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A:
General report
1. The World Council of Churches (WCC)
1.1. The 10th Assembly of the World Council of Churches meets from 30 October to 8 November 2013 in Busan, Republic of Korea. Its theme takes the form of a prayer: God of life, lead us to justice and peace.

1.2. Last August, the Central Committee of the WCC adopted Together Towards Life: Mission and Evangelism in Changing Landscapes as a statement on mission and evangelism. It was commended as background material for the ‘pilgrimage to Busan’ and will be presented to the Assembly as a resource. It is intended to be broad in its appeal, trying to reach beyond WCC member Churches and affiliated mission bodies. The Central Committee also recommended that the Commission on World Mission and Evangelism make the theme of mission and evangelism in the interfaith context a priority for its future work, and continue its cooperative work with Faith and Order on issues of the unity and mission of the Church.

1.3. The Faith and Order Commission’s study The Church: Towards a Common Vision has already been commended to the WCC’s member Churches for study and formal response. The report will have a prominent place in the programme of the plenaries and ecumenical conversations at the Assembly. It is hoped that it can be studied in as broad an ecumenical context as possible over the next few years. The Faith and Order Committee has begun its discussion of this document with the Church of England’s Faith and Order Commission. 
1.4. Economy of Life, Justice and Peace for All is a call to action and sums up a variety of insights received during a six-year process of consultations and regional studies linking the issues of poverty, wealth, and ecology. It suggests that the analysis of the different crises (global financial, socio-economic, and ecological) should be perceived as intertwined and that the WCC should offer a spiritual approach arising from the alternative visions and powerful language of Christian faith. The Central Committee approved the document and suggested that it should serve as the basic reference paper for the plenaries on justice and peace during the Assembly in Busan.

1.5. On the weekend of 2-3 November 2013, there will be an ecumenical pilgrimage for peace to Seoul and the Conference is invited to send the greetings of the Methodist Church to all those participating in it and to assure them of the prayers of the Methodist people in Britain.

2. Global Christian Forum (GCF)

2.1. The Global Christian Forum describes itself as seeking to offer new opportunities for broadening and deepening encounters. It is especially intended to promote new relationships between and among Christian constituencies which have not been in conversation with one another, who are in conversation with only a select group of partners, and who have engaged in existing ecumenical relationships. It pursues this goal through the creation of a 'space' where participants all meet on an equal basis, to foster mutual respect, and to explore and address together common concerns.
2.2. The second global gathering of the GCF took place in Manado, Indonesia in October 2011. During 2012, a broad consultation with Forum participants pointed to three common global challenges that Churches might address together: the call to mission and the perception of proselytism; responding to the situation of persecuted or suffering Churches; and the future of Christian communion worldwide in light of the dramatic demographic and confessional shifts of recent decades. Clearly, these are complex and sensitive challenges and the GCF Committee is seeking to discern how best to move forward.
3. The Conference of European Churches (CEC)
3.1. The Conference of European Churches (CEC) is an ecumenical fellowship of Churches in Europe which confess the Lord Jesus Christ as God and Saviour according to the Scriptures and therefore seek to fulfil together their common calling to the glory of the one God, Father, Son and Holy Spirit.
 It consists of Orthodox, Protestant, and Old Catholic Churches and some related organisations, and co-operates with the Council of European Roman Catholic Bishops' Conferences. It was in 1972 that the Conference resolved that appropriate steps be taken for the Methodist Church to join CEC ‘without delay’. In part, this decision was taken because of the desire of other Churches, especially other Methodist Churches, to work more closely with the British Methodist Church in the context of Europe.

