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Methodist State Funded Schools
Basic Information

	 Contact Name and Details
	Doug Swanney Head of Discipleship and Ministries
swanneyd@methodistchurch.org.uk 
Lisa Nolan Education Development and Improvement Officer
nolanl@methodistchurch.org.uk 

020 7467 5249

	Status of Paper
	Final 

	Action Required
	Discussion of the current situation and a ratification of the setting up of the Methodist Academies and Schools Trust (MAST)

	Draft Resolution
	2/1.
The Council receives the report.

2/2.
 The Council ratifies the incorporation of MAST.
2/3.
The Council appoints the Chair and Vice Chair of MAST as listed in 
§2.2.
2/4.
The Council appoints the first Trustees to MAST as listed in §3.
2/5.
The Council formally dissolves the Education Policy Committee with 
immediate effect.


Summary of Content

	Subject and Aims
	To inform the Methodist Council of developments in the Church’s position in relation to State Funded Schools and in particular the setting up of MAST.

	Main Points


	1. Introduction – The Education Bill 
2. The immediate need for MAST
3. Trustee nominations

4. The Education Policy Committee

5. Resolutions

	Background Context 
	October 2011 Council paper MC/11/95

	Consultations
	Pothecary Witham and Weld 
Education Policy Committee
Education Commission


Summary of Impact 
	Standing Orders
	New Standing Orders will be brought to the 2012 Conference 

	Faith and Order
	n/a

	Financial
	The costs associated with bringing the Trust into being have been bourne by the Children,Youth and Education Fund (formerly the 1969 Trust and the Douglas Griffith Fund). Ongoing costs are being met from the existing Connexional Team budgets. In the long term neither the Fund or the budgets as they stand will be able to bear these costs and this will be addressed as part of the report of the Education Commission.

	Personnel
	n/a

	Legal including impact on other jurisdictions
	Legal work has been carried out to bring the Trust into being.

	Wider Connexional
	n/a

	External (eg ecumenical)
	This follows the advice from the DfE and has been discussed with the Church of England/National Society.


Methodist State Funded Schools Report 
1. Introduction
1.1. The Education Bill 2011 received Royal Assent on the 15 November 2011. Contained within this legislation were powers enabling the Secretary of State for Education to force schools to convert to academy status with sponsorship. This directly affects at least three of our Methodist/Ecumenical Schools immediately.
1.2. At the Methodist Council meeting in October it was agreed that the Connexional Team should explore the practicalities and implications of setting up a Methodist Academies and Schools Trust (MAST) and to report to the Council Meeting in January 2012.
2. The immediate need for MAST
2.1. Current Situation
Hawkesley Anglican/Methodist Primary School (Birmingham) and Wainfleet Magdalen Anglican/Methodist Primary School (Lincolnshire) are to convert to academy status with immediate effect as part of the Gove 200 list of schools deemed to be failing. The Department for Education (DfE) have agreed in principle to co-sponsorship by the Methodist Church and the relevant diocese, however this is dependent on the formation of MAST to provide a straight line of accountability. Without the sponsorship of MAST a DfE Sponsor Broker will appoint another company as sponsor and the Church will no longer have responsibility for the school.
Ribbleton Avenue Methodist Junior School (Lancashire) and Hapton Anglican/Methodist Schools (Lancashire) are being discussed by DfE with the proposal that these schools will also have to convert, also under the Gove 200+ list.

Emmanuel Anglican/Methodist Junior School (Derbyshire) is in an Ofsted category (Notice to Improve) and continues to be a cause for concern by Sheffield Local Authority as progress is less than satisfactory which may result in academy conversion.
2.2. Incorporation of MAST
As a result of the impact on the aforementioned schools the Connexional Team sought the Chair of Council’s approval to incorporate MAST as soon as possible. The relevant legal documentation was sent to Companies House on 8 December, the Certificate of Incorporation was awarded on the 14 December, with the Revd Dr David Deeks and David Brown as the first members and directors. David Deeks was invited to fulfil this role as he is already the Chair of MIST (Methodist Independent Schools Trust) and in order to ascertain a closer working relationship between the two trusts it is suggested that David is also the Chair of MAST.  He has accepted this proposal subject to the approval of the Council. David Brown is currently the National Society’s National Academies Advisor. He has had a prolific career in education, both as a secondary school Headteacher, Executive Headteacher and Director of Children’s Services. As a Methodist he became a Foundation Governor at Hawkesley Church School and is currently working as a consultant for the Connexional Team on Academies. It is therefore suggested that David be the Vice Chair; once again he has accepted subject to the approval of the Council.
3. Trustee Nominations
The following are submitted as nominees to be the first MAST Trustees.
Mr John Richardson (Chair of Governors – Education Policy Committee)
The Revd Dr Elizabeth Smith (Chair of District – Education Policy Committee)
The Revd Dr Calvin Samuel (MIST)

Dr Lois Louden (MIST, Education Policy Committee, Education Commission)

Mr James Royal (Executive Headteacher, Education Commission)

Mr Ian Rimmer (Headteacher, Education Policy Committee)

Ms Anne Bowyer (Headteacher, Local Leader of Education)

Mr Neville Norcross (Section 48 Inspector – Education Policy Committee)
Ms Helena Arnold (Diocesan Director of Education – Gloucester Diocese) 

Mr Andy Masheter (Pro-Vice Chancellor – Roehampton University)
4. The Education Policy Committee
The Education Policy Committee was established as an interim measure prior to the Education Commission reporting to Conference in 2012. However with the formation of MAST, and noting the powers of the Trust and the appointment of the majority of members of the Education Policy Committee to MAST, it is suggested that the Education Policy Committee be dissolved with immediate effect. 
5. Resolutions
2/1.
The Council receives the report.

2/2.
 The Council ratifies the incorporation of MAST.

2/3.
The Council appoints the Revd Dr David Deeks as Chair and Mr David Brown as Vice Chair of MAST. 
2/4.
The Council appoints the following as Trustees of MAST
Mr John Richardson 

The Revd Dr Elizabeth Smith 

The Revd Dr Calvin Samuel 

Dr Lois Louden 

Mr James Royal 

Mr Ian Rimmer 

Ms Anne Bowyer 

Mr Neville Norcross 

Ms Helena Arnold 

Mr Andy Masheter 
2/5.
The Council formally dissolves the Education Policy Committee with immediate effect.
