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MUSIC RESOURCES GROUP

Background

The attached report is produced by the Music Resources Group appointed by the Conference. It sets out progress in fulfilling the remit of the Conference to produce proposals for

(a) a new baseline collection of authorised hymns and songs

(b) a rolling resource of additional commended material to be produced annually

(c) a constantly updated collection of topical and contemporary material to be received and made available on a website.

The report and its appendix setting out the criteria used by the Music Resources Group for determining the inclusion or exclusion of hymn texts are presented to the Council for information.

Outstanding Issues

The Music Resources Group was appointed by the Conference and expected to work with mph. The decisions of the 2008 Conference that mph should cease to exist as a separate entity and its continuing functions be integrated with and managed by the Connexional Team under the authority of the Methodist Council, and that full integration be achieved by 31 August 2009, change the situation. Options and costings need to be canvassed for producing the material in a variety of potential formats. To achieve those, negotiations need to be held with other publishers about potential partnerships, and whether the material will be published at the potential risk and profit of the Church or the publishing partner. Recommendations need to be made in the light of all that. In the interim, work on such as gaining copyright clearance needs to be commissioned and paid for. 

All of the above requires the provision of resources, a budget, careful management and clear lines of accountability. Some person or group needs to be authorised to undertake it. The proposed meeting on 17 October of Janet Morley (Head of the Christian Communication, Evangelism and Advocacy cluster in the Connexional Team) with members of the Music Resource Group and a task group of people from mph with particular expertise provides the nucleus of such a group. The accountability could be to the Strategy and Resources Committee, which could authorise the appointment of any additional people with appropriate expertise who might be required by the work of the group.  

Action required by the Council

Resolutions:

1. The Council notes the report and its appendix

2. The Council authorises the group consisting of members of the Connexional Team, the Music Resources Group and the mph Task Group meeting on 17 October to produce proposals for the Strategy and Resources Committee to ensure the management of the work necessary to fulfil the remit of the Conference within an appropriate budget. 

The Music Resources Group Report to the Methodist Council September 2008

The Conference of 2007 directed the Music Resources Group to prepare a new ‘baseline’ collection of authorised hymns and songs for Methodist worship. The draft list was to be available in the autumn of 2008 so that there could be consultation in the church prior to the list being presented to the Conference of 2009. The new collection was to be published in 2010.

The Conference also approved the preparation of a ‘rolling resource’ of commended material additional to the new collection to be published electronically in 2010 and annually thereafter.

The Conference further approved the preparation of a constantly updated collection of topical and contemporary material to be received and made available on an appropriate website.

1. Since the 2007 Conference the Music Resources Group (MRG) has reviewed over a hundred collections published since Hymns and Psalms in 1983, including individual and international material. This has been a mammoth task and is ongoing as new collections continue to be published .e.g. Songs of Fellowship 4. We are also looking at unpublished material which has been submitted to us.

2. We have reviewed Hymns and Psalms and have made recommendations about which hymns should be kept and which should be excluded. If this is to be a new collection we believe only about a third of the present collection should be retained. We have included hymns which are in the Methodist Worship Book and the historic hymns of our Methodist tradition, including approximately seventy hymns of Charles Wesley. The final list should have about eight hundred hymns.

3. We hope the new collection will have the best of the old and the best of the new reflecting a diversity of theological and musical traditions with hymns and worship songs. We are seeking to be sensitive in the use of language in relation to gender and race. We are also mindful of themes and aspects of worship not well resourced in Hymns and Psalms. In the draft index to the new collection, titles include global issues and the stewardship of creation . We will also have a short song section.

4. We have a main committee appointed by Conference working on the choice of material. The criteria for inclusion and exclusion of hymn texts are attached as an appendix. The committee has met monthly with two residential meetings in February and July this year. 

