MC/12/60
Singing the Faith Reference Group: Report to the Methodist Council
Basic Information

	Contact Name and Details
	The Revd Paul Wood, Chair, Singing the Faith Reference Group

02476 22 35 64 (Select Extension 2); 
Sarah Bennison, Creative Resources Team Leader 020 7467 5111

	Status of Paper
	Final

	Action Required
	Decision

	Draft Recommendations
	None

	Draft Resolution
	60/1.
The Council receives the report.
60/2.
The Council instructs the Singing the Faith Reference Group to 
investigate further the production of CD backing tracks for 
Singing the Faith and, if viable, to proceed to production and 
marketing with the Singing the Faith Piano Accompaniment 
Backing Tracks being added to the official range of Singing the 
Faith products marketed by Methodist Publishing from 
September 2012.

	Alternative Options to Consider, if Any
	None


Summary of Content

	Subject and Aims


	Revisiting the recommendation to the Council in response to Notice of Motion 103 (2010). 

	Main Points


	1. New information has enabled a revised recommendation to the Methodist Council.
2. The Coventry and Nuneaton Circuit is willing to help with underwriting the set-up costs of CD production.
3. With Council’s permission the addition of backing tracks to the Singing the Faith range would be launched in September 2012.

	Background Content and Relevant Documents
	MC/11/63

	Consultations


	The Reference group continues to consult with the Connexional Team and Secretary of Faith and Order Network, as appropriate.


Summary of Impact 
	Standing Orders
	None

	Faith and Order
	None

	Financial
	It is anticipated that sales of the CDs could provide a significant revenue to the Church.

	Personnel
	Small amount of additional work for Creative Resources, particularly in marketing, but without significant cost implications. 

	Legal including impact on other jurisdictions
	The Reference group is working in consultation with the Performing Rights Society to ensure all copyright clearances are received and royalties paid.

	Wider Connexional
	Increased use and sales of StF across the Connexion.

	External (e.g. ecumenical)
	There has been some interest in StF from the wider Church; the addition of backing tracks CDs is expected to increase sales overall.


MC/12/60
Singing the Faith Reference Group: Report to the Methodist Council
Background Information

Notice of Motion 103 (2010) charged the then Music Resources Group (MRG) to investigate the costs of producing a full set of backing tracks for the content of Singing the Faith (StF).

In its report to the Methodist Council (MC/11/63) the MRG reported that it would not be cost-effective for the Church to produce Singing the Faith backing tracks because of the effort needed to record the tracks, reproduction, packaging, design, marketing, storage etc.

The MRG questioned if there would be sufficient demand for such a product.

New information and possibilities

1. The launch of StF has captured the imagination of many churches across the connexion.

2. At the end of February 2012, sales via Peterborough stood at the following: Music edition 19,407; Words edition 56,890; Large print words edition 4,772; Electronic words edition 1,183. 
3. The Music edition is now in its 3rd impression and errors reported to date have been corrected.

4. The StF Reference Group is currently investigating the viability of and demand for an Organ edition which will come bound in three volumes.

5. The majority of comments commend the content of the collection although there have been some complaints about the format of the Music edition. 
6. Hits on the Singing the Faith Plus website are growing both from new visitors and regular users.

7. From anecdotal evidence members of the StF Reference Group are becoming increasingly aware that many churches are not able to use StF because they have no musician to service their worship.

8. Help from the Coventry and Nuneaton Circuit to cost, resource and underwrite initial set-up costs of backing tracks makes Notice of Motion 103 a much more viable option than first thought.

9. An initial conversation with the organist at Coventry Central Hall (who has recently graduated from the Birmingham Conservatoire) has proved fruitful; he would be willing to record all the tracks on electric piano to produce a simple (but musical) rendition of all the hymns and songs in the collection.

10. Initial conversations have been held with CD reproduction companies and the Performing Rights Society with regards to reproduction, packaging and licensing that would enable us to produce a piano accompaniment suitable to accompany singing in worship.

11. Further market research is required with regard to the question of sufficient demand for the CD backing tracks – the StF Reference Group has begun this piece of work and initial findings suggest that they would be well received by churches and individuals.

12. The Recommended Retail Price of this pack of up to 40 CDs would be in the region of £120-£140.
13. In the light of more accurate costings, and not least the willingness of the Coventry and Nuneaton Circuit to help facilitate this initiative by underwriting the set-up costs, the StF Reference Group believes that (further investigations notwithstanding) it would be possible to create this resource in a cost-effective way in order to enhance worship across the wider connexion.

14. The StF Reference Group seeks permission of the Methodist Council to investigate further all possibilities and financial implications of producing and marketing the Piano Backing Track CDs to Singing the Faith and if they prove favourable to go ahead with production and marketing of the Piano Accompaniment CDs as part of the official Singing the Faith range of products.

RESOLUTIONS

60/1.
The Council receives the report.
60/2. 
The Council instructs the Singing the Faith Reference Group to investigate further the 
production of CD backing tracks for Singing the Faith and, if viable, to proceed to 
production and marketing with the Singing the Faith Piano Accompaniment Backing 
Tracks being added to the official range of Singing the Faith products marketed by 
Methodist Publishing from September 2012.
