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Notices of Motion referred to the Methodist Council

Notice of Motion 3: Circuit Advance Funds and Larger Circuits

The Conference:

a) Noting the encouragement for Circuits to work closer together, and the plans already in place for some Circuits to amalgamate in 2008, directs the Methodist Council to review with the Trustees for Methodist Church Purposes the provisions within Standing Order 955 (2), whereby an annual limit of £10,000 is set which Circuits may draw down from their Circuit Advance Fund for any Methodist purpose. It requests that the review should seek to ensure that where amalgamated Circuits have combined several Circuit Advance Funds, the new “larger” Circuit is not thereby disadvantaged as it seeks to use the combined assets for mission.

b) Requests that proposals to assist amalgamated Circuits should be incorporated in appropriate revisions to Standing Orders and brought for Conference approval in 2008.

Proposed:  The Revd Peter B Mortlock

Seconded:  The Revd A Ward Jones






(signed by 8 members of the Conference)

The Council is recommended to accept the principle of this Notice of Motion.  It so happens that all the standing orders in Part 9 of CPD are currently under revision.  To save repeated revisions, the proposal here is that the 08 Conference adopt a resolution, with effect from 1 September 08, authorising the drawing down annually, in an amalgamated circuit, up to the equivalent of £10,000 from the circuit advance fund of each circuit that has formally entered into an amalgamated circuit, until such time as SO 955 (2) is revised.
Notice of Motion 107:   Priority of Evangelism

We welcome the Priority of Evangelism across the Church, but note that evangelism has been placed in the Christian Communication, Evangelism and Advocacy cluster whilst Ministerial Training falls within the Discipleship and Ministries cluster. We ask that effective training in evangelism be required as a core constituent of all schemes of theological education, effective meaning being delivered by experienced and recognised practitioners.







Proposed:  The Revd Sue Pegg






Seconded:  The Revd Nick Blundell


It is integral to the working of the reconfigured Team that the staff in the various clusters habitually interact in the interests of co-ordinated work towards agreed objectives.  It is therefore crucial to understand that the emphasis on evangelism for the whole Church is not confined, in Team terms, to one cluster.  Rather this expertise in various parts of the Team (most notably in the Secretary for Internal Relationships and the Christian Communication, Evangelism and Advocacy cluster) is available as a resource and a challenge to the rest of the Team, and will certainly impact on all forms of theological education. The Council is recommended to reply to the NM in these terms and also to remind the Conference that a project to be initiated in 08 develops the capacity for Pioneer Ministers.
Notice of Motion 6: Presbyteral Ministry and Church Planting

Conference directs the Formation in Ministry office to explore the possibility of implementing the Cuban Methodist Church practice of not ordaining to Presbyteral Ministry a candidate who has not already planted two churches.







Proposed: The Revd Ashley Cooper







Seconded: The Revd Angela Shier-Jones







(signed by 8 members of the Conference)

The Council is recommended to note this NM, but to take no specific action on it at this time.  As expertise and experieince grow in responding imaginatively to the challenge of evangelism in 21st centry Britain, it is possible that the practice of the Cuban Methodist Church may be something that the British Methodist Church may need to return to.
Notice of Motion 143: Manse Gas Safety Certificate

The Conference recognises that, whilst the law does not require the annual provision of a CORGI gas safety certificate for each manse, nevertheless, believing it to be the best practice:

Conference requires managing trustees to obtain such certificates annually in respect of the manses for which they are responsible .

Conference directs that Standing Orders be brought to the Conference of 2008.





Proposed: The Revd David Hinchcliffe





Seconded:  The Revd John Hellyer





(signed by 8 members of the Methodist Conference)

The Council is recommended to accept this NM.  
