22.
Diaconal Order General Report
The membership of the Order is currently 116 in appointments, 110 supernumeraries and fourteen students.  Eleven candidates have offered for pre-ordination training.

The 19th Assembly of DIAKONIA World Federation will take place in Durham from 20th to 27th July 2005.  The event is being planned and hosted jointly by the Methodist Diaconal Order (MDO) and the Diaconal Association of the Church of England.  Its theme is Diakonia at the Margins – Challenge and Hope.  Deacons, deaconesses and diaconal workers from all continents and a wide range of church denominations will gather to share and explore their experiences of God at work with people at the margins of life and society.  The purpose is to identify and take forward the diaconal challenge and hope of the gospel for the Church where we live and work in the 21st century.

A working group instituted by the Methodist Council and the Methodist Diaconal Order is meeting in response to Notice of Motion 5 (2004): Diaconal Ministry.  This concerns ways of encouraging and facilitating diaconal work engaged with the missionary priorities for the Methodist Church and building various forms of community.  It will report to the Council and the MDO Committee by October 2005 with findings regarding what policy, practice and resources implications may flow from serious attention to the concerns raised in the Notice of Motion, and what next steps are recommended to be taken, by whom.

***RESOLUTIONS

22/1.
The Conference adopts the Report.

22/2.
The Conference resolves that the Convocation of the Methodist Diaconal Order shall meet at The Hayes Conference Centre from Monday 13th to Wednesday 15th March 2006.
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