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30/5.
The Conference directs the Lay Workers’ Advisory Committee to revise the Guidance for District Policy Committees (CPD pages 761-764) and Circuit Meetings (CPD pages 764-765) to include reference to paragraphs 5.2.4 and 5.2.5 of this report so that they may be published no later than 1 September 2008. 

Part 2 Guidance

Section 8 Guidelines for the Business of District, Circuit and Local Meetings 

District Policy Committee

These headings are intended only to guide those responsible for preparing the agenda of the

meeting. They are not that agenda. They do not attempt to be comprehensive. Items are listed only in summary form as reminders; for detail and further material Standing Orders, the Deed of Union (“DU”) and the second schedule to the Methodist Church Funds Act 1960 (“1960”) need to be consulted, not only as indicated in relation to specific items below, but throughout Part 4 and Section 96 of Standing Orders, as required.

1. Attendance, minutes, matters arising.

2. General policy, including report of the District’s representative on the Methodist Council.

431, 432, 441, 442.

3. The Circuits

(a) Boundaries 501.

(b) Discontinuance of worship, closure of chapels 943(1).

(c) Extensions of invitations 438, 545(4).

(d) [deleted]

(e) Additional and fewer ministers and deacons 438, 529.

(f) Stationing Priorities 322(4).

(g) Probationers’ appointments 723(2).

(h) Authorisations 011(2), (5).

(i) Grants 439, 528(3).

(j) Assessment 432.

(k) City Centres 440.

(l) New Towns and New Areas 353(4).

4. Ecumenical

(a) General 434.

(b) Sharing agreements, local ecumenical partnerships 434(3)(iv)-(vii).

(c) Ministers and deacons recognised and regarded, ministers and deacons authorised

DU45, DU45A, 438, 732, 733.

5. Property

440, 470-4, 911(2), 960-6.

6. Finance

(a) District accounts 012, 432.

(b) Advance Funds 437, 955, 963, 975.

7. Ministers and Deacons

(a) Sabbaticals 744.

(b) Appraisal 743.

(c) Manses 472, 965.

8. Lay Employment and Appointments

018, 405, 406, 438A, 443( TDO), 491(5), 570(2)(3a,b) (4a) (8), 575 
9. Education

342, 444.

10. Nominations 435.

(a) Secretary, Assistant Secretary, Ministerial Secretary of Synod 414.

(b) Treasurers 403.

(c) Property Secretaries 470.

(d) Disabilities Adviser 435A.

(e) Archivist 473.

(f) Synod-elected members of Synod 435(2).

(g) Members of connexional bodies (Methodist Council, Central Finance Board, Memorials Committee)

138, 210(2), 435, 1960.2.

(h) Ministries Panel and Secretary 450, 451.

(i) Probationers Committee 484.

(j) Appraisal Officer and Appraisal Trainer 743(4).

(k) Complaints Officers; Complaints Support Group and Convener;

Complaints Panel and Convener and Deputy Convener 022.

(l) District Chair’s Nomination Panel 421A(2).

(m) Other Officers and Committees 403.

(n) Auditor or independent examiner 012(3).

(o) Trustees 966(1).

(p) Lay Stationing Representative 417B.

11. Appointments

(a) [deleted]

(b) Sabbaticals Advisory Group744(5).

(c) Tutors for workers with children and young people Book VI Pt 2 section 7.

(d) (when required) designation of representatives to Conference 417(2B).

12. Other matters

(a) Data protection 019.

(b) Chair’s Nomination (when applicable) 423(1), 423A(1), DU42(c).

 (c) Chair’s Deputy 426.

(d) International Houses 445.

(e) Training for persons involved with the complaints process 022(1).

13. Report to Synod.

14. Date and place of next meeting.
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Section 8 Guidelines for the Business of District, Circuit and Local Meetings 

Circuit Meeting

These headings are intended only to guide those responsible for preparing the agenda of the

meeting. They are not that agenda. They do not attempt to be comprehensive. Items are listed only in summary form as reminders; for detail and further material Standing Orders and the Model Trusts (“MT”) need to be consulted, not only as indicated in relation to specific items below, but throughout Part 5 and Section 95 of Standing Orders especially, as required.

1. Preliminary – the members of the meeting.

514(2), 510(7).

Note the importance of this requirement, in the light of the legal status of the Circuit Meeting, to establish a conclusive list of the persons of whom the meeting consists.

2. Conversation on the work of God and the development of circuit policy.  500, 515.

3. (a) Report from circuit stewards, including accounts, assessments and budget.

532(1)(i), (iv), 532(3), 955.

(b) Auditor’s or examiner’s report.  012(3).

(c) Report from connexional funds treasurer.  505(2).

4. Report from Local Preachers’ Meeting, including admission of local preachers.

567(4), (6), (9), (10).

