 13.
Managing Trustees of the New Room Bristol (Wesley’s Chapel)
	Contact Name and Details
	Jenny Carpenter, Secretary to the Trustees

Email: Jennyc106@btinternet.com  


1. The New Room and Charles Wesley's House(4 and 5 Charles Street, Bristol)  continue to bring delight and inspiration to pilgrims and visitors alike. No one can fail to be affected by the light and airy chapel set in its green oasis in the midst of the busy shopping centre at the heart of Bristol. Increasingly, it is being valued as a Circuit resource. 

2.
No entrance charge is made for individuals – though groups are asked to make a payment, and donation boxes are in evidence. As opening Charles Wesley's House requires at least two stewards  in addition to those on duty at the New Room, visits there have to be pre-booked. School visits to Charles Wesley's House have been successfully piloted and it is hoped will be a regular feature.  Three days in early July will see the New Room given over to a Scripture Union ’Lifestyle‘ programme around the person of John Wesley involving pupils from six schools.  The Revd Jacky Quarmby, District Education Officer has worked energetically in developing  the New Room's education potential. Quiet days can be offered for adults at Charles Wesley's House.   Two have been based respectively on Susanna and Charles Wesley.

3.
The weekly Saturday coffee and cake mornings run by a rota of churches in the Bristol District are a valued money-raiser for the ongoing work of the New Room. Its worship life centres on the weekly Friday lunchtime services of Holy Communion, many of which are followed by short chamber concerts, ably arranged by Philip Carter, our Director of Music. Other Sunday afternoon or weekday evening concerts feature visiting choirs or well-regarded Bristol ensembles. In October 2013 in a joint venture with the University of Bristol, the International Dictionary of Hymnody, will be launched here.

4.
Plans are progressing for a complementary building on the Horsefair courtyard that will enable the whole of the Preachers' Rooms on the first floor to be an enhanced museum.Much needed library, kitchen and toilets will be accommodated in the new building which will have a lift allowing linked access to the Preacher's Rooms – the existing internal stairs, being narrow and steep, are a deterrent to many older visitors. The Horsefair building will also provide a  readily accessible facility for education and training – thus mirroring one of the key functions of the New Room in the eighteenth century.

5.
Fundraising for the scheme began in earnest on 13 March 2013 with a visit from the Vice-President of the Conference and key Bristol dignitaries.  Officers of the Heritage Lottery Fund have encouraged a Stage I submission  of £2.1m  to the National pot and the verdict is expected in July 2013. Meanwhile essential maintenance continues.

6.
The Trustees are grateful for the wise guidance given by Jo Hibbard, the Connexional Heritage Officer, and for the core funding provided as a Connexional Grant, which funds the Manager, David Worthington. His networking with the commercial fraternity, local media and tourism promotion is invaluable, and he has developed a network of Friends, wellwishers and donors through lecture tours in the United States in three successive years. Our Chair, the Revd A Ward Jones, through his  close relations with Korean Methodism, has been a strong advocate there for the New Room and its vision. 

7.
Being a Trustee is a privilege but it is not an easy option. The Warden, Gary Best, devotes an immense amount of time and energy to that role and has gathered an impressive group of  expert advisers to pursue the Horsefair Project which the Trustees recognise as being essential to the future role and indeed viability of the Trust. Most of the Trustees have some specific expertise/ responsibility such as  the ongoing state of the three properties forming the Trust, the development of the museum, the planning of the schools' programme, the supervision of the Hymnody researcher, the development of the Friends of the New Room, the coordination of grant applications and the pastoral care of officers, stewards and visitors. 

8.
The New Room has been described as "one of Methodism's Crown Jewels". However, it is not enough to protect it and put it on public display. It has a unique place in the story of the people called Methodists the world over, and it must continue to nurture their faith, hope and love into the future. Whosoever will may come!

  SUMMARY  OF  FINANCIAL  STATEMENTS – YEAR  ENDED 31 AUGUST 2012

	INCOMING RESOURCES
	
	
	RESOURCES EXPENDED

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Grants, Donations & Tax recovered
	£68,148
	
	Salaries, Tax etc.
	
	£36,356

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Investment Income & Interest
	
	£7,765
	
	Repairs & Maintenance
	£25,625

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Tours & other fund raising
	
	£11,327
	
	Utilities & Insurance
	£16,652

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Shop sales
	
	
	£17,560
	
	Shop Costs
	
	£7,892

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	No5 Charles Street rent
	
	£21,295
	
	Administration
	
	£4,887

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Funds from Bristol District
	
	£63,284
	
	Horsefair Project Costs
	£63,377

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Other income
	
	
	£6,147
	
	Other expenditure
	
	£16,042

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Total
	
	
	
	£195,526
	
	Total
	
	
	£170,831


 At the year end the breakdown of the Trust’s total funds of £383,517 is as follows:

Unrestricted Funds & Trusts
£55,018

Restricted Funds & Trusts
£207,334

Permanent Endowments
£121,165

***RESOLUTIONS
13/1.
The Conference received the Report.

13/2.
In accordance with Standing Order 220, the Conference appointed the following as Managing Trustees of John Wesley’s Chapel Trust (The New Room) for the connexional year 2013/14:
            
The Revd A Ward Jones (Chair, ex officio); Mr Gary Best (Warden); the  Revd Phillip Hewett             (Deputy Warden); the Revd David G Weeks; Mrs Jennifer M Carpenter; Mr Peter Knowles; Mr  T David Bainbridge; Mr Philip Carter; Mrs Jane Allin; Mr David G Baker; Mrs Clare Campion-Smith;  Mr  Stephen Duckworth; Dr James Gibbs; Mrs Constance Gould; Mr Martin R Hunt; Mrs  Rachel Newton; the Revd Jonathan Pye;  the Revd  Colin Short; the Revd  C  Norman Wallwork; Mr Bob Wood; Mrs  Maureen Wood.
13/3.
The Conference accepted the Statement of Financial Activity for John Wesley’s Chapel, Bristol, for the year ending 31 August 2012.
