The Methodist Council

High Leigh Conference Centre

15-16 October 2007

 A G E N D A

Monday 15 October
13:00
LUNCH

14:00
Session 1

1.
Opening Prayers - The Chaplain
2.
Welcomes, Apologies, Letters, Announcements; Observers

3. Minutes of the Methodist Council held on 30/31 March 2007 - to approve 

4. Matters arising

5. The year’s work in outline [MC/07/75]
6. Minutes of the Strategy and Resources Committee held on 2 May and 19 September 2007, and report from the Chair 

7. Chair’s Business

8. Connexional Leadership Team report

15:15
9.
Report of Relief and Development Working Group [MC/07/76]
16:00
TEA
16:30
Session 2

10.
Connexional support for fresh expressions of Church - discussion of outline proposals for a project [MC/07/77]
11.
Heritage [MC/07/81]
17:45
12.
Stationing Review Group [MC/07/79 to follow] (including work in groups)

19:00
DINNER
20:00
Session 3


13. 
Use of buildings by the Connexional Team [MC/07/80 to follow]
20:30
14. 
Group work: Consider the pros/cons of the circuit as trustee body [MC/07/78A & 78B]
21:00
EVENING PRAYERS

Tuesday 16 October
07:45

Holy Communion

08.30 

Breakfast

09:15
Session 4
15.
Nomination of the General Secretary [MC/07/82] and Appointments of Team Secretaries [to be tabled]

16. Report from working group on 1993 Resolutions on Human Sexuality [MC/07/83]

17.
Relationship between employing bodies [MC/07/102]

11:00
COFFEE

11:30
Session 5


18.
Group work: Terminology for the ordained [MC/07/84] 
19.
Group work: Consider revisiting the Environment Policy [MC/07/85] 


20.
En bloc items – see below 

21. Note any items to be referred to the Connexional Leadership Team

22. Note any items referred to Strategy and Resources Committee

12:45
Devotions

13.00
LUNCH

EN BLOC ITEMS 

1. Appointments [MC/07/86]
2. Consultation process with World Church partners [MC/07/87]
3. Terms of Reference for project on Chaplaincy [MC/07/88 to follow]
4. Terms of Reference for Ecumenical project [MC/07/89]
5. Proposed working group on early human life [MC/07/90]
6. Approval of applications for membership of Churches Together in England [MC/07/91]
7. Formal resignation of auditors [MC/07/92]
8. Exceptions to Team Focus [MC/07/93 to be tabled]
9. Appointments of Margaret Jones and Peter Phillips [MC/07/93 to be tabled]
10. Service Level Agreement with the Pensions Trust [MC/07/94]
11. Amendment to Pensions Scheme rule [MC/07/95]
12. Diversity in Presbyteral Ministry [MC/07/96]
13. Report from Connexional Manse Trustees [MC/07/97]
14. Appointment of Mission Partners [MC/07/98]
15. Audit Committee appointments [MC/07/99]
16. Reference group appointments: consultation with World Church partners; Joint Implementation Commission; Review of Committees [MC/07/100 to be tabled]
17. Request from Plymouth and Exeter District concerning employment of District Development Enabler [MC/07/101]
18. Conference Arrangements [MC/07/103]
19. Flexible Retirement – Lay Employees [MC/07/104]
