MC/11/67
Methodist Church Collection of Modern Christian Art 

Report for the year ended 31 August 2010

Basic Information

	Contact Name and Details
	John Gibbs  (Chair, Methodist Collection of Modern Art) gibbs@keme.co.uk


	Status of Paper
	Final

	Action Required
	To note

	Draft Resolution
	The Council receives the report

	Alternative Options to Consider, if Any
	None



Summary of Content

	Subject and Aims


	Annual Report of the Methodist Collection of Modern Christian Art for the year ended 31 August 2010.

	Main Points


	· The publication of a new Guide to the Collection involved close, effective and supportive collaboration with the Connexional Team.

· A drawing by Peter Howson entitled ‘Walking on Water’ was bought at auction and steps are well advanced to purchase a print, ‘Pink Crucifixion’, by Craigie Aitchison. 

· The future publication and promotion of Creative Spirit study material to complement the other resources that have been developed to interpret the Collection. 

· The frames of many of the works are showing their age and the damage that can be associated with repeated hanging and re-hanging.  
· An interesting and varied range of exhibition venues for the 2010/11 Connexional Year.

	Background Context and Relevant Documents (with function)
	A Guide to the Methodist Art Collection 

	Consultations
	


Summary of Impact 

	Standing Orders
	None


	Faith and Order
	N/A

	Financial
	The Connexional Central Services Budget funds the cost of trustees’ meetings, the Secretary’s expenses and the insurance premium.   In addition, there are Development and Acquisition funds, both administered by the Finance team from various sources of income to the Collection. At the end of August 2010, there was £13,875 in the Development Fund and £14,046 in the Acquisition Fund.

	Personnel
	N/A

	Legal 
	N/A

	Wider Connexional
	N/A

	External (e.g. ecumenical)
	N/A

	Risk
	N/A
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Structure, Governance and Management

The Collection, for which the acronym MCCMCA is sometimes used, belongs to the Methodist Church. It was assembled during the 1960s with funds from a charitable source. Thirty eight works had been acquired by 1994, and during the last six years, there have been ten further additions. When not on tour, the Collection is stored under the care of a Custodian at the Oxford Centre for Methodism and Church History, Westminster Institute of Education, itself part of Oxford Brookes University. 

The owner of the Collection is the Methodist Council but responsibility for its care and development is devolved to a team of Curatorial Trustees (hereafter simply called the Trustees). As part of its governance procedures, the Council conducted a ‘bench-marking exercise’ in 2004: discussions are currently being held in respect to the way ahead.

The Trustees normally meet three times a year – twice at Methodist Church House (MCH) in London and once at Westminster Institute, Oxford Brookes University. 

Aims  

The aims of the Trustees are to care for, develop and promote the Collection in order to encourage people to enter into conversations about God in Christ in the contemporary world, and to offer material that can bring new dimensions to study, worship and spiritual life.

Trustees as of August 31st 

Chair and Treasurer: Dr John Gibbs, Secretary: the Revd Graham Kent, Mr Paul Bayley, Ms Miriam Davies, Ms Meryl Doney, the Revd Geoff Cornell, Ms Sarah Middleton, Professor Ann Sumner, Mr Bob Williams (Secretary, Friends Group).  

Custodian: Dr Peter Forsaith (Research Fellow, Oxford Centre for Methodism and Church History)

Achievements and Performance during the year

Financial position

The Connexional Team makes available funds within the Christian Communications, Evangelism & Advocacy budget to cover the cost of Trustees’ meetings, the Secretary’s expenses etc and the insurance premium.  

In addition there are Development and Acquisition Funds. Income from the former comes from loan fees and from the sale of publications etc. Money is used for activities such as conservation work on the pictures and the publication of new interpretative literature. The latter receives donations for new purchases. At the end of August 2010, there was £13,875 in the Development Fund and £14,046 in the Acquisition Fund.

Links with the Connexional Team

Our principal links are with members of the Communication, Evangelism & Advocacy Cluster and with members of the Finance team who look after our Funds.

The publication of the new Guide to the Collection (see below) involved close and effective collaboration between John Gibbs for the Trustees and Lead Designer, Stephen Lambert, of the Creative Resources team. Stephen carried out a great deal of work on the lay-out and prepared the necessary files for the printers: much credit for the final product is due to him. Towards the end of the year he prepared a display on the Collection for one of the ground floor windows of Methodist Church House. We are pleased that works from the Collection frequently appear in Methodist Church publications, as well as elsewhere. 

