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Basic Information

	Contact Name and Details
	Sarah Bennison, Creative Resources Team Leader, bennisons@methodistchurch.org.uk

	Status of Paper
	Final

	Action Required
	For approval

	Draft Resolution
	The Council appoints the Singing the Faith reference group.


	Alternative Options to Consider, if Any
	None



Summary of Content

	Subject and Aims

	The aim of this paper is to inform Council of the names of individuals willing to participate in a new Singing the Faith reference group to fulfil Conference Resolution 45/2. 

	Main Points


	· The Music Resources Group (MRG) made its final report to Conference 2011
· Following publication of Singing the Faith in September 2011 it is expected that there will be questions about the collection on which the Connexional Team may need advice

· The Singing the Faith Plus website will also need the support of a group of experts, including those who can cover Faith & Order issues 

	Background Context and Relevant Documents (with function)
	Conference 2011 report 45 and Resolution 45/2

	Consultations
	Representatives of MRG and members of the Singing the Faith Plus resource group


Summary of Impact 

	Standing Orders
	None

	Faith and Order
	Requirement for some time from Faith and Order Worship and Liturgy group

	Financial
	A small allocation to cover group meeting and travel expenses 

	Personnel
	None

	Legal including impact on other jurisdictions
	None

	Wider Connexional
	The publication of Singing the Faith is an important event in the life of the Methodist Church and it is important that ongoing support is provided 

	External (e.g. ecumenical)
	None
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1. The 2011 Conference received the final report of the Music Resources Group (MRG) relating to the publication of the new hymn collection Singing the Faith. 
2. Following publication of Singing the Faith in September 2011 it is expected that there will be questions about the collection on which the Connexional Team may need advice. The Singing the Faith Plus website will also need the support of a group of experts, including those who can cover Faith & Order issues raised by new material. 
3. Resolution 45/2 directs the Methodist Council to “appoint a Singing the Faith Reference Group to work with the Connexional Team in order to provide continuing support for Singing the Faith and to develop and expand the Singing the Faith Plus website”. 

4. MRG and the Singing the Faith Plus resource group discussed the formation of a new group and decided that it needed representatives to cover the following aspects and issues: 
4.1 Faith & Order
4.2 Musical quality

4.3 Editorial integrity

4.4 Youth interests

4.5 World Church and diversity

4.6 External perspectives

4. Several individuals were approached to ascertain their availability and willingness to participate in the new group. 

5. The following are proposed: 

	Name
	Interests and qualifications

	Adrian Burdon
	Member of the Faith and Order Committee and Convenor of Worship & Liturgy resource group.
Appointed to cover Faith & Order issues.


	Paul Wood
	Previously MRG member, musician, very experienced.
Appointed to provide continuity with MRG as well as musical advice.


	Andrew Murphy
	Circuit Minister and hymn writer.
Appointed to provide perspective of active worship leader.


	Rob Newton
	Board member of ArtServe, musician.

Appointed to provide external perspective and advice on newer music.


	Christina Shaw
	Student and Local Preacher on note.
Appointed to provide viewpoint of younger member, with some local preacher and Vineyard Church experience.



Connexional Team members 

	Name
	Responsibilities 

	Laurence Wareing
	Freelance editor, Singing the Faith Plus.
Appointed in capacity as Editor of Singing the Faith Plus website.


	Sarah Bennison
	Creative Resources Team Leader.
Appointed as main Connexional Team contact with management and editorial expertise.


	Suzanne Johnson 
	Marketing coordinator, previously member of MRG PMG.
Appointed for marketing expertise. 



	Dave Webster
	Internet Communications coordinator.
Appointed for internet expertise.


	Steve Pearce
	Partnership coordinator, World Church Relationships, previously MRG.
Appointed for world church overview and musical expertise.



Resolution

The Council appoints the Singing the Faith reference group. 

