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Basic Information

	Contact Name and Details
	The Revd Neil A Stubbens   stubbensn@methodistchurch.org.uk 

	Status of Paper
	Final

	Action Required
	Decision

	Draft Resolutions


	47/1.
The Council approves the revised Terms of Reference for 
the British Methodist-Roman Catholic Dialogue Commission.


Summary of Content

	Subject and Aims
	To update the Terms of Reference for this Commission.

	Main Points
	Give greater clarity of purpose.
Establish procedure for renewal of membership.

Reduce maximum size of Commission from 24 to 20.

	Background Context and Relevant Documents (with function)


	The origins of the British Methodist-Roman Catholic Dialogue Commission lie in informal conversations between Methodists and Roman Catholics in the period 1968-72 in the wake of the Second Vatican Council. An English Methodist-Roman Catholic Committee was formally constituted in 1972 as an official dialogue between the Methodist Church and the Catholic Bishops’ Conference of England and Wales. In the early 1980s, the committee was renamed the British Methodist-Roman Catholic Committee with the addition of members from Scotland and Wales. The committee has continued to meet, usually twice each year, since 1972 and is thus one of the longest established bilateral dialogue commissions anywhere in the world.
The Terms of Reference were last approved by the Conference in 2001.

In accordance with the protocol adopted by the Conference in 2008, the Committee was renamed (for Methodist Church purposes) the British Methodist-Roman Catholic Dialogue Commission.

	Consultations 


	The Department for Dialogue and Unity of the Roman Catholic Bishops’ Conference of England and Wales (which will have considered the Terms of Reference on 21 March) and the Roman Catholic Bishops’ Conference of Scotland.


Summary of Impact 

	
	

	Financial
	Small reduction due to fewer Methodist members of the Commission.
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British Methodist-Roman Catholic Dialogue Commission: Revised Terms of Reference
1. The British Methodist-Roman Catholic Dialogue (hereafter MRCD) is sponsored by and reports to the Department for Dialogue and Unity of the Catholic Bishops’ Conference of England and Wales, and the Methodist Council of the Methodist Church. 

2. MRCD is charged by the sponsoring bodies with the following:
2.1 Promoting understanding among Methodists and Roman Catholics regarding the faith, mission and sacramental life of both Churches;
2.2 Elucidating theological and non-theological issues that currently hinder full communion in faith, mission and sacramental life between Methodists and Roman Catholics;
2.3 Exploring and affirming ways in which the Methodist and Roman Catholic Churches may recognise more fully the ecclesial character of each other;
2.4 Making known the work of the Joint Commission for Dialogue between the Roman Catholic Church and the World Methodist Council, and seeking ways of collaborating with that body.

3. The membership of MRCD shall comprise an equal number of Methodists and Roman Catholics appointed by the sponsoring bodies up to a total of twenty members, made up as follows: two co-chairs; two co-secretaries (who shall act jointly as co-convenors); a representative of the Department for Dialogue and Unity; a representative of the Methodist connexional team; a nominee of the Catholic Bishops’ Conference of Scotland; a nominee of the Methodist Synod in Scotland; and up to twelve additional members; all being appointed for a period of five years.
4. The sponsoring bodies shall provide for an equal apportionment of the essential expenses of MRCD to be covered by their annual budgets for ecumenical activities.
5. MRCD shall determine its own procedures and programme of work to cover a five-year period.
6. These terms of reference have been approved by the Department for Dialogue and Unity and by the Methodist Council.

***RESOLUTION:
47/1.
The Council approves the revised Terms of Reference for the British Methodist-Roman Catholic Dialogue Commission.
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