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Ecumenical Instruments in England Scotland and Wales: funding for 5 years
Basic Information

	Contact Name and Details
	Christine Elliott elliottc@methodistchurch.org.uk 020 7467 5242
The Revd KG Howcroft  howcroftk@methodistchurch.org.uk 020 7467 5147

	Status of Paper
	Final

	Action Required
	Decision

	Draft Resolution
	That the Council approve the revised funding arrangements for the three ecumenical instruments in Britain.

	Alternative Options to Consider, if Any
	Leave the level of ecumenical funding unchanged


Summary of Content

	Subject and Aims


	Funding arrangement for the three British ecumenical instruments



	Main Points


	To report the process regarding the reduction in funding for the respective ecumenical instruments


Over the past few years funding of the ecumenical instruments has undergone a major overhaul. Up until three years ago we gave an annual grant to the Churches Together in Britain and Ireland which in turn distributed grants to the respective county specific bodies. Now, the respective ecumenical instruments receive annual grants directly, plus we give a grant of £15,000 to CTBI. The ratio for this current distribution (50/25/25) was agreed at a General Secretaries meeting two years ago with the intention of reviewing it in due course.
The Ecumenical Stakeholders Group have now reviewed this and given consideration to the level of funding for the instruments. The group thinks any funding needs to reflect the changes in our church with regard to decreasing membership and to fall in line with the Council decision to reduce the Connexional budget by up to 30%. However, to recognise The Priorities of the Methodist Church we believe that ecumenical work needs to be supported and therefore recommend that we reduce the grants by 20% not 30%, over the next three years as set out in the following table. The rationale for not staying with the above distribution and working with something closer to (60/20/20) is behind a greater reduction in funding to Scotland and Wales and the smaller reduction for England. 
	Ecumenical Instrument
	Funding 2010
	Year 1
	Year 2
	Year 3
	Year 4

	ACTS
	£33,000
	£33,000
	£30,000
	£28,000
	£22,000 

	CYTUN
	£33,000
	£33,000
	£30,000
	£28,000
	£22,000 

	CTE
	£66,000
	£66,000
	£62,000
	£62,000
	£62,000 

	Total
	£132, 000
	£132,000
	£122,000
	£118,000
	£106,000 


Resolution: that the Council approves the revised funding arrangements for the three ecumenical instruments.
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