76.
MEMORIALS  FROM  THE  CHESTER  AND  STOKE  DISTRICT


A.  Extending Discipleship and Exploring Vocation

The Chester and Stoke-on-Trent Synod (R) (Present 140. Voting: unanimous) urges the Conference to declare a year or significant season dedicated to the presentation of the claims and challenges of Christian vocation (in their widest forms), making it the theme of preaching and prayer throughout the Connexion to accompany the introduction of “Extending Discipleship and Exploring Vocation”

The Conference adopted as Resolution 76/1:

The Conference notes that according to a progress report on its implementation to be found elsewhere in the Agenda, Extending Discipleship and Exploring Vocation is due to be launched officially in September 2008. It therefore refers the concern of the Chester and Stoke District to the Methodist Council for consideration and report to the Conference of 2008.  


B.  Reorganisation of Circuits for Mission 

The Chester and Stoke-on-Trent Synod (R) (Present 148. Vote: 104 for, 34 against), having heard the conference call to circuits to develop circuit mission strategies and start exploring new ways of being "circuit", requests the Connexional Team to explore options for Circuits rather than Local Churches to act as trustees and make appropriate decisions about the best use of all resources available to the Circuit. Any new arrangement would need to ensure that:


*
Circuits work in careful and fully consultative ways with Local Churches


*
reasoned statements are given for each decision. 

In the current situation it may be necessary for Circuits to make the hard decisions being requested by the Connexion and vital for the future well-being of Methodist mission.

The Conference adopted as Resolution 76/2:

The Conference notes the concern of the Chester and Stoke District and directs that the reply to M63 (2007) be sent to the District in response.

