MC/12/65

Consultation on extending the legal form of marriage (England and Wales)


A public consultation on extending the legal form of marriage (in England and Wales) to couples of the same sex has been launched by the Government.  This consultation forms part of a previously announced commitment to advancing equality for lesbian, gay, bisexual and transgender individuals.  Currently, civil marriages are only open to opposite sex couples and civil partnerships are only open to same sex couples. The consultation will look at extending marriage to same sex couples.  
To ensure that a response can be made to the consultation in a timely and effective way the Council is invited to appoint a group to formulate a response.  Any response will need to be based upon and in line with previous resolutions of the Conference in relation to marriage and human sexuality.  To that end the Faith and Order Committee has agreed that it would lead on the work by nominating three members of the Committee to assist in drafting the response of the Methodist Church, to work together with two members of the Council.  The group would be required to consider the questions raised in the consultation and respond in line with the already stated views of the Methodist Church and pertinent legal opinion in relation to marriage law.
From the Faith and Order Committee:
Prof Judith Lieu

Chair designate of the Faith and Order Committee.

Dr Jocelyn Bryan

Director of Postgraduate Studies at the Wesley Study Centre, Durham .

The Revd Dr Stephen Mosedale (Chair) 
Co- Superintendent of the Milton Keynes Circuit

From the Methodist Council:
The Revd Ruth Gee 

Chair of the Darlington District. 

The Revd David Warnock

Presbyter in the Leicester (North) Circuit.

Consultant
Ms Rachel Lampard

RESOLUTION

65/1.
The Council appoints The Revd Ruth Gee, Dr Jocelyn Bryan, Prof Judith Lieu, The Revd Dr Stephen Mosedale (Chair) and The Revd David Warnock to formulate a response on behalf of the Methodist Church to the government consultation on extending the legal form of marriage in England and Wales. 

