UK Supermarkets and ‘own-label’ goods from Israel and Palestine

ECCR’s research

See http://www.eccr.org.uk/module-Downloads-prep_hand_out-lid-33.html 

Over the past two years the Ecumenical Council for Corporate Responsibility (ECCR) (more recently in conjunction with the Methodist Church) has engaged with major UK supermarket chains to determine their policies on sourcing goods from Israeli Settlements. This has involved correspondence, and in some cases telephone conversations and meetings, with the following supermarkets: -

· Asda

· Co-operative 

· Dunnes Stores

· Marks and Spencer

· Morrison’s

· Musgrave Group

· Sainsbury’s

· Superquinn

· Tesco

· Waitrose

This ECCR research has firstly determined the sourcing policies and country-of-origin labelling policies for supermarkets own-label produce and secondly identified third-party products originating from settlement areas.

Labelling guidance

In December 2009 Defra introduced new voluntary guidance for retailers on the labelling of goods from the West Bank.  This states that retailers should distinguish between goods sourced from settlement areas and those from Palestinian administered areas, for example, by noting the source of origin as West Bank (Israeli Settlements) or West Bank (Palestinian).  This reflects a growing concern on the part of consumers to know whether products have been sourced from Israeli Settlements that have been criticised as being illegal under international law.

The findings 

1. Labelling

Most of the larger supermarket chains that engaged with the ECCR study stated that they would apply the Defra guidance on labelling to any products sourced from settlement areas.  ECCR has also discussed with supermarket chains their auditing of the goods sourced from Israel to try to ensure that goods grown in Israeli settlements areas are correctly identified and labelled.  

2. Sourcing

The ECCR research reveals that several supermarkets that have in the past stocked own-label fresh fruit and vegetables including dates, herbs, peppers, tomatoes, stone fruit and figs sourced from Israeli settlement no longer do so.  These include Asda, Marks and Spencer, Morrison’s and Sainsbury’s.  Not all of these supermarkets have expressed a commitment to avoid sourcing from Israeli settlements in the future so do look out for products labelled ‘Israeli Settlements’ and let ECCR know (suzannei@quaker.org.uk).  

The notable exception among the larger chains on sourcing of own-label produce is Tesco who still source a number of products (exotic fruit, salad, stone fruit, healthcare products and meat free frozen foods) from Israeli settlement areas.

ACTION

Those wishing to avoid purchase of produce from Israeli Settlements in the West Bank should be able to do so by checking the labels of exotic fruit, olives, dates, salad and herbs.  Do consider writing to your supermarket to let them know of your concern.  This would be particularly relevant in the case of Tesco and you may write to:-

Ruth Girardet
Corporate Responsibility Director

Tesco plc

Tesco House
Delamare Road
Cheshunt
Herts
EN8 9SL

Links

http://www.eccr.org.uk/module-htmlpages-display-pid-64.html 

http://www.eccr.org.uk/module-htmlpages-display-pid-65.html 