5. There are also two sub groups; a words group and a music group. The members of the words group are categorising hymns and songs recommended by the main committee. They also hope to produce footnotes giving suggestions to the use of material in worship. The music group is concerned with musical arrangements and the music in Hymns and Psalms is being reviewed as well as arrangements for new items. Some new arrangements have been commissioned and are being produced by David Peacock and Paul Leddington-Wright 

6. At the outset the collection would be in printed form and an electronic version is anticipated. But it is much easier to gain copyright consent to produce in printed form than electronic which may result in the electronic form not being as complete as a printed version. MRG believes that the published collection should be a melody edition as this would facilitate the learning of new tunes. There should also be audio recordings and backing tracks where possible to help congregations become familiar with new material.

7. The Faith and Order Committee has two representatives on the MRG who will see all the new material. But in consultation with the Faith and Order Committee Secretary, Revd Dr Peter Phillips, the Committee will also need to see the texts for authorisation and the contents list of the collection. This will be scrutinised by the new Worship and Liturgy Resource Group (WLRG). The Chair of MRG, Revd Barbara Bircumshaw and Revd Dr Andrew Pratt, a member of MRG, are also members of the WLRG.

8. MRG’s contact with mph has been mainly through Jonathon Bailey appointed as a consultant by mph. His email survey of presbyters on the likely take up on the new collection has been encouraging. Mph has formed a task group for the project and members of MRG are meeting with this group and Janet Morley the Communications Officer on 17 October. With the downsizing of mph, MRG has concerns over who should publish the collection as the skills necessary for publishing, in particular, copyright and music setting and electronic publishing are not available within the organisation. We feel that serious consideration be given to a publisher with the appropriate skills and experience. 

9. We have sought to publicise our work at the 2008 Conference, the Youth Conference and the Methodist Church Music Society and various workshops. A DVD was produced for the September synods. Articles have been written for Momentum, Ichthus, The Methodist Evangelical Alliance and the Recorder .These have elicited some correspondence; most of it has been positive with items submitted for consideration .Concerns have been expressed about music harmony 

10. We anticipate having a draft list of hymns and songs available in November/December so that there can be consultation throughout the Connexion. We are arranging a feedback process from the consultation so that we can bring a final list to the 2009 Conference.

11. The rolling resource has not been discussed in depth by MRG as we have focussed our time on the new collection. Mph has advised that this should not be published the same year as the new collection but in 2011. As we have reviewed material the scoring information that has been recorded will be of considerable assistance in defining the first rolling resource. However fuller discussion will be needed on the contents of the resource, the method of determining the contents and the method of publication.

12. MRG has set up a website which can be accessed through the Methodist Church site. New material is posted on the site applicable to the liturgical seasons of the year and in response to particular situations.

13. MRG was originally set up at the 2004 Conference to produce a supplement to Hymns and Psalms and this has been a good preparation for the task of producing a new authorised collection. We hope our work will be brought to fruition in 2009 with the approval of the Conference to publish a new Methodist Hymnbook for the twenty first century.

Barbara Bircumshaw


Chair of the Music Resources Group

Appendix:
Criteria for inclusion and exclusion of hymn texts for the proposed Methodist 

Collection

Criteria used to decide on retention/removal of texts from Hymn & Psalms:

Note:

a) It is assumed that texts which are retained unaltered from Hymns & Psalms will not require further authorisation of Faith & Order or, indeed, Conference as these have already been authorised previously. Altered hymns may require fresh authorisation.

b) Those hymns which remain in Hymns & Psalms which do not continue into the new collection will not lose their authorisation. The precedent for this rests in the continued use of the Methodist Hymn Book (1933) and older versions of certain texts in some parts of the connexion.

c) These notes are written in response to the anticipated question of the status of previously authorised texts.

Criteria for exclusion:

1.1 Texts which are rarely if ever used. Use to be determined partly by preliminary surveys carried out by mph (circa 2004) and by the combined knowledge and experience of members of the Music Resource Group (MRG).

