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Basic Information

	Contact Name and Details
	 Penny Fuller, Children’s Ministries Development Officer
 fullerp@methodistchurch.org.uk 

	Status of Paper
	Final

	Action Required
	Decision

	Draft Resolution
	52/1 
The Methodist Council recommends to the Conference that SO 250 be amended to reflect the  proposals contained in this report.

	Alternative Options to Consider, if Any
	NA


Summary of Content

	Subject and Aims

	Amendment to SO 250: to age and age streams.

	Main Points


	· Replacement of the term ‘young people’ or ‘young person’ in Standing Order 250 with ‘children and young people’ or child or young person.
· Removal of reference to age groupings.
· Increasing the age range of the Assembly to 8-23 year olds.


	Background Context and Relevant Documents (with function)
	The nature of Children and Youth Assembly grows and changes organically in response to the participation of children and young people.  On occasion this will result in a need to amend Standing Order 250, to reflect the ever changing nature of children’s and youth ministry and to incorporate   feedback from the event.  


	Consultations


	Children, youth, volunteer and staff evaluations of 3Generate  Children and Youth Assembly


Summary of Impact 

	Standing Orders
	Change of standing order 250
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Recommendation 1
The Methodist Children and Youth Assembly are keen to ensure that the Assembly is open to all children and young people connected with the life of the Church.  It is therefore proposed that to ensure inclusivity of children as well as young people the Council recommend to the Conference that all references in SO 250 to “young people” and “young person” should be replaced by reference to “children and young people” and “child and young person.”  
Recommendation 2
The comments received following the Children and Youth Assembly (3Genereate) in 2012 included requests for the age groups for each session of the Assembly to be amended so that they are in line with school years.   It is considered appropriate for all references to age groupings in SO 250 to be removed in order to enable the Assembly to have flexibility over the age groupings for each session.  
It is suggested that instead of age groupings, SO 250 should just refer to the age range of the Methodist Children and Youth Assembly.   The Council are therefore asked to recommend to the Conference that all references to age groupings within SO 250 are removed.
Recommendation 3
In seeking to ensure that the Assembly is open to as many children and young people as possible across the Connexion it is proposed that the Council recommend to the Conference that the age range for attendance of the Assembly is increased from 9-23 years old to 8-23 years old.
*** RESOLUTION:
52/1.
The Methodist Council recommends to the Conference that SO 250 be amended to reflect 
the  proposals contained in this report.
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