MC/11/96
Nomination of the Next Chair of the Strategy and Resources Committee

1. Following the decision of Mr Kenvyn Wales to step down as Chair of the SRC after 6 years of service, a period completed on 31 August 2012, the Methodist Council meeting in April 2011 received and approved the constitution of a nomination committee charged with nominating a new Chair of the SRC.  This committee comprised the following.
The General Secretary or his designee (Martyn Atkins)

The Chair of the Methodist Council or his designee (Novette Headley)

A Connexional Treasurer (Andrew Gibbs)

A member representing the senior officers of the Connexional Team (Christine Elliott)

A representative of CLF (John Howard)

A representative of SRC (Maggie Best)

Facilitated by senior members of the Development and Personnel team. 

2. It proved impossible for the necessary meetings and processes leading to a nomination to be undertaken prior to the Methodist Conference in June 2011. Consequently the Conference agreed that the nominee could (and should) begin to shadow the current postholder as soon as possible.
3. The nomination committee duly created the documentation and information enabling an appointment/nomination process to take place. Advertisements were placed in the Methodist Recorder, and subsequently shortlisting and interviews took place. Three candidates were interviewed, each of which had strong experience and apt skill sets for the volunteer post of Chair of the SRC. 

4. The nomination committee brings to the Council the name of Professor Peter Howdle as the nominee to be the next Chair of the SRC.

5. Reasoned Statement

Professor Howdle retired recently as Consultant Gastroenterologist at St James’ Hospital, Leeds and as Professor of Clinical Education and subsequently Clinical Medicine at Leeds Medical School. He is a recognised expert and author about Coeliac disease, and currently serves as a consultant for the National Institute for Health and Clinical Excellence (NICE): a role involving chairing meetings with complex agenda and involving numerous interest groupings.

Peter Howdle was vice-President of the Conference in 2002 and since 2003 has co-Chaired the Joint Implementation Commissions formed as a result of the Anglican-Methodist Covenant. He has served as both chair and member of many other Methodist working parties and committees, most recently the Medical Committee and the group bringing to the 2010 and 2011 Conferences recommendations about Ill-health and well-being in respect of Methodist ministers. Peter is a local preacher and currently circuit steward of the Leeds (North East) circuit.

The nominations committee felt that these commitments, experiences and skills, together with the considerable general respect with which Peter Howdle is held in the Methodist Church and beyond, matched and mirrored the requirements needful of a Chair of the Strategy and Resources Committee. 
The nominations committee therefore presents to the Council the name of Professor Peter Howdle with confidence and pleasure.

Resolution:

The Council nominates to the Conference Professor Peter Howdle as the next chair of the SRC, to serve for a period of six years from 1st September 2012.

6. The Council of April 2011 also noted that additional members of the SRC are required to be identified and nominations brought to the Council. It did not prove possible, as was hoped it might be, to conflate the processes for both Chair and members of SRC. The process for identifying new members of the SRC will begin soon and nominations will be brought to a future Council as soon as possible.

