MC/07/15

THE GAMBIA – AUTONOMY

AN UPDATE

1. Two representatives of The Gambia District visited Britain for a series of meetings between 22-24 January 2007.  Discussions mainly focussed on constitutional matters, property and finance.

2. David Gamble is to visit The Gambia District 2-9 February 2007, will attend their Synod, meet the Standing Committee and have discussions with various officers.

3. There is now some doubt as to whether autonomy is possible for 2008.  2009 may be a more likely date.  This should become clearer during David Gamble’s February visit.  

4. Constitutionally, the major items needed (and to be agreed by the British Conference and the Gambia Synod, followed by the Foundation Conference), are:

· The draft wording for an Act of Parliament (the equivalent of The 1976 Methodist Church Act) or a Deed of Foundation. The former is to be preferred, if possible, as it gives greater legal security to the new Church.  The feasibility of such legislation is currently being explored.

· A Deed of Church Order (the equivalent to our Deed of Union), which is well on the way.

· The resolutions for transfer.

· Standing Orders for The Methodist Church The Gambia will be agreed by the Conference of that Church, but the British Church is being consulted on them.

5. A good deal of work has already been done on the drafting of these, both before and during the January meetings with representatives from The Gambia.  Rather than a Council Reference Group, the Council is requested to appoint a small group to be responsible for the drafting of the documents and the continuing negotiations with The Gambia District

6. In addition to approving the Deeds and adopting the formal autonomy resolution, the British Conference will also need to appoint representatives to attend the Foundation Conference.

7. A further report will be brought to the March Council when the details and timetable are clearer.  

RESOLUTIONS

The Council receives this report.

The Council appoints the following group to work with the Gambia District in drafting the necessary autonomy documents and resolutions:

Brian E Beck (chair)

John Hicks QC

Nwabueze Nwokolo

David Gamble (convener)  

