The Methodist Council

High Leigh Conference Centre

15-16 April 2008

A G E N D A

Tuesday 15 April 
13:00
LUNCH

14:00
Session 1

1.
Opening Prayers - The Chaplain
2.
Welcomes, Apologies, Letters, Announcements; Observers

3. Minutes of the Methodist Council held on 6-7 February 2008 - to approve 

4. Matters arising:

Assistant Secretary of the Conference

Manager of the GSC/Officer for legal & constitutional practice

Senior Leadership Working Party

Conference 09 - venue

5. Chair’s Business 

6. Minutes of the Strategy and Resources Committee held on 11-12 March 2008 and report from the Chair

7. Report from the Connexional Leadership Team - verbal

14:30
8.
Annual report and accounts, 06/07 [MC/08/26]


Auditors’ Report [MC/08/27]

9.
Stationing Review Group [MC/08/28] to follow

10.
The Gambia [MC/08/29]

11.
JIC, phase 2 [MC/08/30] to follow
16:00
TEA
16:30
Session 2


12.
Report of review group on Women’s Network [MC/08/31]

13.
World Church Relationships – ‘Companions’; capacity in the Team [MC/08/32]
14. Equalities and Diversity [MC/08/33]

15.
Confidentiality and Appointments [MC/08/34]

16.
MPH and the Connexional Team [MC/08/35]
19:00
DINNER
20:00
Session 3


17.
Youth Participation Strategy [MC/08/36]
18.
Youth President and the Connexional Leaders’ Forum [MC/08/37]
19.
TSRE: 

(i) Use of Designated Fund for transitional costs in implementing Training Institutions Review [MC/08/38]
(ii) Constitution [MC/08/39]

20.
Confidentiality and Pastoral Care [MC/08/40]
21:30
EVENING PRAYERS

Wednesday 16 April
07:45

Holy Communion

08.30 

Breakfast

09:15
Session 4
21. Ecumenical Review – the full report [MC/08/41]
22.
Resolution on Darfur [MC/08/42]
23.
Making grants

(i) 
Report of the Grants Implementation Group [MC/08/43]
(ii) 
Grant Making Framework [MC/08/44]
(iii) 
Projects to be initiated in 08/09 [MC/08/45]
24.
Budget 08/09 [MC/08/46]
25.
Report of working group on early human life [MC/08/47]
26.
Team Focus – general report [MC/08/48] to follow
27.
Review of committees [MC/08/49] to follow

11:00
COFFEE

11:30
Session 5

28.
Employment status of ministers [MC/08/50]
29.
Review of SOCMS [MC/08/51]
30.
MRDF/Christian Aid and the Methodist Church [MC/08/52]
31.
Notices of Motion referred to the Council [MC/08/53]
12:30
32.
En bloc business

33.
Note any items referred to the Connexional Leadership Team

34. Note any items referred to the Strategy and Resources Committee

35. Any other business

12:45
Devotions

13.00
LUNCH

EN BLOC ITEMS 

1. Team workplan 08/09 [MC/08/54]
2. Fresh Ways working group – annual report [MC/08/55]
3. Flexible retirement [MC/08/56]
4. Cliff College – Standing Order change [MC/08/57]
5. Review of 1993 Resolutions on Human Sexuality [MC/08/58]
6. Property Consents and rewriting CPD Part 9 [MC/08/59] to follow 

7. Connexional Training Strategies (including support/training for local preachers tutors; update on EDEV; items in the budget for training) [MC/08/60]
8. Report from British Committee of World Methodist Council [MC/08/61]
9. Report from Review of Conference working group [MC/08/62] to follow
10. Appoint Scrutiny Groups – Domestic Abuse guidelines; Worship Leaders Training Course

11. Candidates Appeals Committee [MC/08/63]
12. Memorials Committee [MC/08/64]
13. Conference Business Committee and other Conference appointments [MC/08/65]
14. Diaconal Candidates Selection Committee membership for 2008 [MC/08/66]
15. Nomination of two associate members as members of the Conference [MC/08/67] 
16. Rota for diaconal representation on the 2009 Conference [MC/08/68]
17. Rota for associate members of the Conference from ecumenical partners and autonomous Conferences [MC/08/69]
18. Appointment of new trustee for NCH [MC/08/70]
19. Statistics for Mission: Triennial Returns [MC/08/71]
20. Strategy and Resources Committee: Standing Order Change [MC/08/72] 
21. Guidelines and Standing Orders for ‘lay workers’ [MC/08/73]
22. Pension provision for lay employees at local level [MC/08/74]
23. Faith and Order Committee report [MC/08/75]
