MRDF Working Group Report to Council 
MC/07/65

1. Purpose of the Report

a. To report on the progress of the MRDF Working Group

b. To recommend a broader brief and extend its reporting to the October Council 2007.

2. Background

The remit of the working group set up by the January Council is:

a. To clarify the constitutional status of MRDF

b. To clarify current ambiguity about MRDF’s current relationship with the Connexional Team about the use of the Team’s resources with regard to HR, Communications, and Finance, and also in respect of operational policies

c. To clarify further and affirm MRDF’s relationship with the Methodist Church

d. To identify what actions need to be taken prior to Conference 2007

The group has made progress on points a) and b), and started to work on recommendations for changes to the constitution of MRDF and to Standing Orders based on the principle of establishing a formal relationship with the Methodist Church similar to other bodies such as NCH or the MHA Care Group.  

As the work has developed in the light of Team Focus and the outcomes of the report on advocacy, discussions with other partners who work in areas of relief and development the need for a more joined-up approach to how the Methodist Church expresses its mission in this area has become increasingly apparent. This includes the advocacy of these issues, and fundraising for them throughout the Connexion.  

Specifically it was recognised that a policy was needed to define how the Methodist Church will make informed decisions, on campaigning and deliver with key partners on issues relating to relief and development.

In reflecting on this the group recognised the importance of two tasks: resolving broader policy issues referred to above, and addressing the specific issue of the degree of autonomy of MRDF and its relationship with the Methodist Church, and brings the following recommendations:  

3. Recommendations

1. That an expanded group be given the remit of developing a policy on how the Methodist Church expresses its mission in the area of relief and development.

2. That the membership of the group be expanded
 to include:

a. Brian Mansfield, Treasurer of the Fund for World Mission

b. Mike King, Team Leader of the World Church Office

c. Alison Jackson, Secretary for Parliamentary and Political Affairs, 

3. That the expanded group consult with key stakeholders, and bring its recommendations to the October Council 2007.

4. That a smaller sub-group address the specific details of MRDF’s constitutional position and take steps to consolidate a more autonomous position for MRDF within the Methodist Church, bringing recommendations to the October Council.

5. The sub-group membership be: Anthea Cox, David Gamble (coordinating secretarie), Peter Byass (chair MRDF), Max Teare (trustee MRDF), Graham Thompson (district chair), Kirsty Smith (director MRDF)

4. Resolution

The Council approves the recommendations.

� The present group membership is:  Anthea Cox, Coordinating Secretary;  Peter Byass, Chair of MRDF Trustees;  Max Teare, Trustee of MRDF;  Kirsty Smith, Director of MRDF;  Graham Thompson, Chair of District;  David Gamble, Coordinating Secretary;  Trevor Durston, PSRU.





