Wales Synod: Appointment of 2 co-Chairs

(For the Methodist Council: the formation of the Wales Synod has been approved in principle by the Conference.  However, it comes into being, if all goes according to plan, only on 1 September 2007.  By analogy with processes used in similar circumstances in the previous two years, when district Chairs were being designated for the emerging three new districts in the SE area of England, the Methodist Council is hereby requested to act in place of a district synod in receiving nominations from a duly appointed Nominations Committee and endorsing their presentation to Conference 2007 for appointment).

The Revd William R Morrey

Will has served as a minister in 3 circuits in England before circuit ministry in Wales from 1987.  Following a 3-year appointment as Co-ordinator for the Council for Methodism in Wales (1994-97), he has served as Chair of the South Wales District up to the present.  Will was elected President of the Conference for 2004-5.  From September 2006 he is also chair of the Methodist Council.

Will is proposed as lead Chair for the new Wales Synod.  He brings to this role wide experience of public life and local cultures in Wales, and of political and economic developments in Wales through the Welsh Assembly.  He also brings close working relationships with Church leaders of other denominations in Wales.  Will is a former President of CYTUN (the ecumenical instrument in Wales).  He has made significant contributions to the development of Y Gymanfa and now to Y Cyngor.  He is fully supportive of the vision that undergirds the new structures and ways of working which promise to facilitate co-operation and resource-sharing between Synod Cymru and the Wales Synod in support of the Methodist Church in Wales.

Resolution

The Council recommends to the Conference that The Revd William R Morrey be appointed as Lead Chair of the Wales Synod for a period of six years from the 1st September 2007.

The Revd Dr Stephen D Wigley

Stephen is currently superintendent of the Cardiff circuit, where he has led the Methodist people through the disappointment which followed the failure of the proposals for an Ecumenical Bishop in Wales and through a process of circuit restructuring, to engage with fresh energy with the mission challenges of contemporary society.  Stephen is a skilled and experienced communicator, particularly on local radio.

Stephen’s earlier ministerial appointments have given him experience of Methodism and ecumenical work in Swansea and Gower and in the Cychdaith Ceredigion circuit (the first bi-lingual circuit in Wales).

Stephen brings to the role of co-Chair a passion for the work of the Church throughout Wales, a keen analytical mind and a personality which engenders trust in those he works with.

Resolution

The Council recommends to the Conference that The Revd Dr Stephen D Wigley be appointed as Co-Chair of the Wales Synod for a period of six years from the 1st September 2007.

