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FAIRTRADE


The North Lancashire Synod (R) (Present 141. Vote 141 for, 0 against) urges Conference to encourage each District to work towards becoming a Fairtrade District by formally adopting the 5 goal principles as agreed by the Fairtrade Foundation.

The criteria to establish that a Methodist District can be declared a Fairtrade District are as follows:

1.   Synod passes a Resolution to support and promote Fairtrade across the District, to further encourage the use and sale of Fairtrade products and to serve only Fairtrade coffee and tea at District meetings.


2.   Synod to encourage, circuits and local churches to adopt the same policy.  As far as possible, local churches display literature advertising the fact that Fairtrade products are used and served there.


3.   Ensure Fairtrade tea, coffee and other products, if possible are used  and/or sold by more than 75% of the churches in more than 75% the  circuits.
4.   Attract further media coverage and continue to raise awareness of the FAIRTRADE Mark at local, circuit and district level.
5.   Appoint a District officer to take responsibility for monitoring that goals continue to be met and developed over a period of time, reporting annually to Synod or as otherwise agreed.

Reply
The Conference shares the commitment of the North Lancashire Synod.

The implementation of fair trade policies by local authorities and churches has contributed to the rapid growth in sales of fair trade products in the UK.  Many members of Methodist churches have demonstrated their concern for fairly traded products.  Consequently, the Fairtrade Foundation now accredits denominational areas with fair trade status according to agreed criteria.  

The conference encourages each District Synod to seek accreditation as a Fair Trade District.
The memorial of the North Lancashire Synod offers a specific interpretation of Fairtrade Foundation guidelines.  The conference recommends that individual Districts determine targets consistent with, or exceeding, the guidelines of the Fairtrade Foundation and establish whatever mechanisms are most appropriate to “monitor that goals continue to be met and developed over a period of time”.
The Conference welcomes the Memorial and commends it to the Districts.
Notes – Fairtrade Foundation Guidelines

Broadly, the following Five Goals need to be agreed by your denominational area.

1. To support and promote Fairtrade, further encourage the use and sale of Fairtrade products and to serve only Fairtrade coffee and tea at meetings for which it is responsible.

2. To encourage parishes, Circuits, local churches to adopt the same policy.  As far as possible, display literature advertising the fact that Fairtrade products are used and served there.

3. Ensure Fairtrade tea, coffee and other products, if possible, are used and/or sold by more than a third of the local churches of your denominational area.

4. Attract further media coverage and continue to raise awareness of the FAIRTRADE Mark.

5. Set up a Fairtrade steering group to take responsibility for monitoring that goals continue to be met and developed over a period of time.