5. Report from Invitation Committee.  541(5).

6. Report from any other committee appointed by the meeting.  551.

7. Property matters, including quinquennial inspections, annual schedules and returns, and visits to manses.  MT 26(2)(c), 950(2), 952, 953(iii), 954(i), (viii).

8. (a) Matters referred by Conference or Synod.

(b) Communications from the Connexional Team or district  committees.

9. Numbers of representatives from each Church Council.  510(1)(viii), 510(6).

10. (a) Annual appointment of Invitation Committee, circuit stewards,  circuit meeting secretary, connexional funds treasurer, auditor or  examiner, additional members to Circuit Meeting and

representatives to Synod.

012(3), 410(1)(iv), (v), 505(1), 510(1)(v), (ix), 530, 541(1), 550.

(b) Other appointments, as required, and delegation of tasks.

541(5), 551, 553, 570 (2)(a-e), (3)(a,b), (4)(a), (8)  571, 572, 575(4)(x), 612(1), 903(3).
Other matters which will need attention from time to time, or which will arise in particular

circumstances, include:

Delegation of powers to Invitation Committee – 541(5).

Cessation of small Local Churches – 605(4),(5), 612(2).

Invitations to attend Circuit Meeting – 510(3).

Candidates for the ministry or diaconate – 711(3).

Authority to preside at the Lord’s Supper – 011(2).

Property schemes for approval – 930.

Memorials to the Conference and other communications to be made – 516.

Archive material – 015.

Formation of circuit leadership team, if desired – 515(2).
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Section 8 Guidelines for the Business of District, Circuit and Local Meetings 

Church Council

These headings are intended only to guide those responsible for preparing the agenda of the

council. They are not that agenda. They do not attempt to be comprehensive. Items are listed only in summary form as reminders; for detail and further material Standing Orders and the Model Trusts (“MT”) need to be consulted, not only as indicated in relation to specific items below, but throughout Part 6 of Standing Orders and Standing Order 941, especially, as required.

1. Preliminary – the members of the meeting.  613(2).

Note the importance of this requirement, in the light of the legal status of the Church

Council, to establish a conclusive list of the persons of whom the meeting consists.

2. Conversation on the work of God and the development of local church policy.  603.

3. Report from General Church Meeting.  621.

4. (a) Report from church treasurer, including accounts and budgets of general church fund, benevolence fund and model trust fund.   635(2), 650, 651, 652.

(b) Any other financial reports.  653.

(c) Auditor’s or examiner’s report.  012(3), 636.

5. (a) Report from Pastoral Committee.  054.

(b) Report from any other committee appointed by the council.

603, 604, 642.

5A. (a) Arrangement of preparation classes for membership.

(b) Report on preparation classes and approval of candidates for membership.

050.

6. Property matters, including quinquennial inspections, annual schedules and report to Circuit Meeting.

MT 26(2)(c), 941.

7. (a) Matters referred by Conference, Synod or Circuit Meeting.

(b) Communications from the connexional Team or district or circuit committees.

8. (a) Annual appointments of class leaders and pastoral visitors, church treasurer, auditor, additional members of council and representatives to Circuit Meeting and their substitutes.

012(3), 510(1)(vii),(viii), (7), 610(1)(xi), 630(1), 635(1), 636.

(b) Other appointments, as required, and delegation of tasks.

570 (2)(a-e), (3)(a,b), (4)(a), (8)  610(1)(ix), 637(1), 642, 644(6), 670, 671, 672, 941(v).
9. (a) (In churches with a membership of 49 or less) Resolution under S.O. 610(1)(x) (if desired) and list of persons willing to serve.  610(1)(x), 610(2).

(b) (In churches with a membership of 30 to 49) Decision as to constitution of Pastoral Committee.

644(3).

Other matters which will need attention from time to time, or which will arise in particular

circumstances, include:

Invitations to attend Church Council – 610(3).

Services of reception into membership and confirmation – 054(5).

Candidates for a note to preach – 563, 564(1).

Candidates for the ministry or diaconate.

Review of baptismal roll, children in the church and remainder of community roll –

054(2), (7)-10), 050(2).

Acceptance of candidates, training and accreditation of workers among children and

young people and appointment of counsellors – 660, 661, 662.

Appointment and training of worship leaders - Section 68.

Pastoral Committee business, if so desired, in small churches – 644(4).

Communications to be made to the Circuit Meeting or other bodies.

Consideration of the needs of all members of the congregation and local community,

including minority groups, and steps to be taken to ensure their full involvement.

Archive material – 015.

Formation of leadership team, if desired – 633.

Appointment of lay leaders for services of extended communion – 609.

Re-admission to membership after lapse, exclusion or resignation – 052(3), 053, 057(2).

Appointment of Authorised Persons and additional Authorised Persons under the

Marriage Act 1949.

(Isle of Man only) Quarterly returns to the Registrar-General under the Civil Registration

and Dissenters Marriage Act 1924.
