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Model Trust 20 Request

Clause 20 of the Model Trust, in certain circumstances, empowers the sale of a property at less than market value.  The Methodist Council confirms such decisions after officers in the Property Office have adjudicated on a request for permission to operate MT Clause 20 and have sought the personal confirmation of the General Secretary in each case when it is proposed to use the facility of a sale at undervalue.  The Council has set criteria for the operation of the Clause which make it a rare occurrence for a request to be granted.   

I report now the unusual circumstance at Chell Heath chapel, in the Stoke-on-Trent (Tunstall and Burslem) circuit, Chester & Stoke District.  The story goes back to 2001, before the connexional policy on the operation of Clause 20 was agreed.  

Chell Heath Methodist Church is situated in a difficult housing estate.  When the Anglican building fell into disrepair, an LEP was formed based on the Methodist building.  In due course, the Methodist presence in the LEP dwindled and the work was carried on by the Anglicans.  Negotiations took place between the then Chair of the District, The Revd Brian Powley, and the then Bishop of Lichfield, relating to Chell Heath.  They agreed to the request to dissolve the LEP.  Eventually the Methodist presence disappeared altogether.  No formal legal agreements were signed.  The situation now needs to be regularised.  There cannot be a leasing arrangement.  The Anglicans cannot afford to buy the building at full market value.  In good faith, at an early stage, the use of Model Trust 20 had been mooted.  

The proposal is that the building is transferred to the Anglicans with the usual reverter clauses in place.

The present Chair of the District, The Revd John Walker, fully endorses the proposal.

Resolution: The Council endorses the proposal in this report.
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