3.2. A special CEC Assembly meets in Budapest, Hungary from 3 to 8 July and so coincides with this year’s Methodist Conference. Although its main purpose is constitutional – including the consideration of a common purpose, vision, new organisational model, and strategic goals – the decisions made will shape how the member churches share in God’s mission in the European context. The theme of this 14th Assembly is: ‘And now what are you waiting for?’ CEC and its Mission in a Changing Europe. It is inspired by Acts 22:14-16 which refers to witness and a sense of urgency.
4. The Community of Protestant Churches in Europe (CPCE)
4.1. The CPCE is an umbrella organisation of Protestant Churches; 94 Lutheran, Methodist, Reformed, and United Churches, representing around 50 million Protestants from over thirty countries in Europe and South America belong to it.
 Following a recommendation by the European Methodist Council in 1994, the Conference in 1995 resolved that the Methodist Church assent to the ‘Joint Declaration of Church Fellowship’ between the Methodist Churches in Europe and the Churches linked by the Leuenberg Agreement. The Leuenberg Agreement itself was signed on 16 March 1973 and so its 40th anniversary was earlier this year.
4.2. In September 2012, the 7th General Assembly of the CPCE met in Florence with the motto ‘Free for the Future – Protestant Churches in Europe’. Among other things, it looked forward to the 500th anniversary of the Reformation in 2017 and discussed reports on ‘Scripture-Confession-Church‘, ‘Ministry-Ordination-Episcope‘, ‘Stand up for Justice‘, and ‘Ministerial Training‘. The Ecumenical Stakeholders‘ Forum has had an initial discussion on how the Methodist Church in Britain can engage with these reports following the Assembly, how it might contribute to such reports in the future, and an apparent lack of clarity about the status of the reports for CPCE and its member Churches. It has also noted that the question needs to be addressed of how the vision of unity as ‘(unity in) reconciled diversity’ – with which CPCE is often associated and which says that not only contextual (eg cultural and ethnic) diversity but also diversity in belief or confession and church order can be legitimate – relates to the vision of unity known as ‘full visible unity’ to which the Methodist Church has also committed itself.
5. Churches Together in Britain and Ireland (CTBI)
5.1. CTBI’s ‘Four Nations Ecumenical Conference’ took place in May on the theme ‘Hope in Troubled Times’. It brought together those involved in ecumenical networks and networking, senior representatives of the member churches, Bodies in Association, and ecumenical agencies. The ‘troubled times’ of the title include the on-going conflicts in the Middle East and other parts of the world, the longest and deepest economic recession in recent memory, and the continuing criticisms being made of (once) respected institutions, including churches. The aim of the conference was to reflect together on some of these challenges and to explore where the hope can be found and where it is being lived out, how the churches can respond to these circumstances, and how these events and others shape the journey of the churches towards the visible unity for which we pray.
5.2. One of the biggest challenges CTBI faces is the struggle to meet: this is true of the Senior Representatives Meeting and of the Networks. More positively, CTBI is seeking to develop work on Israel/Palestine (following a visit by Board members) and on China.
6. Scotland
6.1. The ecumenical scene in Scotland is coloured by a number of matters, including increased difficulty in funding ministry and mission, the independence referendum in 2014, and on-going debates about human sexuality. From the Methodist perspective, there is a change of Chair for the Scotland District this summer and the District continues to explore the possibility of becoming one circuit.

6.2. ACTS – Action of Churches Together in Scotland – continues its re-visioning process. Three emphases have emerged: first, a change of focus from fellowship to action; secondly, improving how ACTS relates to the local; and thirdly, shared training and development for shared mission and ministry. Whilst two of the networks within ACTS struggle to maintain interest (Mission and Church Life), the other two (Faith Studies – with a focus on The Church: Towards a Common Vision – and Church and Society – with a focus on welfare reforms) alongside the Associated Ecumenical Groups and Bodies have continued to develop and are an effective way of working together. Scottish Churches House has now been leased to ‘Fusion’, which is planning to run the premises as a conference centre with a restaurant, and will sub-let two offices to the Scotland District.
6.3. The EMU (Scottish Episcopal, Methodist, and United Reformed) Partnership
 has experienced a loss of focus with some participants wanting to move to greater sharing in mission and ministry while others seek only to consolidate the progress already made. More recently, there has been a re-commitment by the Partnership to ACTS. The proposals of the Commission of the Covenanted Churches in Wales and the developments in relations between Methodists and Anglicans in Ireland are both provoking interest within the EMU Partnership.
7. England
7.1. The Directors and Enabling Group of Churches Together in England (CTE) have embarked upon a serious conversation about the future direction of the work of the instrument. The membership now includes 38 member Churches representing the wide and diverse character of the Church in England. It is exciting to see the interaction between Catholic and Protestant, Pentecostal and Orthodox, Black and Ethnic minority Churches with the historic Free Churches.

