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Carbon Reduction Strategy
Basic Information

	Contact Name and Details
	Triumph Ayo-Isegun Senior Projects Officer

020 7467 3770 ayo-isegunt@methodistchurch.org.uk

	Status of Paper
	Final

	Action Required
	Decision

	Draft Resolution
	15/1.
The Council receives the report and notes that in line with its decision in 
April 2010 further reports will be made at least every three years.  

	Alternative Options to Consider, if Any
	None




Summary of Content

	Subject and Aims
	To update the Council on progress with carbon reduction work.  

	Main Points


	1. Update on work to establish a baseline for the Church’s carbon footprint 
2. Update on the possibilities of developing a Methodist energy procurement scheme.

	Background Context and Relevant Documents (with function)
	Hope in God’s Future - Christian Discipleship in the Context of Climate Change.
Methodist Conference 2009 Report 
MC/10/28 Carbon Reduction Project 

	Consultations


	Carbon Reduction Strategy Group, United Reformed Church, Church of England and Baptist Union. 58 Methodist churches from across the Connexion. Connexional Treasurer. 


Summary of Impact 

	Standing Orders
	None

	Faith and Order
	None.

	Financial


	Potential savings on energy bills across the Connexion. No financial liability for the Connexional Team, Districts or circuits on behalf of churches subscribing to the framework.

	Personnel
	None 

	Legal including impact on other jurisdictions
	Likely ongoing changes to legislation governing carbon emissions and energy efficiency due to introduction of the Climate Change Act (2008) requiring the measuring and monitoring of carbon emission of buildings.

	Wider Connexional
	Coordinated opportunity is created for the wider Connexion to further engage in carbon reduction awareness and advocacy. Through anticipated savings create financial resources for local mission.

	External (eg ecumenical)
	Other denominations are having parallel discussions. 


Carbon Reduction Strategy 
The Group is part of the Methodist Church's response to Hope in God's Future (HIGF).  

At the 2011 Conference key elements of the HIGF report were adopted as an official Conference statement. 
1.0 Carbon Footprint baseline development
1.1
The report committed the Methodist Church to a reduction in its Carbon Footprint of 24% between 2010 and 2015.  It has however been difficult to measure or set a baseline of the Carbon output for the Methodist Church in Britain.  A full benchmark would involve gathering data from a large number of churches, circuits and districts. When information has been sought to enable estimation of our Carbon Footprint, the collection of data by local trustees has often been considered a lower priority.  

1.2
After a considerable amount of work by a member of the groupincluding working   ecumenically with the Diocese of London, the Group aims to report to the Conference of 2016 with figures for the reduction of our Carbon Footprint in the period to 2015 based on the earliest possible benchmark. This is likely to be comparing the years from July 1st 2012 to June 30th 2015. 
1.4
At the time of writing this report, 58  churches from across the Connexion volunteered information which has allowed the development of a Carbon Footprint certificate for each church for which data is provided giving a grade for the Carbon Output and efficiency of a participating church. (See www.methodistchurch.org.uk/co2)
1.5
We have recently published criteria for awarding of eco-circuit and eco-district accreditation with bronze, silver and gold awards for levels of achievement. (See www.methodistchurch.org.uk/co2)

2.0
     Energy Procurement

2.1
The Group has investigated possibilities of initiating a Methodist national energy procurement scheme in collaboration with other church denominations.  Both the Church of England and Church in Wales have now adopted the national framework proposed by this report. The Roman Catholic Church in England and Wales is considering joining the initiative also. 

2.2 
An early survey of Methodist churches showed most to be interested in the proposal only if this gave reductions in energy prices from present tariffs. 
2.3
It is currently unlikely that this would be possible with a tariff for green energy.  It should be noted that changing to green energy does not reduce the overall Carbon Footprint of the church; it does however serve to support investment in the development of renewable energy. The more people sign up to green energy, the cheaper it should become. Recommendations for exploratory work have been made to the Strategy & Resources Committee about such procurement and they have encouraged further work. The hope would be that this could be arranged to bring ecological benefits to the world not just financial benefits to the Church.
2.4
One advantage of such a scheme with hundreds of churches buying energy from a group source is the ability to aggregate consumption figures to provide accurate Carbon Footprint/energy consumption figures that can be extrapolated to track progress against the targets for reduction.
3.0 Renewable energy

3.1
Alongside energy procurement we believe the Church should also seek to be seen to be involved in energy generation from renewable sources such as solar and wind power, heat transfer and other sources and are investigating procurement policies for these.  We are working with the relevant members of the Connexional Team on matters relating to our buildings including specific matters regarding listed buildings.
***RESOLUTION
15/1.
The Council receives the report and notes that in line with its decision in April 2010 further reports will be made at least every three years.  
