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Southlands College Accounts

1. The pattern has hitherto been for the audited accounts of Southlands College (SC) (and the accounts of subsidiary activities) formally to be adopted by the Methodist Council.

2. This is unsatisfactory from a number of points of view:

2.1 This way of dealing with the SC accounts is unique to SC among the many bodies for which the Council has ultimate responsibility.

2.2 There is a measure of artificiality about this formal arrangement.  (On receipt of the audited accounts, I typically ask the Connexional Treasurer to scrutinise them; but the accounts are not duplicated to all members of the Council, though a copy is available for inspection.  I do not believe Council members have asked to view the accounts in recent years.  The Council then formally adopts the accounts on the advice of the Treasurer, and the President (hitherto, as the then Chair of the Council) and I have solemnly signed them.)

3. The auditors advise that this process is unnecessary.  It is within the power of the Council to delegate to the governors of SC to sign off their own audited accounts.

4. Arrangements are in hand for the SC accounts to be consolidated into the Methodist Council Consolidated Account from January 2008 onwards.

Resolution

Acting on behalf of the Methodist Council, the Strategy & Resources Committee authorises the governors of Southlands College to adopt the audited annual accounts of Southlands College Trust.

DGD/21.11.06  