7.2. CTE’s triennial Forum was held in October 2012 at Swanwick on the theme, What does love require of us? The Methodist Church was well represented among both the leaders and participants. The Forum shared in worship, prayer, and Bible study, in home and working groups, and in plenary sessions, and it contributed to discerning a vision of God’s direction for future sharing. The Forum expressed its deep appreciation of the Revd Peter Whittaker’s ministry as Chair of CTE’s Trustees and Moderator of the Enabling Group over the previous eight years. The Moderator of the 2015 Forum is the Revd Doye Agama (Apostolic Pastoral Congress) and the Deputy Moderator is the President-Designate of the Conference, the Revd Ruth Gee.

8. The Free Churches’ Group
8.1. Mr Frank Kantor has been appointed General Secretary of the Free Churches’ Group and, in the light of its Cotswold Statement of 2011 which speaks of the importance of the Group and its need for a clear identity, is helping the Group explore its profile, objectives, values, and principles. Work relating to education, and prison and health care chaplaincies is on-going, as are conversations about its relationship with CTE.
9. Wales
9.1. At the Gathering in Aberystwyth on 13 October 2012, the Commission of the Covenanted Churches in Wales welcomed the General Secretary of the WCC, the Revd Dr Olav Fykse Tveit, to give a key-note address, published a new order for Holy Communion, and launched two discussion documents: the reports of the Working Groups on Church Governance and on Pastoral Oversight. Section B of this report proposes a process to enable the Methodist Church to respond to the recommendations contained in these reports.
9.2. In the last year, a Methodist-URC Liaison Group for Wales has held its first meeting; it will also serve as a Sponsoring Body for URC-Methodist Local Ecumenical Partnerships (LEPs).

10. The Ecumenical Stakeholders’ Forum
10.1. The Forum brings together people engaged with ecumenical work in Wales, Scotland, England, and the wider European context as well as a representative of the Faith and Order Committee and the Ecumenical Officer.

10.2. During the past year, in addition to keeping a general overview of the Methodist Church’s ecumenical relationships, the Forum has focussed on matters relating to the discussion documents from the Commission of the Covenanted Churches in Wales, Europe (including CEC and CPCE), the movement towards interchangeability of ordained ministry between the Methodist Church in Ireland and the Church of Ireland, the Methodist Church’s relationships with the Anglican Churches in Britain, and the ecumenical budget.

11. Methodist Children and Youth Assembly
11.1. A report about the Assembly appears elsewhere in this Agenda but it would be a serious omission if this report did not refer to the role of the Assembly’s Ecumenical Representatives. Mr Neil Bolus served in this capacity from the Youth Assembly in 2010, was invited to a number of national youth events, and attended the FURY (Fellowship of United Reformed Youth) Assembly and the Church of England Youth Council. One recurring issue was identity; one recurring theme was the opportunity to do things together, including mission, worship, and learning.

11.2. Last November Mr Samuel Hutchinson was elected to the role of Ecumenical Representative for 14 to 17-year-olds and Ms Emma Johnson, who is attending the CEC Assembly as a representative of the Conference, was elected to the same role for the 18 to 23-year-old age group.
12. The Methodist-Anglican Panel for Unity in Mission (MAPUM)
12.1. Last November,the Rt Revd Nigel Stock co-chaired his last meeting of MAPUM and the Panel thanked him for his six years of leadership, first as the Chair of the Church of England’s Local Unity Panel and then as one of the co-chairs of MAPUM. The Rt Revd Paul Bayes is now the Anglican Co-Chair.

