
All Partners Consultation: Monday 21st June - Remember yesterday, today.  

 

Devotions were led by Revd Jennifer 

Potter (Associate Minister, Wesley’s 

Chapel, City Road) on the theme of Eph 2: 

18-22. Using the John Wesley quote 

below, the gathering was challenged to 

consider how we should respond to these 

words in the 21
st

 century. 

“I am not afraid that the people called 

Methodists should ever cease to exist 

either in Europe or America. But I am 

afraid lest they should only exist as a dead 

sect, having the form of religion without 

the power. And this undoubtedly will be 

the case unless they hold fast both the 

doctrine, spirit, and discipline with which 

they first set out.” 

 

Where are we coming from? Christine 

Elliott put the consultation into the 

context of past all partner consultations: 

1961 (Skegness); 1967 (Manchester); 1996 

(Rio de Janeiro); and 2003 (Llandudno). 

“We [MCB] need to change our view of 

how we do mission and you are here to 

help us do that.” 

 

Introductory Address – Martyn Atkins: 

“Come over and help us” (Acts 16:9)  

Available both as an audio file and 

electronic/hard copy.  

Speaking in ‘spiritual optimism’ he called 

us to prayerfully reflect on our past and 

consider our future, consulting together 

as a Methodist family of faith to re-

imagine mission. This consultation takes 

place against a backdrop of three key 

recent events:  

- The 250
th

 anniversary of the 

Methodist Church in the Caribbean 

& Americas (MCCA) 

- The autonomy of the last overseas 

district – The Gambia – in 2009.  

- The centenary of the Edinburgh 

Mission Conference and the 2010 

Conference that celebrated it. 

Expanding upon his attendance at the 

Edinburgh conference, Martyn reminded 

us of the changes that have taken place in 

the last 100 years – particularly the rise of 

Pentecostal Methodism, which 

demonstrates joy and passion as well as 

rejoicing in the Wesleyan tradition. The 

church in Britain needs their help! In 

British society “our God is the missing God 

who is rarely missed”. We need help to 

overcome this, through wisdom, prophecy 

and vision. At the same time, MCB has to 

deal with decreased financial resources, 

so this consultation is an important 

opportunity to establish how to share 

them wisely and properly. 

 

Four questions were offered and 

discussed in groups: 

1. How did you respond to our 

request for you to “come over and 

help us”? 

2. What do you think God might say 

to us during the consultation?  

3. What do you believe you can do to 

support and assist the life and 

mission of the church here in 

Britain and Ireland?  

4. What would you welcome from 

the Methodist churches of Britain 

and Ireland to further your mission 

and church life?  
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What we said before we arrived here – 

Revd Diane Clutterbuck 

This session built upon the synopsis of the 

three questions included in your packs. A 

52 page document containing the full 

responses is available on request. An 

audio file and text version of the session is 

available.  

Summarising the themes laid out in the 

paper, Diane expanded upon the theme of 

Missio Dei. Clearly, ‘the mission is not ours 

or even the church’s, the mission is God’s, 

the Missio Dei’ – mission is about 

relationship and interaction made real in 

the lives of people and places God at the 

heart of mission, not the church.   

 

The churches’ mission today: a wider 

world perspective – Daleep Mukarji 

(Former Director of Christian Aid)  

Darleep, speaking from a background of 

being a doctor and having worked in 

international development, put the place 

of mission into a context of the challenges 

facing the world – from HIV/AIDS to the 

global economic situation – as we as the 

state of Christianity today. To understand 

mission more widely, we need to realise 

that transformation means solidarity and 

ask the question: ‘who’s kingdom are we 

building?’. The groups explored five 

questions: 

1. Are we adequately grounded in a 

biblical, theological and 

missiological basis? 

2. Do we see signs of hope?  

3. Can we celebrate some 

achievements? 

4. What should we be prepared to 

avoid?  

5. Are we discerning God’s purpose 

for us today? What do we hear?  

 

What do you want me to do for you? 

Bible study, led by Revd Barbara Glasson. 

Blind Bartimeus (Mark 10: 46-52) was 

problem – he interrupted – and led to a 

mission encounter. This story gives us 

inspiration as to how we can conduct 

mission on the street. Sharing her 

experiences of Somewhere Else (a Fresh 

Expression based in Liverpool), we were 

encourage not to make assumptions but 

to have encounters. Our mission is to 

‘stop, stand still, stand alongside and call 

others to join us’.  

 

What happened next for Bartimeus? 

Barbara led a reflection on she thought 

the story might unfold, relating to the 

contents of the begging bowl he was able 

to see in his hands. “Bartimeus, you’re a 

poor man, but you have the Kingdom of 

God in your lap...make sure these things 

get to the people who are searching for 

them.” The consultation then participated 

in an experiential Bible Study, using 

materials found in his bowl – a pearl, 

piece of wool, a coin, a mustard seed and 

a sprinkling of yeast.  

 

 

Follow the day’s events as they unfold: 

The consultation blog – 

www.allpartnersonemission.blogspot.com 

 

 


