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	7/3. 
The Council adopts the pattern of Network Regions as set out in this report as the regions for the Discipleship and Ministries Learning Network.


Summary of Content

	Subject and Aims


	The report provides a proposal for the development of a pattern of regions for the  Discipleship and Ministries Learning Network

	Main Points


	An overview of the process followed to achieve the pattern of Network Regions proposed

	Background Context and Relevant Documents (with function)
	The Fruitful Field Project Report to Conference 2011



	Consultations 


	District Chairs, Regional Training Forums, Larger than Circuit working party, Chairs of Regional Training Forums meeting. 
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Background

The Fruitful Field Project report to the 2012 Conference recommended that ‘the regional teams work across regions which are bigger than districts but smaller than the existing Regional Training Networks in England’ (para 168). Therefore a pattern of Network Regions needs to be established to achieve this. 

Process

The process of identifying the regions began at the September 2012 Chairs’ Meeting where a number of regional models (including partner church models, local government boundaries, and groupings by membership) were discussed and a range of criteria suggested. This enabled a draft map to be prepared, which was then used as the basis for consultation at a number of further meetings including: Regional Training Forums; the Larger than Circuit working party; meeting of the chairs of the Regional Training Forums; and a range of meetings with individuals. This consultation allowed a final map to be drawn that was shared with the Chairs’ Meeting in January.  The Chairs offered their unanimous support for the proposed pattern of Network Regions.
Proposed Network Regions
	Network Regions 

	Region 
	Districts

	A
	Scotland (31); Shetland (32)

	B
	Darlington (13); Newcastle (20)

	C
	Leeds (16); Sheffield (25); West Yorkshire (27); York + Hull (29)

	D
	Bolton + Rochdale (6); Cumbria (9); Chester + Stoke-on-Trent (11); Isle of Man (15); 
Liverpool (18); Manchester + Stockport (19); Lancashire (21)

	E
	Lincoln + Grimsby (17); Nottingham + Derby (22); Northampton (23)

	F
	Birmingham (5); Bristol (7); Wolverhampton + Shrewsbury (28)

	G
	Synod Cymru (1); Wales Synod (2)

	H
	East Anglia (14); Bedfordshire, Essex + Hertfordshire (34)

	I
	London (35)

	J
	Channel Islands (10); Southampton (26); South East (36)

	K
	Cornwall (12); Plymouth + Exeter (24)
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