MC/08/16

NOMINATION OF A NEW NCH TRUSTEE FOR APPOINTMENT BY THE METHODIST COUNCIL (FEBRUARY 2008) ON BEHALF OF THE CONFERENCE
We would like to nominate Lesley Sawers as Chair of our Scotland Committee and NCH Trustee.  This appointment arises as the existing Chair, Paul Morron retired from NCH Council in December 2007.

Resolution

The Methodist Council on behalf of the Conference appoints the following person to NCH Council as a new trustee with effect from January 2008.

Lesley Sawers 

· Lesley was until recently Chief Executive of Glasgow Chamber of Commerce and has previously been in the private sector.  Her focus was primarily on Marketing and Communications, initially with Scottish Power plc where she was Head of Corporate Communications, before moving to Royal Mail Group plc as Director of Scottish Affairs and Chairman of Royal Mail Group Advisory Board, where she was the principal representative of the group within Scotland. After a brief spell helping Visit Scotland at a challenging time with their strategic communications, she joined Glasgow Chamber and has helped to grow the membership and impact of the organisation very effectively.  

· We have received two positive references confirming Lesley’s suitability for the role.  One from Norman Quirk, President of the Glasgow Chamber of Commerce, and who used to be MD of Saga Radio. His view was Glasgow Chamber used to be high profile and rated but had declined prior to Lesley's arrival, and she helped re-position it, to the extent that she was asked to chair a special committee for the 2014 Commonwealth Games which she did very effectively, and ensured the Chamber was viewed as a business partner with the City in this. The other reference was from Peter Lederer, Chairman of Gleneagles and Visitscotland, which was also very positive.

This appointment will be reported to the Conference 2008 in NCH’s Report.

