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Report to the Methodist Council (15-16.4.08)

The Work of the Faith and Order Committee 2007-8

The committee has met twice, and the executive twice, since the last report to the Council.  In September, Peter Phillips became Secretary to the Committee and a number of new members have come onto the committee in preparation for the move to the committee and network structure already in hand for September 2008.
In light of the moves towards the new network, and in response to the section of the Faith and Order report New Ways of Working which came to Conference in 2007, the committee have been seeking to develop consultative processes for future Faith and Order work – seeking to be involved in major pieces of work within the Connexional Team from the outset rather than coming in at the last minute with requests to radically alter work which has already been developed.  In order to communicate this information to the wider Connexion, the committee has produced two papers, What does Faith and Order do? and What is a Methodist Perspective?, which seek to outline this new approach.  These papers are available on request and they will be distributed through the Connexion during the Spring/Summer of 2008.

Since this process is ongoing, we have found that 2007-8 has been transitional – a year of receiving some reports in an almost completed form whilst working with Connexional Team members on new projects from their inception.  It is clear that the best theological reflection and scrutiny is possible in the latter context rather than the former.

The Committee has been kept abreast of developments in the Ecumenical Review.  This is an important area of the Committee’s remit in Standing Orders and all members of the Network will be reminded of the key Faith and Order conviction of working with partner Churches, and relevant structures within those Churches, to proclaim the oneness of the Church of Jesus Christ and to call the Churches to the goal of visible unity.  The committee welcomes the opportunities of close partnership with the ecumenical resources within the new Connexional Team.
The Committee has maintained its active links with many other bodies internal and external to the Methodist Church (Church of England Liturgical Commission, Committee for Local Ecumenical Development/Local Unity Panel, Churches Together in England - Theology and Unity Group, European Methodist Theological Commission, Faith and Order Advisory Group [of the Church of England], Four Nations Ecumenical Reference Group, Joint Liturgical Group, Methodist Publishing House).

The work of the committee in terms of reporting and scrutiny has involved the following pieces of work:

· Equalities and Diversity – some of the paperwork for this report for Conference in 2008 was available in draft form for our autumn meeting and was reviewed in the main committee when the project leader, Alison Parker, was able to be present at the committee.  A member of the Committee was asked to work with Alison to develop the work further.  It was felt that a full expression of the theological basis for the Equalities and Diversity documentation would not be possible until Conference of 2009 and the committee has been actively engaged in working with Alison to provide a forum in which that theology can be developed.  Alison Parker and the F&O Secretary are jointly proposing the development of a group which will be able to deliver a substantial report on Equalities and Diversity Theologies which will provide a distinctively Methodist contribution.  The terms of reference for this group are discussed elsewhere in the Council’s agenda.

· Memorial 32 – Authorisations’ Liturgy – the Worship and Liturgy Resource Group have developed an appropriate liturgy which will be brought to Conference 2008.

· Memorial 55 – Membership.  After receiving an initial report outlining the work needed, a small group has been put together to develop an appropriate response to this memorial and will report to Conference 2009.

· Statement on the Status of Liturgical Texts and Authorisation of Hymnody – as part of the Terms of Reference for the new network, the committee has agreed a statement on the Status of Liturgical Texts within the Methodist Church and this will be included in the F&O Report to Conference 2008 and can be made available to Council on request.  In connection with this work, the committee spent some time working through previous Conference reports preparing for the preparation of the new hymn book and made proposals for collaboration between the Music Resource Group and the Worship and Liturgy Resource Group/Faith and Order Committee.  The proposals will be included in the F&O Report to Conference 2008.  

· Youth Participation Strategy – Sue Culver and Luke Curran engaged with the YPS, with Sue attending Youth Conference and engaging some of the conference members to explore a theology of participation.  This process was unfortunately interrupted.  The current thinking among staff in the Team is that theological reflection will best emerge as the strategy unfolds, so long as a clear focus on this challenge is sustained.  The Faith and Order Committee are willing to work with the key staff in the new Team to support this process. 

