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Basic Information
	 Contact Name and Details
	The Revd Dr Martyn Atkins 

	Status of Paper
	Final

	Action Required
	Decision

	Draft Resolutions
	Included within the report


Summary of Content
	Subject and Aims
	To provide resolutions to;

ensure further consultation on the Review of the Role of the Warden of the Methodist Diaconal Order.
implement  certain aspects of the report the Review of the Role of the Warden of the Methodist Diaconal Order.


***RESOLUTIONS

37/1
The Council accepts recommendations 1, 2 and 4 of the report.

In response to recommendation 3 of the report it is proposed that the following Standing Order amendments are recommended to the 2013 Conference.  
743 Ministerial Development. (1) (a) This Standing Order applies to:

(i) every […]  presbyter or deacon in [...] circuit or district appointment, and every District Chair and the Warden of the Methodist Diaconal Order;

  
Therefore the Council is asked to consider the following resolution:

37/2
The Council accepts recommendation 3 of the report and recommends to the Conference that the provisions of SO 743 should be extended to apply to the Warden of the Methodist Diaconal Order.

Recommendation 6 of the report envisages provisions being including in Standing Orders for the appointment of deputies to the Warden.  However, the recommendation envisages such an appointment being made by the MDO Leadership Team.   Until such time as the Council gives further thought to the establishment of such a Team it is not possible to include provision for the appointment of a deputy of the Warden.  It is therefore proposed that a recommendation is made to the 2013 Conference for SO 754 to be amended to include provision for the Warden to be able to appoint an assistant.  This provision will reflect the ability of Chairs of District to appoint assistants as set out in SO 426(5) and (6).
SO 754 

(5) The Warden may at any time appoint a person to assist him or her in such way as he or she may think fit.

(6) Unless the assistance is purely clerical or administrative, any appointment made under clause (5) above shall comply with the following requirements:

(i)  the person appointed shall be a deacon in the active work;

(ii) if the person appointed is to act publicly on behalf of the Warden, the appointment shall not take effect until it has been approved by the Methodist Council;

(iii) the duties to be performed by the person appointed shall not include duties expressly required to be performed by the Warden by any provision of the Deed of Union.

Therefore the Council is asked to consider the following resolution:

37/3
The Council recommends to the Conference that provision be made within Standing 
Orders for the Warden of the Methodist Diaconal Order to be able to appoint an assistant 
akin to the provision of SO 426(5)and(6) for Chairs of District.

It is important to ensure that consultation on aspects of this report takes place with the Convocation of the Methodist Diaconal Order, therefore the Council is invited to ask the working party to undertake this consultation and to give consideration to the financial implications of the recommendations .  To  ensure that the Council is able to make an informed decision on any aspects of the report that have financial implications the Council is advised to seek an overview of the finances of the Methodist Diaconal Order.  Therefore the Council is asked to consider the following resolutions:

37/4
The Council asks the Working Party to consult with the Convocation of the Methodist Diaconal Order in respect of recommendations 5, 6, 7, 8 and 9 and to report to the October meeting of the Methodist Council on the result of the consultation along with observations on how the proposals may be funded so that the Council can give appropriate consideration to the financial implications of the recommendations.

37/5
The Council directs the Strategy and Resources Committee to furnish the Council with an overview of the finances of the Methodist Diaconal Order so as to assist the Council in giving further consideration to recommendations 5 and 7.
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