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THE METHODIST CHURCH & UNITED REFORMED CHURCH CROSS REPRESENTATION –METHODIST OBSERVERS AT URC MISSION COUNCIL

Basic Information

	Contact Name and Details
	Isha Coke

Executive Support Officer

Email: cokei@methodistchurch.org.uk

	Status of Paper
	Final

	Action Required
	Decision

	Draft Resolution
	· 1 The Methodist Church continue to provide cross representation at the URC Mission Council.
2 The Methodist cross representative at the Mission Council should be every third President of the Methodist Conference, who would commence the cross representative role at designation and serve for three years.

· 

	Alternative Options to Consider, if Any
	None


Summary of Content

	Subject and Aims


	To review the Methodist Church and the United Reformed Church agreement regarding cross representation at the Methodist Council and URC Mission Council.


	Background Context and Relevant Documents (with function)
	The Methodist Council originally decided that their observer at the Mission Council should be the then President designate. In order to provide clarity about succession, amendments to the terms of cross representatives for the Methodist Church are being proposed to parallel the Mission Council’s cross representation terms.

Relevant Documents: 
· 2008 Methodist Conference Resolution 62/2

· 2008 General Assembly Resolution 16

· 2009 Methodist Council minute 09.1.12 (ii)  

	Consultations
	Methodist-URC Strategic Oversight Group


The Methodist Church & United Reformed Church Cross Representation - Methodist Observers at Mission Council 
Introduction
1) The Methodist Church and the United Reformed Church made an agreement regarding cross representation at the Methodist Council and URC Mission Council, whose representatives are then co-opted onto the Strategic Oversight Group, at the December 2008 Mission Council and the February 2009 Methodist Council.  The resolution stated that the cross representation arrangement between both denominations would be reviewed in 2010 which is what this paper sets out to do.
Background
2) At the 2008 Methodist Conference and the 2008 General Assembly Resolution 62/2 and Resolution 16 respectively were agreed in identical terms with a commitment to:

‘…work more closely together, using more efficiently the resources of the two Churches to increase our effectiveness in mission and outreach….’

3) The February 2009 Council Minute 09.1.12 (ii) stated that:  The Council, responding to Resolution 62/2 of the 2008 Conference: 

‘ invites  a representative of the United Reformed Church to be a regular observer at its meetings and wishes to appoint a Methodist observer to attend the Mission Council, with this arrangement being subject to review in 2010.’

4) The United Reformed Church decided that their observer at the Methodist Council should be one of the two Assembly Moderators elect.  The agreed Methodist Church representative at the Mission Council was the then President designate. In order to provide clarity about succession, amendments to the terms of cross representatives for the Methodist Church are being proposed to parallel the Mission Council’s cross representation proposals.
Strategic Oversight Group
5) At the Strategic Oversight Group meeting in January 2011 it was proposed that the Methodist cross representatives should be based on every third President being the rep for three years from designation, ensuring that the cross representative would automatically be a member of the Methodist Council throughout their time on Mission Council.  This would ensure continuity and communication. 
6) The Strategic Oversight Group also proposed that the URC representative to Methodist Council should continue to be a post shared by the two Assembly Moderators, with a handover to their successors at the mid point of their two year term as Moderators and their successors’ terms as Moderators elect. Only one Moderator would attend any one meeting of the Mission Council.    
Recommendation
a) 
The Methodist Church continue to provide a cross representative at the URC Mission Council.
b) 
The Methodist cross representative at the Mission Council should be every third President of the Methodist Conference who would commence the cross representative role at designation and serve for three years.
7) Recommendation for URC Mission Council debate in May for Information
a)    The URC continue to provide a cross representative at the Methodist Council.
b) 
The URC cross representative at the Methodist Council should be one of the URC Assembly Moderators/Moderators Elect who would commence a two year cross representative role a year before being inducted and would conclude after one year as Moderator.