1.2 Texts which are archaic in language or outdated in theological expression and/or metaphor.

1.3 Texts which are gender exclusive (in relation to humanity) where this exclusivity cannot be effectively edited and the text is not of historic significance in Methodism.

Criteria for continued inclusion
:

2.1 Texts which fit the criteria 3.2, 3.3, 3.4 for new texts (see the next section).

2.2 Texts which are historically significant in terms of their representation of Methodist tradition, heritage or theology or broader Christian usage and tradition.

2.3 Texts in widespread use across the Connexion.

2.4 Texts in more limited but significant use across the Connexion.

Criteria used to decide on the acceptance of new texts for the proposed Methodist Collection

3.1 Texts to be considered should have become available since 1983, the date of publication of Hymns & Psalms, unless a special case is made for inclusion, on the grounds that the text may have been overlooked, or have remained popular despite its exclusion from H&P.

3.2 New texts should be gender inclusive in relation to people and a balance of gender language in relation to God has been sought.

3.3 Texts should be in contemporary English using appropriate language, theological reference and metaphor.

3.4 Following the Methodist Worship Book texts have been sought which include a range of imagery about God e.g. mother, shepherd and rock.

3.5 Texts which are widely or popularly used will be considered on merit even if they breach the notes 3.1, 3.2 and 3.3.

3.6 Texts which are contrary to Methodist theology or doctrinal standards will be excluded, the final court for decision being Conference working through representatives of the Faith & Order Committee.

3.7 Within these constraints texts have been sought which express old truths in new and fresh ways, which address contemporary issues or which are necessary for the extended 3.8 3.8 Contents suggested by the MRG members.

3.8 Hymns printed in the Methodist Worship Book should be included with unaltered wording.

Criteria used to decide on the acceptance of new texts for the proposed Rolling Resource

4.1 Texts which become available after the main collection has been completed or which are deemed to fall in line with [3] below.

4.2 Texts which are completely new or which have only become widely available in recent years.

4.3 Texts which fit criteria 3.2, 3.3 or 3.4 with reference to new texts for the Methodist Collection.

4.4 Texts which have an appeal in a particular context or within a particular constituency of the church. e.g., for all age worship, new worship songs, hymns and songs which might be regarded as having a limited life though which are currently considered to be of value. 

4.5 It is envisaged that the contents of this resource will be reported annually to the Faith and Order Committee, but will not require Conference approval year on year as this resource will not be deemed to be authorised material in the full sense of the word.

Criteria used to decide on the acceptance of new texts for the extant web-site

5.1 Hymns or songs will be very new, or little circulated, material which is available for free local use for one year from the date of submission with the acknowledgement of copyright details.

5.2 A decision will be made by a small panel comprising members of the MRG as to worthiness for posting of texts broadly using the criteria outlined for new texts above.

5.3 Such texts may be experimental, deriving from a particular situation or constituency, addressing immediate issues (e.g., natural disasters) or for other reasons deemed from time to time to be sensible by the sub-group (e.g., competition winners).

5.4 No correspondence will be entered into with authors or copyright holders save that necessary to clarify conditions of use.

5.5 No payment will be made to authors or copyright holders whose material is deemed worthy to be displayed.

5.6 It is envisaged that the contents of this resource will be reported annually to the Faith and Order Committee, but will not require Conference approval year on year as this resource will not be deemed to be authorised material in any sense of the word.

�Some older texts may be amended in the following manner: 


Try as far as possible to remove gender exclusive language with reference to people.


To use texts already modified in other collections such as Rejoice and Sing where this has been done well. This would serve to make ecumenical singing easier and save us re-inventing the wheel.


If we wish to take a heavier line, then move towards removing thee and thou (where not rhyme dependant and where such change doesn’t damage the overall feel of the hymn by mixing contemporary and archaic language)





� This resource will be updated annually with material added year on year. Material which becomes dated will also be removed from the resource. Ultimately this will enable easier updating of the main collection after a period of years as material published in the interim will have been noted. 





