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Basic Information 
	Contact Name and Details
	The Revd Jenny Ellis,  Co-ordinator of Evangelism, Spirituality and Discipleship.

020 7467 5122

	Status of Paper
	Final

	Action Required
	To note

	Draft Resolution
	The Conference receives the report.

	Alternative Options to Consider, if Any
	N/A


Summary of Content

	Subject and Aims

	Report back on the Methodist Response to the Biblefresh Initiative.

	Main Points


	The Bible and Discipleship

Connexional Team Contribution to the Year of the Bible: Biblefresh Intiative

Biblefresh Festivals

Bigbible 

Handwritten Bible project



	Background Context and Relevant Documents (with function)
	Biblefresh Report to Conference 2010.

	Consultations
	Biblefresh Planning group


Summary of Impact 

	Standing Orders
	N/A

	Faith and Order
	N/A

	Financial
	£50,000 was committed to resource Biblefresh related activities

	Personnel
	The Church’s financial commitment included £5k towards the Revd Rob Cotton’s secondment to the Bible Society.  

	Legal 
	N/A

	Wider Connexional
	Giving focus for the beginning of the Deepening Discipleship initiative, helping people recognise the importance of Scripture in sustaining missional discipleship.

	External (e.g. ecumenical)
	Ecumenical collaboration in organising Biblefresh events, handwriting the Bible.

	Risk
	None


2011 Year of the Bible: A Response to Biblefresh  
Introduction

1. The 2009 Methodist Conference designated 2011 as the Year of the Bible, as part of its commitment to the Biblefresh movement.  The centre piece of this movement is a call to local churches to make four pledges to encourage everyone to: 

READ the Bible;

Be TRAINED in handling the Bible effectively

Give to TRANSLATE the Bible in Burkino Faso

Provide the opportunity for people to EXPERIENCE the Bible in new and creative ways.

2. 2011 is the 400th anniversary of the King James Bible and an opportunity to celebrate the Scripture as a gift from God, taking up the challenge of encouraging people to read and engage with it in fresh, life-changing ways and to grow in confidence in making it accessible to our contemporary cultures.

The Bible and Discipleship

3. John Wesley forged our identity as a people raised up by God to bring “Scriptural Holiness” to the land. Our celebration of Scripture is the first strand in our five year connexional emphasis on Deepening Discipleship. The aim of having such an emphasisis to help us to re-engage in the twenty-first century with our core identity as a movement for forming disciples. We are seeking to help Methodists grow and develop as inspired, joyful, and engaged people whose life styles make them stand out in their communities because who they are flows into what they do; a people who know who they are because they have found God’s purpose in their lives; a group of Christian disciples living with integrity. 
4. The Biblefresh initiative has provided some focal points to re-call Methodists to the transformative power of Scripture in their discipleship.  The knowledge and ability to connect and put our own story within the broad frame of God’s story informs and sustains us in our identity as children of God. This ability to reflect theologically is a powerful means of grace that enables us to discern God speaking in our lives and communities. Biblefresh will in turn naturally lead in 2012 into the second strand in the Deepening Discipleship initiative as we focus on the Means of Grace, and the framework of spiritual disciplines which enables us to train for and sustain a Christian way of living in the whole of our lives. A disciplined immersion in Scripture helps to shape our attitude and values, so that we love God and people more deeply and authentically.

5. The motif shown on the Deepening Discipleship leaflet and website (a Turvey Abbey image entitled Reconciliation) draws on many Scriptural allusions to depict discipleship as a journey of reconciliation. This portrays a Scriptural understanding of discipleship. It is a movement of the Spirit calling us from despair to hope, from alienation to homecoming; from being snared in temptation to confident Christian living;  a journey into hope that is continuous and cyclical, as the movement of the Spirit is worked out in the multiple and evolving contexts of our communities and world.  
6. This sense of reconnecting our understanding of the shape of discipleship to its Scriptural origins is brought out in our strap lines for the year: 
An Invitation to Deepen Discipleship.

Celebrating Scripture as a gift from God
Reading the Bible so that it speaks into our lives

Bearing the Word into our communities
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The Connexional Team contribution to the Year of the Bible: Biblefresh initiative

7.  In working out our Methodist response to Biblefresh, the Connexional Team has worked in a creative partnership with the Biblefresh movement and particularly Rob Cotton seconded from the Bible Society, other members of the Bible Society, CODEC (a research intitiative at St John’s College, Durham) and also with key identified representatives from the Districts. The majority of Districts have also identified a contact person who has acted as a two-way focal point of information about Biblefresh. 


8. In September 2010, an Envisioning Day was held at Methodist Church House to which 19 Districts sent representatives. The Day aimed to inspire representatives with ideas about how their Districts might be able to creatively respond to Biblefresh, either by organising beacon festivals or a series of smaller but possibly even more effective initiatives. It received enthusiastic feedback.


