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Update to Council on the Music Resources Group

This report outlines the considerable progress made by the Music Resources Group (MRG) in preparing a base line of authorised hymns and songs for Methodist Worship as directed by Conference in 2007.  

Summary

1) A draft of hymns and songs was produced by the end of 2008 that was published on the internet and in the Methodist Recorder.  Over 400 online responses to this draft and some 100 written response have been received and are currently being reviewed by Revd Brian Hoare.  A report of this review will be made to Conference 2009.

2) An initial report from Faith and Order (attached) was received by the MRG and an agreement with them that more time would be needed for the texts and the texts as a collection to be scrutinised.

3) That MRG would continue its work of commissioning new pieces where it is felt there are gaps in the collection, of editing texts and music, and of developing the texts as a collection, looking in particular at the structure of the book and seeking to address the issues raised by the Faith and Order Committee.  The Faith and Order Committee and the MRG would work closely together in this project.

4)  MRG will bring to Conference a report outlining the work done and the reports received.  It will also bring a robust scheme that will allow it to present a base line of authorised hymns and songs for Methodist Worship by Conference 2010.  They will also bring a business case for the publishing of such a collection as a new Hymn Book and the form(s) in which it will be published.

Council should note the considerable work that has gone on, and at times under a great deal of pressure, in coming as far as this and also the general willingness to take the whole Church along in such a complex project.
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	· Recommendations:
· MRG should be commended for the immense amount of work it has done to date and given encouragement to see the process through to conclusion without sacrificing quality for haste. 

· The Committee understands the huge amount of work still to be done - in terms of hymn/song (re-) selection, content schema editing, commissioning missing material, editing of all texts, copyright processing, music editing and so on

· As such, in relation to Conference 2009, the Committee did not feel that the material was in a place to be authorised/recommended/ received at this year’s Conference nor that there was sufficient time to make it ready for submission.
· The Committee were not in a place to make a decision on the level of authorisation appropriate for a future collection – further scrutiny work was needed to determine this

· In order to complete its scrutiny of the hymn collection, the Committee required sufficient time to look at specific texts when these texts, and the collection as a whole, are in a more complete form than they are at present.

· The Committee are still weighing up the merit of either keeping Hymns and Psalms as an authorised text (and so the new collection would act as a supplement cf. MRG reports 2004-2006) or going for one new text (MRG report 2007) 

· Contents schema should be thoroughly revised incorporating points from the discussion in WLRG and F&O committee, including:
· Contents schema should begin with God, even be contained within God, and not seek to reflect the dynamics of a preaching service.
· Contents schema should reflect an authentic theological story and avoid separating church from the world/humanity from global issues
· Contents schema should use ‘Christ’ throughout rather than alternate between ‘Jesus’ and ‘Christ’.
· Language of ‘stewardship’ should be replaced by language about the ‘integrity of creation’
· Contents schema should include reference to ‘kingdom’/‘reign’ of God
· Contents schema should not include a ‘Short Songs’ section
· The Methodist Identity of the collection needs to be reviewed in order to ensure that:
· Tradition emphases of Methodist Theology are strengthened throughout the collection, especially ‘Arminianism’, ‘Assurance’, ‘Perfect Love’, ‘Social Holiness’

· There is enough material to transmit both the tradition and the doctrines of the Methodist people.
· That the collection is useable in terms of theological education and celebrating Methodist Identity, emphases and traditions


