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Draft Report to Conference 2007

Proposed Hymn Book Supplement

The Loughborough Conference of 2004 adopted the Report to Conference concerning a Proposed Hymn Book Supplement authorising the Methodist Publishing House:

a) to seek to develop the capability to make available in one or more appropriate electronic forms a rolling collection of recommended hymns and songs and

b) to fund the work of the proposed Music Resources Group


The Conference invited the Board of the Methodist Publishing House in consultation with the Music Resources Group to bring to the Conference no later than 2007, detailed proposals regarding:

a) the maintenance and on going recommendation of the rolling resource and 

b) whether or not such supplementary material should also be published in book form and, if so, the form such a book should take.

The Issues

The 2004 Report highlighted the reasons for an authorised hymnody:

· It has been part of Methodist tradition since its earliest days when John Wesley authorised collections of hymns for use in Methodist worship.

· Our hymn books have been used for private devotion as well as congregational singing

· Hymns are an important means of transmitting our tradition and they contain much of our theology

· When a hymn or song is included in an authorised collection, it is assumed to be consistent with our Methodist doctrines and the majority of congregations have used authorised hymn books as their normal book

The Report emphasised that the Methodist Publishing House Board and the Faith and Order Committee feel ‘that a decision to dispense with authorised or recommended hymnody would be a major break with our tradition and should not be entertained without serious and lengthy consideration’ In addition an authorised hymnody has been helpful to the many local preachers, presbyters and deacons leading worship Sunday by Sunday

But if the Church wishes to continue with an authorised or recommended hymnody, in what way should our present collection be updated?

Hymns and Psalms was produced in 1983 and all of the major denominations in Britain have newer collections The Publishing House has received comments about copies falling apart because they are old and questioning whether the Church is doing something new. It is interesting to note that in recent years only a small number of songs sung at Conference are from Hymns and Psalms!
Our hymn book does not reflect the developments in music over the past twenty five years. There has seen an explosion in the material written to be sung in worship. As well as the vast increase in quantity there has also been an increase in the diversity of style, both in terms of the words and the music. These include contemporary hymns and songs from Iona, Taizé and the world church. This has been linked to a commercialisation of worship music, with songs promoted on CDs and DVDs as well as in print.

Nowadays some Methodist Churches have moved on from Hymns and Psalms and the majority are using a supplementary book. Mission Praise, Songs of Fellowship, The Source and similar collections are widely used. In addition with the advent of word projection, some churches are dispensing with books completely.

There are some concerns that the most widely used supplementary material to Hymns and Psalms tends to come from one theological perspective and does not represent the breadth of Methodist thinking. On the other hand there are those who believe that the more cerebral approach of traditional hymnody needs to be balanced by more expressive material that reflects both the musical style and the emotional temperature of contemporary culture.

In addition there are very few supplementary collections which are widely representative of contemporary hymnody. The only British collection recently produced is the Church Hymnary: Fourth Edition (2005).

How does the Methodist Church respond to the vast amount of material now available from a wide variety of sources and to the variety of ways that material is used within the Connexion? The 2004 Conference has given its endorsement to an authorised hymnody. The hymns we sing are central to Methodist identity.

The Process

The Music Resources Group appointed by the 2004 Conference has sought to undertake its work in the light of these issues. We have met regularly, including a residential meeting in February this year. The process has made us aware of the size and complexity of the task. 

We have set about this by reviewing hymns and songs for worship written since Hymns and Psalms in 1983. We are surveying many published collections, including single author collections and international material, for example, Australian and American collections. Members have recommended material for the whole group to discuss and have considered whether that material is core to a collection or experimental. Then we have voted on the hymn/song’s suitability for inclusion in some sort of Methodist resource. 

As we have undertaken this task we are mindful of themes and aspects of faith and worship which are under resourced in Hymns and Psalms. We would seek to ensure that these are included in a new collection and where material is lacking we may need to canvas for hymns and psalms either existing or new material.

As we have considered material we have been aware that the different genres work in different ways and may need to be treated differently. In the 1969 supplement Hymns and Songs, this was recognised by dividing the book into two parts, hymns and songs. It is significant that many of the hymns found their way into Hymns and Psalms but only a few of the songs were included.

We face the same situation. We believe that some of the worship songs that are widely sung in our churches have great value and are consonant with our tradition; however experience tells us most will probably become outdated. Their words are not set for private devotion in the same way as hymns although the recording of songs may be used devotionally. Additionally there are hymns which have been written in response to particular events, such as 9/11, 7/7 and the Asian Tsunami, which have been useful but which may be of limited longevity. The fact that these hymns and songs may be ephemeral does not mean that they are not of value for their time and there has been some debate about how best we recognise this.

