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Basic Information

	Contact Name and Details
	The Revd Paul Wood, Chair, Singing the Faith Reference Group

02476 22 35 64 (Select Extension 2); 


	Status of Paper
	Final

	Action Required
	Decision

	Draft Recommendations
	None

	Draft Resolution
	As set out in the report

	Alternative Options to Consider, if Any
	None


Summary of Content

	Subject and Aims


	Updating the Council on the activities of the Singing the Faith Reference Group since its formation in October 2011

	Main Points


	1. A summary of activities undertaken
2. Amendment to the Terms of Reference for the Group and to the membership of the Group

	Background Content and Relevant Documents
	None

	Consultations


	The Reference group continues to consult with the Connexional Team and Secretary of Faith and Order Committee, as appropriate.


MC/12/89
Singing the Faith Reference Group: Report to the Methodist Council
Background Information

The Music Resources Group made its final report to the 2011 Conference. A successor group was defined in Resolution 45/2, which directed the Methodist Council to “appoint a Singing the Faith Reference Group to work with the Connexional Team in order to provide continuing support for Singing the Faith and to develop and expand the Singing the Faith Plus website”.

 The new Singing the Faith Reference Group (STFRG) was constituted in October 2011 and includes members who can provide theological, musical and editorial guidance to the Connexional Team, both to respond to questions about the published collection and to develop the new website resource. 

Activities undertaken October 2011 to July 2012
1. The STFRG has met four times, in November, February, May and July.

2. Each meeting has considered standing items on the agenda including:

3. A report from the Group’s Connexional Team staff on stock, sales, reprints and marketing of the four main editions of the hymn book. Total sales at 5 September 2012 stand at 
	Music edition 
	23,179

	Words edition
	66,567

	Large print edition
	5,842

	Electronic words
	1,369

	Organ 
	925

	TOTAL 
	97,882


The group agreed to run a further sales promotion across all editions of Singing the Faith, offering them at discounted prices for the period September to December 2012, to encourage further sales in the new connexional year; details are available on the Singing the Faith Plus and Methodist Publishing websites. 

4. A report from the Singing the Faith Plus website freelance editor, Laurence Wareing, including a review of the statistics for user views, comments and feedback as well as ideas for new content and sections of the site. The editor has built a small team of volunteers who assist with lectionary-related hymn suggestions; this is a popular part of the site. The home page of the site will shortly be redesigned so that it is more in line with the new Methodist Church website, launched in July 2012 at www.methodist.org.uk .
5. Protocols for receiving and approving new hymn content for the site, including clarifying the role and authority of the Faith & Order network representative on the Group. 
6. Discussion of current feedback on the hymn book content, including the approval of proposed corrections to reprints of the hard copy and electronic words editions. 
7. Proposals for new or alternative editions of the collection, including the Organ edition (a printing of 1,000 sets is on press as this report is written; more than 900 sets have been ordered), a presentation edition (costs still awaited), a backing tracks collection (see MC/12/60 and below), and the Braille version.  
8. Each meeting has also dealt with a number of one-off issues, including: 
9. Practical arrangements for the funding and recording of the backing tracks collection, underwritten by the Coventry and Nuneaton Circuit, and for making available guitar chord sheets on demand, given that these cannot be freely published online if all the words are included. 

10. Priority to be given to the group and membership. 

11. Presentations at particular events – for example the ArtServe conference in October 2011 and the Methodist Women in Britain conference in April 2012.  

12. Potential copyright infringements by third party individuals or organisations and how to deal with them. 

Terms of Reference for the Singing the Faith Reference Group and membership of the Group

13. The Terms of Reference document as slightly amended is attached as an Appendix. 

14. The membership of the Group has been amended since it was found that one original member was not able to commit time or energy to participation in the group. She has been replaced by a new member, Anna Howes, who initially came recommended as “a circuit youth worker, and 25, but I think would be a really good representative of that ‘missing generation’ age”, South East; Anna now does the job on a voluntary basis and is 26. 
***RESOLUTIONS

89/1.
The Council approves the revised Terms of Reference for the Singing the Faith Reference Group.

89/2. 
The Council  appoints the membership of the Group as follows: 


Paul Wood (Chair), Adrian Burdon, Andrew Murphy, Rob Newton, Anna Howes, Laurence Wareing.

Members of the Connexional Team: Sarah Bennison, Suzanne Johnson, Dave Webster, Steve Pearce, Anne-Marie Holloman
Appendix

Singing the Faith Reference Group

Terms of Reference

1. Name: 
Singing the Faith Reference Group
2. Aims: 
To work with the Connexional Team in order to provide continuing support for Singing the Faith and to develop and expand the Singing the Faith Plus website.

3. Objectives:

i. To work with the Connexional Team in order to provide continuing support for Singing the Faith
· To assist in answering queries about the printed collection
· To advise on further exploitation of and possible editions of Singing the Faith including an organ edition and Braille versions
· To advise on reprints and corrections
· To advise on legal and copyright issues as appropriate
ii. To develop and expand the Singing the Faith Plus website

· To support the STF+ Editor and oversee his work

· To advise the Editor on all hymn, song and music submissions

· To provide advice on Faith and Order issues raised by new material

· To review and assess proposals for new Singing the Faith Plus website content, for example short music files

iii. To promote the use of Singing the Faith throughout the connexion

· To review proposals for training events

· To contribute to marketing plans and other promotional activity

· To contribute to the regular e-newsletter

iv. To oversee budget expenditure on Singing the Faith Plus
4. Authorising body: 
Methodist Council
5. Method and timetable for reporting to the authorising body:
The group will report to the Methodist Council when required.  

6. Membership: 
This working group will comprise 11 members, (including some members of the Connexional Team), with appropriate experience to cover the following aspects and issues:

· Faith and Order

· Musical quality

· Editorial integrity

· Youth interests

· World Church and diversity

· External perspectives

The membership of the group may change over time.  It is envisaged that members shall serve for three years in the first instance. 
7. Duration:
It is assumed that the group will exist for as long as support for Singing the Faith and Singing the Faith Plus is required.  
8. Communications and Meetings:
Much of the work of the group will be carried out through regular email communication, but it is envisaged that there will be three or four meetings per year.  
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