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Application for Validation under S.O.565A from Cliff College 
Basic Information

	Contact Name and Details
	Doug Swanney, Head of Discipleship & Ministries
swanneyd@methodistchurch.org.uk

	Status of Paper
	Final

	Action Required
	Accept Resolution

	Draft Resolution
	The Council notes the approval given to the Certificate in Theology programme at Cliff College as an alternative to Faith & Worship for Methodist Local Preachers in training, for the period until 2014.



	Alternative Options to Consider, if Any
	


Summary of Content

	Subject and Aims


	To note the approval of the Certificate in Theology course at Cliff as an approved alternative to Faith & Worship.

	Main Points


	The Scrutiny Group has examined all the documentation submitted from Cliff and found that the programme meets the required outcomes of Faith & Worship.

	Background Context and Relevant Documents (with function)
	Alternatives to Faith & Worship can be approved providing a Scrutiny Group has approved the outcomes of the course meet the outcomes of Faith & Worship.    

	Consultations


	Council appointed Scrutiny Group


Summary of Impact 

	Standing Orders
	Complies with 565 (A)

	Wider Connexional
	Enables more people to become accredited LP’s 


Application for Validation under S.O.565A from Cliff College
 

The Scrutiny Group appointed by the Council has considered the submission of the revised programme of the Certificate in Theology, now validated by the University of Manchester, and has agreed that the course be validated as an alternative to "Faith & Worship" for Methodist Local Preachers in training.  

 

The members of the Scrutiny Group particularly noted the new module entitled "Theological Exploration for Methodist Preachers" focusing on preaching practice and resourcing Christian worship.  There remains the suggestion that Standing Orders are revised to strengthen the necessary relationship between home circuit, institution and the college's neighbouring circuit.  

 

The Scrutiny Group has emphasised that each candidate using this route for accreditation as a Local Preacher must be seen to take responsibility for a whole Act of Worship and not just as part of a team ministry when the required formal assessments are being made.

 

The Scrutiny Group is of a mind that the re-validation should now be for the years up to 2014 i.e. five years from 2009.

***RESOLUTION

The Council notes the approval given to the Certificate in Theology programme at Cliff College as an alternative to Faith & Worship for Methodist Local Preachers in training, for the period until 2014.

