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51. 1993 Resolutions on Human Sexuality

The Conference directs that in future the six Resolutions adopted by the
Conference in 1993 should be known as ‘The 1993 Conference
Resolutions on Human Sexuality’.

The Conference notes that further work is being done on Equalities and
Diversity and directs the Methodist Council to consider any implications of
that work on the 1993 Resolutions and, if necessary, to report back to the
Conference.
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52. Ministers, Presbyters and Deacons:
Signalling Vocation, Clarifying
Identity

Preamble

As the Church’s understanding of its ministries develops, there is frequently an
untidiness in the vocabulary used. There comes a point when corrective action
may be desirable or necessary, to avoid misunderstanding or to prevent
unnecessary hurts.

The language of ‘ministers and deacons’ is now to come under review. The
formal background is in Memorial 8 (2004). The Memorial and Reply were as
follows

M8 MINISTERS AND DEACONS

The Newcastle upon Tyne Synod (R) (Present: 184. Vote: 165 for, 10 against)
requests the Conference to instruct the Methodist Council to review the use of the
phrase ‘ministers and deacons’ throughout The Constitutional Practice and
Discipline of the Methodist Church (CPD), replacing it with other words
appropriate to the context.

Reply

The Conference thanks the Newcastle upon Tyne Synod for this Memorial. The
Conference is aware that what would be involved in making such amendments to
CPD is neither simple nor merely editorial.

The Conference refers the Memorial to the Methodist Council for consideration as
to whether such changes are desirable, what form they should take and whether
this is the right time to make them, and to report its findings to the Conference of
2006.

The Methodist Council ascertained that the Methodist Diaconal Order had a
particular concern about the issues raised in this Memorial and wished for there to
be extensive consultations. The 2006 Conference therefore gave permission for the
matter to be brought to the Conference in 2007.

A focus group was convened by the General Secretary on 27 June 2007, to bring
together perspectives from lay people, deacons and presbyters.  Those
participating in the group had differing experiences of presbyters and deacons
working together in circuits and of the ministry of deacons in any setting. The
focus group discussion lay behind an informal discussion at the Diaconal Session
of the 2007 Conference.

A draft report was subsequently discussed by the Methodist Council in October
2007 and edited in the light of comments received from the Council. It was made
available for wider discussion in the Church. Extensive comments were received
from deacons; a small number of individual and group responses were received
from presbyters and lay people. Formal responses were received from the
Diaconal Convocation and from the Faith and Order Committee.
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