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Report of the Connexional Trustees

for Connexional Offices Central Buildings, Manchester

1)
The Methodist Council is party to the Joint Management Agreement signed in 1996 and appoints trustees to fulfil its responsibilities under the Model Trusts under this agreement. 

2)
The Managing Trustees appointed by the Council are:-

Mr Ronald W G Lucas (Chair)

Ms Anne Hughes Holmes (Chief Executive – TMCP)

Mr Nick Moore (Head of Support Services – Connexional Team)

Mr Philip Morrey

Mr Alan Pimlott

The Revd David Westhead

3)
The Connexional Trustees met on 17th February 2011 and reported as follows.

4)
Matters for report
4.1
The Connexional Trustees received the Report and Accounts of the Management Committee for Central Buildings, Manchester, for the years ended 31st August 2009 and 2010.


The financial arrangements of the Management Committee work well and are kept under constant review by the Committee and the separate meetings of the Joint Representatives of the user Methodist bodies who work together under the terms of the Joint Management Agreement dated 1996.


4.2
Satisfactory arrangements remain in place for lettings of the parts of the premises not required by the Methodist bodies for church purposes.

 


4.3
The current review of the Resourcing Mission Office is to be considered again by the Conference in 2011 and any change in the current use of the building by members of the Connexional Team will lead to the need for a review of the present agreement.

 


4.4
The Joint Management Agreement dated 1996 (with updates) will be fully reviewed post-Conference 2011 as part of a planned review process which was deferred while the Team Focus process was being completed.
4.5
The Connexional Trustees noted that if the Council makes a recommendation to the Conference 2011 for the work of the team to be located elsewhere, and the Conference gives its approval, then the financial arrangements for the other Methodist bodies which use Central Buildings will be affected by the loss of the annual contribution from the Council (2009-10 £29,485) and consequently, new financial plans will need to be made, which could include letting the space commercially, although the tax implications on the income generated from the building as a whole would need to be considered as a consequence.
 


4.6
The Connexional Trustees commend the ongoing work of the Management Committee on behalf of the Methodist bodies, the local church (the Methodist Centre), the Manchester Circuit and the Connexional Trustees (Methodist Council).

 


4.7
The Methodist bodies who are users of the building and are parties to the Joint Management Agreement make financial contributions. In the case of the Circuit and of the Connexional Trustees those are annual financial contributions and capital contributions whenever a major project has to be financed. The local church, the Methodist Centre, does not make annual financial contributions but has contributed in the past including to capital projects.


4.8
The Trustees for Methodist Church Purposes (TMCP) also use parts of the building through their role as custodian trustees and make an annual financial contribution to the Committee for their use of the space.


4.9
The financial contributions made to the Committee in the year ended 31-08-2010 were:

	Methodist Circuit
	£10,000

	Methodist Council
	£29,485

	TMCP
	£30,643

	Local Church
	NIL


Report prepared on behalf of the Connexional Trustees for Central Buildings, Manchester

17th February 2011

 

