MC/12/78
Conference 2014
Under SO 212(6), the Council shall each year recommend to the Conference what date it shall fix for the commencement of the next Conference and what date it shall provisionally designate for the commencement of the next Conference but one.  
The Council recommended to the 2012 Conference that the 2014 Conference be held at the Norbreck Castle Hotel in Blackpool.  The Council also recommended that Resolution 58/2(2008), which established the rota by which the location of the Conference is chosen, be rescinded and that the Conference direct the Conference Planning Executive to plan for the Conference to be held in the same venue for three consecutive years.  

The Conference approved the recommendation to rescind R58/2(2008) and establish three year venue for the Conference by majority of one vote.  The debate focused as much on the particular venue as on the general principle of an itinerant Conference.  
The proposals for the 2014 Conference were therefore withdrawn and I gave an assurance to the Conference that further work would be undertaken on both identifying a venue for the 2014 Conference, and on the question of whether or not a change in venue of the Conference on an annual basis was the most efficient use of resources.  

The Council will be invited to return to the latter point during the course of the year, however a date for the 2014 Conference is a more pressing matter.  The Events Co-ordinator has conducted extensive research, and it is proposed that the Conference meets at the Birmingham Metropole Hotel.  The venue provides appropriate accommodation and facilities for the evolving needs of the Conference within current budget parameters.

Gareth J Powell

*** RESOLUTION
78/1.
The Council 

(i) welcomes the identification of Birmingham as the venue for the 2014 Conference;

(ii) authorises the relevant officers to negotiate and sign suitable contracts;

(iii) recommends to the 2013 Conference that the 2014 Conference meet in Birmingham from 26th  June 2014 to 3rd  July 2014.