Administrative support

In connection with a re-organisation of the system of Connexional Grants, the grant from the Epworth Fund, which provides administrative support for the Trustees, was restructured during the year. It now provides £4000 a year for five years, the first of these having been 2008/9. As described in last years Report, the Trustees employed the first year’s funding to initiate a contract to sort out the archive and devise a new filing system. After advertising, inter alia in Methodist E-News, Mrs Elaine Langford was appointed to do the work. She is a very experienced administrator who had the additional advantage of knowing the set-up at Westminster Institute. She completed the task early in 2010 and all her recommendations were accepted by the Trustees at their March meeting. The next requirement was to find a way of providing day to day support for the Trustees. This was achieved by entering into an arrangement with the Enfield Circuit of the Methodist Church, where one of the Trustees, the Revd Geoff Cornell, is the Superintendent Minister. Through this arrangement the circuit administrator, Mrs Mary Roseweir spends an average of four hours per week working on and for the Collection.  
Exhibitions of the Collection  

Stirling. From December 11 2009 until January 14 2010, the Collection was on show at the newly refurbished Smith Gallery in Stirling under the title ‘A Brush with the Bible’. The exhibition formed part of the Scottish Bible Society’s 200th Anniversary Celebrations and there was a varied programme of associated activities. This was a stimulating partnership with an organization which has really started to use the Arts in imaginative ways.
Taunton. Entitled ‘Passionart’, this exhibition ran from 22 February to 3 April and was divided between three venues: Temple Methodist Church, the Methodist School, Queens College, and the Somerset College of Arts and Technology. In the comprehensive report of the steering group, the organizer, David Clitheroe, calculates that the exhibition reached about 1500 people. He comments that, despite the complexities of using three sites, this took key art works to settings where young people saw them as part of their daily routine and curriculum. Members of the Governing body and staff at Somerset College made good use of the Exhibition, and the college has asked to be involved again in any similar venture. For the hang, the steering group was greatly helped by the Revd David Moore; both for his guidance and knowledge of the collection, and for his provision of screens.   

A series of lectures was arranged, including one by Lord Richard Harries, and these were attended by a wide range of people many of whom had not visited Temple before. One of the steering group thought, as a humanist, that the event had ‘taken Lent out into the community of Taunton’. In so doing it had maintained Temple’s commitment to ‘making space for spiritual reflection which, while it has a Christian character, is accessible to those of other faiths and none who value the numinous as a dimension of their experience’.

Taunton Deane Borough Council also provided support as it had done with an Anne Frank exhibition in 2006. ‘However, other applications failed; sometimes because we were seen as specifically ‘religious’ and sometimes because the grant capacity of both public sector and Charitable Trusts has diminished since the financial crash in 2008’.   

The Report contains some valuable practical points which have been taken on board by the Trustees. If Taunton were to host the Collection again, they would open earlier and close earlier, say 11.00am -5.30pm. They also stress the importance of direct personal contact when it comes to establishing good working relationships with key people in schools and other Churches. E-mails and letters to administrators do not bear fruit.

Newcastle upon Tyne. From the end of April until the middle of May, an exhibition of the Collection was used to open ‘The Holy Biscuit’, a new Community Christian Arts Centre created from a redundant Methodist Chapel in partnership with an adjacent art gallery ‘The Biscuit Factory’. The exhibition looked stunning and the opening was a delightful occasion for the former church members as well as local dignitaries. However, some problems did arise in the run-up to the opening and this emphasized again the necessity of effective long term planning by borrowers and of regular communication between borrowers and the Trustees.   
Wallspace, All Hallows on the Wall. Under the Title ‘The Methodist Art Collection: Highlights and new works’, a selection of the most important pieces from the Collection, together with recent additions and some loan pieces, was on show from 23 June – 16 July 2010 as part of the Festival of London. The hanging and lighting were superb and many people commented that they had never seen the pictures displayed to better advantage. The exhibition was opened by the eminent art critic, Richard Cork, who explained that his first ever piece of artistic criticism had been written about the Collection when he was a boy at Kingswood School in the 1960s. Later in the run there was a special evening event organized by the Friends of the Collection at which three artists spoke about having works in the Collection (see below). 
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Publicity and Resources  

Guide to the Methodist Art Collection. This 65page publication was launched in June at the Wallspace exhibition. It replaces the ‘Introduction to the Collection’ by Roger Wollen first published in 2000 and reprinted in 2004, and of which nearly 10,000 copies were sold. In the ‘Guide’ each work is illustrated in colour and is accompanied by the relevant Bible passage. There is also a commentary on the work and on the artist's approach to his or her subject. For works present in the Collection in 2000, Roger Wollen’s text, updated where necessary, has been used, while entries on the subsequent acquisitions have been written by a team of Trustees under the leadership of John Gibbs. Richard Cork has written the Foreword and Graham Kent the Introduction.