9. The Connexional Team has also created a website for Deepening Discipleship resources: www.deepeningdiscipleship.org.uk. This has begun with a focus on the Bible, but will sustain the initiative through the five years. The website is a work in progress, which is developing each week. 
10. 20,000 copies of a leaflet inviting people to “Deepen Discipleship” have been distributed to synods, districts and ministers and we have gone for a reprint due to popular demand. York and Hull District, for example, have requested 7,500 because they want every attendee at their churches to receive one, and aim to get 50% regularly reading their Bible every day as part of their discipleship. We have also produced an attractive Link Mailing “Deepen Discipleship: freshly engaging with Scripture”, with many ideas about how to engage with the initiative - including ideas for engaging in a Marathon read of the Bible. We have reprinted Link Mailing Autumn 2009 “How well do you know your Bible?” with taster sessions for small groups to try out different approaches to the Bible -this includes a taster of the Disciple course, an excellent 34-week challenging and transformative Bible study course. The Evangelism, Spirituality and Discipleship team continue to develop trainers who are able to deliver training to potential Disciple group leaders at regionally organised events around the Connexion.
11. Deepening Discipleship is reflected across the Connexional Team’s work, including this year’s Biblefresh activity. There was a series of Biblefresh workshops at the lay workers’ Connecting Discipleship Conference in February, several of which were over-subscribed. The Youth and Children’s team have worked with Jamie Hill from the Bible Society to ensure a youth and children’s response to Biblefresh. The Communications & Media team have ensured coverage in the Methodist Recorder, including a two page spread in the New Year. 
Biblefresh Festivals

12. We have encouraged, inspired and worked in partnership with Districts to resource five to ten Biblefresh Festivals. Many District representatives have worked very hard and inspirationally to produce plans for some excellent Biblefresh launches, festivals and events. Three of these have already taken place: a launch in Nottingham (with 200 attending); a festival in East Anglia (over 120 attendees) with a workshop offering the opportunity to translate Scripture from Hebrew; Northampton (nearly 200 attendees) with the President. Future Biblefresh Festivals, and events are planned in Durham, Sheffield, Liverpool, Bristol (2000+ ecumenical celebration); Cumbria, North Lancashire, Exeter, Cornwall, West Yorkshire and Bedfordshire, Essex and Hertfordshire, Channel Islands (synod) throughout the year. Other Districts have engaged in smaller scale ways or different ways. The Southampton District, for example, have independently organised a series of four celebrations round the Gospels. 
13. The Connexional Biblefresh planning group has been available for advice and consultation, including visits to some planning groups. A Festival pack was collated giving ideas, practical advice, and suggestions for workshops and speakers; 1000 USB sticks with take away material from the festivals are ordered.  The Connexional Team has provided pop-up displays and banners and offered workshops and availability to help.   Drama scripts, for example “the Bible in 7 minutes” (with an accompanying DVD)  were commissioned for use, intending that these might be available for local churches who might put on their own appropriate smaller scale events. These were well received in the East Anglia festival. Other dramatic and worship material has also been commissioned.
Bigbible

14. The Methodist Church sponsored COCEC by providing £5000 to enable the Big Read to go national with Tom Wright’s book  ‘Lent for Everyone: Matthew’. This was a follow-up to the Big Read in the North East based on Tom Wright’s work on Luke. Members of the Connexional Team have also supported Dr. Bex Lewis, seconded by CODEC for the project, in the development of house group materials. Indeed the Bigbible has been adopted as the Church’s official Lent campaign. The material will be supported by social media feed and audio material.
Handwritten Bible Project

15. In responding to the 2010 Conference Notice of Motion 109, the Connexional Team has co-ordinated the Handwritten Bible project. Districts have been set a rota of Old Testament and New Testament chapters to hand transcribe. Paper has been distributed, as well as flexible guidelines for writing and setting up writing stations. The contributions will be received from the Districts at Conference and bound in 20+ volumes. The writing guidelines have allowed for maximum flexibility and creativity.   In Sheffield a pioneer minister will be engaging shoppers in the project during their March Biblefresh Festival. In the setting up of writing stations Methodists are encouraged to go out of their churches to demonstrate Christians bearing the Word into their communities, valuing the Word and inviting others to share in its life giving message. The project seems to have generated a good deal of enthusiasm from across the Connexion. 
Summary

16. The Year of the Bible has provided an opportunity for the Methodist people to re-engage with their heritage as a people raised up by God to spread Scriptural Holiness. There are many stories up and down the Connexion of people within and without churches engaging with the initiative in creative and inspiring ways, rediscovering Scripture and deepening their discipleship.


17.  “Come then, divine interpreter, the scriptures to our hearts apply.” (Charles Wesley H&P 480)

 Resolution

1. The Conference receives the Report