12.2. The Panel has a wide-ranging agenda and in the past year has included on-going work on covenant partnerships in extended areas (reported to the Conference in 2011 by the JIC in Moving Forward in Covenant), guidelines for District Synods on the latter and LEPs, commenting on the JIC’s quinquennial report, developments in Scotland and Wales (as noted elsewhere in this report) and in relationships with the URC, new forms of ecumenical collaboration, and Bishops’ Mission Orders. The Panel is taking forward work from the House of Bishops discussion on local ecumenism, some of which meshes with the work being done on LEPs by a sub-group of the Group for Local Unity (including support for existing LEPs, criteria for establishing new ones, and other models), but also covers relations with new church networks and Black Majority and Ethnic churches. MAPUM has also noted the training opportunities offered to Diocesan and District Ecumenical Officers in collaboration with CTE and Cytûn.

12.3. Last November, the annual consultation for District and Diocesan Ecumenical Officers was enriched by the attendance of URC Synod Ecumenical Officers. The theme was Ministry Shaped for Mission and, in the spirit of ‘receptive ecumenism’, those belonging to each of the three traditions explored what they might receive from the other two: the Revd Dr Martyn Atkins spoke on Discipleship and building up the ministry of the whole people of God; the Rt Revd Paul Bayes spoke on The bishop in mission; and the Revd Dr John Parry spoke on Formation for ministry of word, sacrament and pastoral care. The consultation shared in a celebration of Holy Communion at which the Revd John Hellyer (Methodist Co-Chair of MAPUM) presided and preached.
13. The British Methodist-Roman Catholic Dialogue Commission
13.1. This is one of the longest established bilateral dialogue commissions. Revised terms of reference have recently been approved for the Commission by both the Roman Catholic Bishops’ Conference of England and Wales and the Methodist Council; one development is to agree an agenda for a five-year programme of work.

13.2. The 50th anniversary of the years of the Second Vatican Council is providing a context in which to consider how both Methodists and Roman Catholics have been responding to and receiving the teaching of that very significant event. During the past year, the Commission has discussed this in general terms as well as with particular reference to Lumen gentium (Dogmatic Constitution on the Church), Gaudium et spes (Pastoral Constitution on the Church in the Modern World), and Unitatis redintegratio (Decree on Ecumenism). It has also been discussing Fresh Expressions in the Mission of the Church (one of the reports presented to last year’s Conference) and the New Evangelization, received reports on the international Methodist-Roman Catholic dialogue and reflections from the Revd Ken Howcroft on his role in Rome, and developing a short bibliography of introductory works on Methodism, Roman Catholicism, and ecumenism.

14. The Methodist-URC Liaison Group
14.1. In consultation with the Strategic Oversight Group, the Liaison Group has also reviewed its terms of reference. Its primary task is to focus on the local and intermediate dimensions of the relationship between the United Reformed Church and the Methodist Church. Following the joint meeting of the Methodist and URC Mission Councils last October, its own meeting in November, and the meeting of the Connexional Leaders’ Forum with the Synod Moderators in January, the Liaison Group has a clearer set of priorities and will do more work electronically between meetings.
14.2. The Liaison Group is looking at the nature and purpose of ecumenical/united areas, up-dating and placing on-line various resources (including those offering information and guidance on membership, ministry, LEPs, property, and finance), and is aware of the work being done through the Group for Local Unity on LEPs.
B:
The Commission of the Covenanted Churches in Wales
15. Introduction
15.1. In 2011, the Conference adopted Resolution 60/2 which adopted the recommendation of Y Cyngor concerning the Commission of the Covenanted Churches in Wales and directed that, on behalf of the Conference, the Methodist Church in Wales continue to support the work of the Commission on those terms for a further period of five years from 2011.

