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The Revd Dr Christopher Blake

The Revd Dr Christopher Blake has served as Chair of the Cornwall District since September 2001. In that role he has provided clear but sensitive leadership to the District in a time of challenge and change. Through his preaching and teaching ministry he has sought to enable local churches and circuits to clarify vision and to seek creative ways to develop the work of God. Chris has given commitment and attention to developing the spiritual life of the District and has demonstrated a pastoral concern which has been appreciated even when hard decisions have been necessary. Within Cornwall Chris has developed good relationships with ecumenical partners and with community groups. He has served for six years as a Council member of the South West Ministry Training Course (SWMTC) and he is currently a member of the SWMTC Strategy Group.

His previous circuit experience involved serving for five years as ecumenical Industrial Chaplain in the Barking (London Mission) Circuit and for eleven years in the Wimborne Circuit where he was involved in the major redevelopment of the church in Verwood in a time of congregational growth.

Chris has experience of teaching courses on behalf of Bible Society, serving that organisation as an Associate Teacher and Associate Consultant.

Before responding to a call to ordained ministry, Chris trained as a biochemist and obtained a first class honours degree in Medical Biochemistry before studying for a PhD in Biochemistry which was awarded in 1982. 

The role of Principal of Cliff College requires academic, management and leadership gifts, a commitment to the issues of contemporary evangelism and emerging church, and an ability to develop good working relationships within the Methodist Church and with ecumenical partners.  The Cliff College Committee believes that the Revd Dr Christopher Blake is a person of integrity and vision who meets all of these criteria and who has much to offer to help the College in the next stage of its life and development. 

The Cliff College Committee therefore commends the Revd Dr Christopher Blake to the Methodist Council for appointment as Principal of Cliff College for a period not exceeding six years from the 1st September 2008.