We would not wish to produce a collection which does not include worship songs as this would not reflect current Methodist practice and might imply that Methodism is not interested in the use of that genre. However to put such material alongside historic hymns of the faith might not be appropriate. The Resources Group does believe that there could be value in bringing together an anthology of worship songs and also affirms the value of bringing together material supplementary to Hymns and Psalms from a variety of sources. Using the internet hymns and songs could be made available which provide an immediate response to events. A model for this could be the General Board of Discipleship, Worship Website of the United Methodist Church.

(http://www.gbod.org/worship).

What we have considered

The Music Resources Group recommends the following options:

· A new complete collection to replace Hymns and Psalms.

· A rolling resource whereby a selection of considered hymns/songs is made available electronically and is added to each year.

· The use of the internet to supplement these resources.

A new collection

This has much to commend it given the age of Hymns and Psalms and the vast amount of material written since its publication .in 1983. The Music Resources Group has carried out research from church records of hymns used which shows that approximately two hundred hymns are used rarely and could be omitted making space for newer items.

We discussed a temporary supplement to Hymns and Psalms with a new complete book being produced at a later date. Such a publication would have similarities to Hymns and Songs and provide for‘a testing of the water of new material’ prior to the publication of a new book However we felt the time had come for a complete new collection 

This would be a major piece of work and could include about two hundred published and unpublished hymns and songs and also material from Hymns and Psalms. The Music Resources Group would be responsible for recommending hymns and songs for approval and authorisation. We would intend that the compilation of the full list would be available for consultation by December 2008 and brought to the 2009 Conference for authorisation. The material would be published in 2010 and would need to be produced in various forms with the material available electronically as well as in book form. 

The Music Resources Group has considered the need for a published book and believes that a book is appropriate for the following reasons:

· There is a tradition of Methodist authorised hymnody in permanent book form.

· Methodist hymnbooks have been used for private devotion as well as for congregational singing.

· Preachers and worship leaders need a reference source from hymns and songs, just as they need a book version of the Bible.

· Many people like to read the music as they sing, which is generally not projected on a screen and is unlikely to be in the future.

· Many small churches would find the use of technology prohibitive in ters of expense and expertise.

This proposal does not address the issue of how the church deals with material for its time which can quickly become outdated. Thus we also recommend:

A rolling resource whereby a selection of hymns/songs is made available electronically and is added to each year.

This has the benefit of using up to date material.. The first edition of the rolling resource would be published in 2009 prior to the main collection as a ‘taster’. It would contain about two hundred hymns/songs which would be selected and recommended by the Music Resources Group. About one hundred and twenty hymns/songs would then be recommended per year in order to produce further rolling resource editions. We envisage a standing committee appointed by Conference to make the selection. Timescales would not allow for Conference to approve the list.

This selection would be done by trawling through electronic and recently published material to look for new hymns /songs to meet the differing and changing needs of worshippers and churches. It should be well resourced with backing tracks, where appropriate, performances and Portable Document Format files of words and music

The use of the internet

The Group commends the use of the internet to supplement these resources with up to the minute, topical material. We envisage that about ten hymns/songs per month could be provided in this way. Items would be placed on a website such as that of the Methodist Church. They would not be authorised but the standing committee appointed would choose the selection. It was felt that this was in line with the Connexional Team’s working practices of placing resources on the internet. If permission is given at the 2007 Conference, this process would begin as soon as possible.

Recommendations to Conference

A new published book of authorised hymns/songs
1. The Music Resources Group in consultation with the Board of the Methodist Publishing Houseto continue its work of evaluating published and unpublished material for a new collection of authorised hymns/songs for Methodist worship.

2. The compilation of the full list of hymns/songs for the new hymn book by December 2008

3. The completion of a consultation process by March 2009

4. The presentation of the full list of hymns/songs for approval by the 2009 Conference

5. The publication of the new collection in 2010

A rolling resource of authorised material additional to a new book

6. The first edition of the rolling resource to be published in 2009, then annually after the new book of authorised hymns/songs  is published in 2010

A constantly updated collection of contemporary material on the Methodist Church website

7. The placing of material on the website as soon as possible after the 2007 Conference

8. The appointment by the Music Resources Group of a standing committee to select material for the website in consultation with the Methodist Publishing House and the Music Resources Group

Authority to develop the proposals

9. The Music Resources Group to expand its membership, to co-opt appropriate expertise and to bring names for appointment by the Conference.

10. The Music Reference Group to report annually on progress to the Methodist Council.

Members of the Music Resources Group

Rachel Appleyard (until July 2006), Barbara Bircumshaw (Chair), Damian Boddy, Martin Clarke, Marjorie Dobson, Ian Howarth, Kavula John, Margaret Jones (Faith and Order Committee until 2006), Steve Pearce, Philip Poynor, Andrew Pratt, Harvey Richardson (Faith and Order Committee), Martin Stone (Methodist Publishing House)
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