report to the 2014 Conference contained a number of resolutions for working groups to be set up to address specific subject areas within the report.  This paper provides the proposed names of people to serve on two working groups.  The first relates to resolution 31/2 concerning paragraphs 25 to 36 of the report which focused on the theme of and issues relating to ‘fellowship groups’, the other relates to resolution 31/4 concerning paragraphs 41 to 46 of the report which focused on the theme of on releasing property for mission.
‘Fellowship Groups’ working group
2 The Conference adopted resolution 31/2 which was presented in two parts:

A. The Conference directed the General Secretary to ensure that an appropriate working group is appointed to consider the issues raised in paragraphs 25 to 36 of the report. 

B. 
The Conference directed the working group to make an interim report to the Methodist Council, and a final report with any proposals to the Conference as soon as possible.
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The Council is invited to appoint the following members of the ‘fellowship groups’ working party:
The Revd Dr Martyn D Atkins (Convener), Secretary of the Conference and General Secretary
The Revd William Davis, chaplain to the Methodist Ghanaian community in the UK.

The Revd Edson Dube, participant on the World Church Partnerships Programme with the Zimbabwe Methodist Conference in 2002 before transferring to the MCB, and who undertook a Master’s thesis on a research topic relevant to the remit of the group.       

The Revd Nicholas A Oborski, Superintendent Minister, Epsom, with experience of working with Fellowship Groups in circuit, and who undertook a Master’s thesis on a research topic relevant to the remit of the working group.
The Revd Dr Claire R Potter, Superintendent Minister, Guildford, with experience of working with Fellowship Groups in circuit, and who undertook a PhD thesis on a research topic relevant to the remit of the working group.
Sister Eluned Williams, Synod Cymru, with considerable experience of ‘Welsh language’ Methodism within the British connexion.
The Revd Dr Ayodeji E Okegbile (TBC), a minister with responsibility for Nigerian fellowship groups in the MCB.
Mr John Hicks QC, a member of the Law and Polity Committee will act as a consultant to the group providing support with regard to any changes in standing orders that may be proposed as required.

Non-voting advisers:

Ms Jennifer Crook, Equality and Diversity Adviser, the Connexional Team

Mr David Friswell, World Church Relationships Team Leader, the Connexional Team

The Revd John A Squares, Development Officer, North West and Mann Region, Discipleship and Ministries Learning Network, specialism in discipleship.

Releasing Property for Mission working group

4 The Conference adopted resolution 31/4 which states the following:
The Conference directed the General Secretary to ensure that an appropriate group is formed with the task of addressing the various issues and questions outlined in paragraphs 41 to 46 of the report, with a view to bringing guidelines and resolutions to the Methodist Council and the Conference as soon as possible.
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The Council is invited to appoint the following members of the property working party:
The Revd Dr Martyn D Atkins (Convener), Secretary of the Conference and General Secretary
Mr David Booth, member of the Law and Polity committee
The Revd Jennifer M Dyer, member of the Law and Polity committee

Mr James Irving, District Property Secretary, Cumbria district
The Revd Ian D Johnson, previously served as a Property Secretary and Local Mission Development Secretary in the ‘Property Office’, Manchester.
The Revd Michael J Long, member of the Faith and Order committee
Mr David Quick, District Property Secretary, Leeds district
Non-voting advisers:

Mr Nick Moore, Head of Support Services, the Connexional Team
Ms Julie Robinson-Judd, Mission Resources Manager, the Connexional Team
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A small number of other people are also being approached to be on these working groups, and 
their names will be presented to the Council.    
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The Council is therefore asked to approve the names of people proposed to be on this working 
party listed in this paper, together with any names tabled at the Council.
***RESOLUTIONS

87/1.
The Council appoints the members of the Fellowship Groups working group as listed in the report, together with any additional names tabled at the Council.
87/2.
The Council appoints the members of the Releasing Property for Mission working group


as listed in the report, together with any additional names tabled at the Council. 
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