 It is on sale via Methodist Publishing (www.mph.org.uk) at £5.00 plus packing and postage.  
Study materials. ‘Creative Spirit’, which focuses on eight works from the Collection and is intended for leaders of worship, study groups etc. is not yet in the production stage, partly due to difficulties in resolving the best format for the discs containing the images. However, as of the end of the reporting year, very helpful financial contributions have been secured from Magnet and the Southlands Methodist Centre. There has also been further and valuable piloting of the material.   

Acquisitions

The Acquisitions Group of the Trustees meets, under the chairing of the Revd Graham Kent, to advise the Trustees on purchases and offers of gifts of works. During the year a drawing by Peter Howson entitled ‘Walking on Water’ was bought at auction and steps are well advanced to purchase a print, ‘Pink Crucifixion’, by Craigie Aitchison. Following discussions with a couple who wish to commission a work to mark a significant wedding anniversary, steps have been taken to arrange for the artist Clive Hicks-Jenkins to paint a picture on the theme of the woman taken in adultery.

Friends Group

Bob Williams, Secretary to the Friends, writes:

‘Our twice-yearly Newsletters are now circulated, where possible, by e-mail. This is enormously helpful in reducing our outgoings. Naturally, those folk not ‘wired’ for communication in this manner continue to receive a hard copy. The first in a series of Personal Profiles of our Trustees (featuring Sarah Middleton) appeared in our August 2010 Newsletter.

‘We are delighted to have acquired four Patrons to the Friends, all well-known in the Methodist and/or art world. They are the Very Revd Nick Bury (Former Dean of Gloucester), the Revd Tom Devonshire-Jones (founder of Arts and Christian Enquiry, ACE), the Revd David Gamble (immediate Past President of Conference), and the Revd Alison Tomlin (2010-11 President of Conference). 

‘It is pleasing to be able to report on the success of our Friends’ event, a ‘Meet the Artists’ evening, at Wallspace, on July 1st. Thanks to the substantial endeavours of Meryl Doney and her staff, and the contribution of our three guest artists, Susie Hamilton, Mark Cazalet and Nick Mynheer, the Friends attending, together with various guests, enjoyed a most worthwhile occasion. We were also delighted to have with us the Revd Tom Devonshire-Jones, one of our newly appointed Patrons. A full report, together with photographs, was carried in our August Newsletter.

‘We are pleased, this past year, to have been able to offer tangible financial support to the work of the Trustees by covering the cost of the very striking box frame of the David Jones woodblock, ‘The Three Kings’ and by offering to cover the cost of re-framing of Ceri Richards’ ‘Road to Emmaus’.

‘Finally I am in a position to provide Friends with copies of the new Guide to the Methodist Art Collection (see above) at £5.00 each without charging for postage and packing.’

Relationships with other bodies

Most of our exhibitions are organised on an ecumenical basis, giving us contact with many denominations. Several Trustees are members of FAR (‘Forum for Art and Religion’). Through our Trustees Meryl Doney and Paul Bayley, we have good contacts with other relevant bodies. Meryl Doney is the Director of Wallspace (see above) and Paul Bayley is the Art in Churches officer for ACE. His job is to encourage artists and church communities to curate and exhibit works of art in places of worship.

Fraternal Links are maintained with Artserve, a charity which supports the use of all creative arts in worship. Our links with Oxford Brookes University are maintained via our Custodian Peter Forsaith, although special meetings with other key members of the university are arranged from time to time.
Plans for future periods

We look forward to the publication and promotion of Creative Spirit: It will be most valuable to have available this study material to complement the other resources that have been developed to interpret the Collection. 

The frames of many of the works are showing their age and the damage that can be associated with repeated hanging and re-hanging. We intend to look anew at the whole question of framing, glazing and transportation.

We have an interesting and varied range of exhibition venues for the 2010/11 Connexional Year.

John Newton Gibbs (Chair) 

January 25 2011

