Validation of alternative courses to ‘Faith and Worship’

The Council is asked to delegate the responsibility for validating courses to be connexionally recognised as alternatives to ‘Faith and Worship’ to a Validation Panel of the Local Preachers’ Studies Board.

1) Background

The Board notes the piecemeal implementation of the recommendations of Shaping the Future. Although in principle welcoming the recommendations, the Board expresses caution as to how they may work out in practice. It suggests that some issues may require the advice of the Faith and Order Committee.

The Board and the Council are also asked to note that the Church of England is reviewing its Reader ministry through two different processes, and that the group which reports to the Reader Education Panel would particularly value conversation with the Methodist Church.

2) The Validation Panel 

The Board has already set up such a panel in principle, awaiting the Council’s authorisation. Its members at present are:


Peter Relf


Paul Johnson


Christopher Wood-Archer

The Board should be empowered to add other members to the Panel if necessary.

The Council is asked to authorise the Panel on this basis

3) Validation criteria

The criteria to be applied by the Panel should be based on the ecumenical Training Specification contained in the report Shaping the Future pp. 33-55, and in particular on the learning outcomes detailed on pp. 38-40.

The Council is asked to authorise the Panel, in conjunction with the Local Preachers’ Office within Formation in Ministry, to produce these criteria.

It is proposed that the Board should report these agreed criteria to the Council in March 2007, together with a report on any submissions currently under consideration, and that the Board should submit a report from the Panel to the March Council each year.
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