· Human Embryo and Early Human Life – Created in God’s Image.  This project reflects the best example of how we want to develop interaction between the committee and the Connexion Team.   As soon as this project was identified, Rachel Lampard contacted the Secretary of F&O in order to discuss ways in which the theological element of the report could be developed in partnership.  This led to an interactive process in which F&O could advise on membership of the group and how F&O could be adequately represented from the outset.  As it happened, a member of the F&O executive, Ruth Gee, was asked to chair the group.  An initial report was given to the Autumn committee, with a draft report presented to the Spring committee for comments which could then be fed back to the group for inclusion in their final Conference report.  Further drafts have also been made available for comment since the last meeting of the F&O Committee

· Stationing Review Group – the committee discussed papers made available at various points during the year both at the main Autumn meeting and the January Executive.  Comments were submitted to the SRG.

· Joint Implementation Group report, Living God’s Covenant - the committee held a discussion about this report at the main Autumn meeting, prepared for by particular members of the Committee.  A draft report was prepared, amended by a small group from the Committee and further discussion was held during the Executive.  After further amendment, comments were submitted to JIC.

· Methodist Council Paper on Ministerial Nomenclature (MC/07/84) – comments were submitted to the General Secretary following discussion at the Autumn committee.

· Extended Communion – the Secretary was asked to compile some advice concerning the issue of Extended Communion.  This advice was presented to the Autumn meeting of the committee and then circulated to all chairs of district.  It will form part of the F&O Report to Conference 2008.

· Pastoral Care and Confidentiality – just before the Spring meeting of the Committee, we were asked to review materials being prepared for a report on this issue for the Conference of 2008.  After an initial discussion about a draft theological section of the report, further drafts of the report were made available for comment to the Pastoral Issues Resource Group of F&O Committee which was asked to begin its work early to meet the required deadline.  Comments were received by the working group and are currently being integrated into the report.

· Environmental Policy – in a process similar to the development of the HEEHL documentation, the committee were asked at an early stage to be involved in the development of the theological basis to the new Environmental Policy.  Two members of the committee, both experts in this field, have agreed to work with Steve Hucklesby and the group developing this paperwork for Conference 2009.

· The Diaconate, Mission and Ministry of the Whole Church, What is a Deacon – a small group has been put together representing F&O and the Faith and Order Advisory Group of the Church of England to explore how these two and other documents reflect on our churches’ understanding of the Diaconate.  A report will be made available at a later date and, it is hoped, will feed into the Joint Implementation Group’s final report to Conference 2008.

A number of items on the agenda of the Faith and Order Committee centre on the development of theological resources concerning Fresh Expressions and the Fresh Ways Working Party.  At the Autumn meeting of the Committee, we had an extended discussion of this area of the Church’s mission and agreed to work with the Fresh Ways Working Party and other areas of the Church in order to provide appropriate resourcing:

· The committee has had opportunity to be involved in the drafting of the theological foundations for the Fresh Ways Report to Conference 2008 and of commenting on this section of that report.

· The committee were asked to write a paper on the opportunities within the history and polity of the Methodist Circuit for the development of Fresh Expressions.  The Missional Nature of the Circuit was discussed and amended at the Spring meeting of the committee.  After further reflection and amendment, the paper will be available for wider distribution by the time of Conference 2008.

· The committee were also asked to write a paper on team ministry.  This task has not been completed and work will continue.

· The committee agreed to work with the Faith and Order Advisory Group of the Church of England in the development of an important working party exploring ‘Fresh Expressions and Ecclesiology’.  It is hoped that the work of this small group will begin in early summer with a final report being submitted for Conference 2010.

Finally, the Committee has been putting finishing touches to various aspects of the New Ways of Working in preparation for the network’s launch in September 2008.  The main piece of work completed during the year is the Terms of Reference outlining the structure of the network; roles of various sections of the network and people within it; assumed working practices and processes within the network.  The Terms of Reference will form part of the F&O Report to Conference 2008.

The F&O Network will be launched at a conference at St John’s College in Durham on 2-4 September entitled ‘Doing Theology in the Public Arena: Recreating Faith and Order for the 21st Century’.  It is hoped that the Network will be launched by the President of Conference, Rev Stephen Poxon at the closing Communion Service at the conference.  

The F&O Committee is grateful to those members of the committee who will be moving into the various resource groups and so leaving the actual committee at the launch of the new Network.  Some members are leaving the network altogether.  It is clear that all have offered their time freely to what is often detailed and difficult work.  We look forward to the launch of the new Network and for the incorporation of a host of new names alongside such experience into the Faith and Order work of the Connexion.  

PMP 25.3.07

Additional papers available on request from: faithandorder@methodistchurch.org.uk 
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