15.2. At the Gathering in Aberystwyth in October 2012, the Commission launched two discussion documents: Church Governance and Pastoral Oversight.
 The following is a summary of the recommendations of the Commission:
It is the Commission’s hope that, at the end of the consultation period these recommendations – perhaps refined by our combined wisdom – may become proposals for the future.
1. The Commission invites the five Covenanted Churches to think of themselves as the Church Uniting in Wales.
2. The Commission recommends: 

· that the Uniting Church will have nine jurisdictions – the six existing Anglican dioceses plus a Methodist jurisdiction, a Presbyterian jurisdiction and a URC/Covenanting Baptist jurisdiction, each of which will be invited to elect its own bishop;
· that a description of the bishop’s role be drawn up and agreed by all five Covenanted Churches;
· that the bishop be consecrated into the historic episcopate, ie ordained by the laying on of hands by at least three bishops who are themselves part of the historic episcopate; 
· that the bishop will ordain all those who are to become ministers within the bishop’s jurisdiction;
· that the bishop will be a bishop in the Church Uniting in Wales and will share collegiality and full interchangeability with all the other bishops of that Church;
· that the bishops of all nine jurisdictions in the Church Uniting in Wales consult with each other at least twice a year;
· that all existing ministers agree to the laying on of hands by at least one Anglican bishop and at least one other bishop representing the other traditions within the Church Uniting in Wales. This would be regarded not as an ordination but as a step forward to full covenanted ministry.
3. Following acceptance of the invitation outlined in 1. above, the Commission recommends: 

· that all member jurisdictions will, for the present, continue to operate their existing ecclesiastical polity; 
· that the Gathering of the Church Uniting in Wales be held annually; and
· that leaders, lawyers and administrators representing all five member Churches be asked to draw up, within a period of five years a Scheme and Constitution for the Uniting Church based on the recommendations in Section 5 of the Report of the Working Group on Church Governance. 
4. The Commission recommends as good practice the appointment in the Church of England of cathedral canons from other denominations. 

5. The Commission recommends that its member churches explore together the role of   the diaconate to see whether they can reach a common mind on this issue.

6. Within Local Ecumenical Partnerships, the Commission recommends: 

· that ministers be encouraged but not required to attend a denominational court other than that of the denomination to which they belong; and
· that churches entrust the administration of the Partnership to a Sponsoring Body selected from members of the Commission of Covenanted Churches or Cytûn.

16. Process of consultation to produce the Methodist Church’s response to the Commission’s recommendations
16.1. The Methodist Church needs to formulate its response to the Commission’s recommendations by the summer of 2014.

16.2. At its meeting last November, Y Cyngor initiated a process of consultation on the recommendations. With the support of Synod Cymru and the Wales Synod this is taking place with the circuits and ardaloedd in Wales and responses will be reported back to Y Cyngor for its meeting in November 2013.
16.3. The Faith and Order Committee has been and the Law and Polity Committee will be asked to produce their responses, both of which will also inform Y Cyngor later this year.

16.4. It is proposed that, in the light of the recommendations agreed by Y Cyngor in response to the recommendations of the Commission, the Conference should direct the Methodist Council to consult with the remaining districts in the Connexion on the recommendations of the Commission.

16.5. A report will be presented to the Conference in 2014 so that the Conference can consider its response to the Commission.

***RESOLUTIONS

12/1.
The Conference received the Report.

12/2.
The Conference requested its representatives to the 10th Assembly of the World Council of Churches to offer its greetings to all those participating in the ecumenical pilgrimage for peace to Seoul and to assure them of the prayers of the Methodists in Britain.

12/3.
The Conference directed that, in the light of the recommendations agreed by Y Cyngor in response to the recommendations of the Commission of the Covenanted Churches in Wales, the Methodist Council shall consult with all the districts except Synod Cymru and the Wales Synod on the recommendations of the Commission, and report to the Conference in 2014.
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