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Report to the Methodist Council (30-31.3.07)

The Work of the Faith and Order Committee 2006-7

The Committee has met twice, and the Executive twice, since the last report to the Council. Rev Dr Jane Craske took over from Rev Dr Richard Clutterbuck as Chair of the Committee as from the July 2006 Executive meeting.

Main preoccupations and activities during the past year have been:

Living with Contradictory Convictions in the Church

The production of a Study Guide for use with respect to this report has been delayed. But it should be completed soon. It will then be posted on the Methodist Church web-site.

The Grace Given You in Christ

Work has been underway since November in the preparation of a response to the World Methodist Council/Roman Catholic Commission’s 2006 report ‘The Grace Given You in Christ’. An agreed text, finalized at the March meeting, will be submitted to the 2007 Conference for the Conference to decide whether this can become the Church’s official response.

Ways of Working

Much work has been undertaken throughout the year towards the implementation of the Committee’s new ways of working, the principles for which were agreed at the 2006 Conference. A further report, with much more detail about the plans, will be brought to the 2007 Conference. Implementation will occur in two stages (beginning 2007, with the full ‘launch’ occurring in September 2008). 2007-8 is thus a transitional year: continuing to use a Committee and an Executive. From 2008, the Faith and Order Network will comprise a Committee (of approx 16-20 members) and 11 Resource Groups. The new structure will be inaugurated at a 48-hour Theology Conference at High Leigh [on 2nd-4th Sept 2008]. Similar Theology Conferences will then be held at 3-yearly intervals thereafter, thus supporting the individuals and groups which undertake Faith and Order work on the Church’s behalf, stimulating broader interest in the Committee, and encouraging wider dissemination of its work.

101 expressions of interest have been received (in response to two Methodist Recorder advertisements and a mailing to District Chairs) from people keen to be involved in the Committee’s work. Of these, 69 are presbyters, 6 are deacons and 26 are lay people. 29 are, of have been, involved in Faith and Order work. Hence, 72 new expressions of interest have been received. These responses are being considered carefully, in accordance with clear criteria agreed within the Committee, in order to draw up the membership of the new Faith and Order Network. Of paramount importance is the balancing of existing, proven expertise and the need to create a ‘training ground’ (for lay and ordained together) for people at different life-stages to be developing and/or extending areas of theological specialism.

Episcopacy

The Committee has played its full part, with the Council, in processing the responses to What Sort of Bishops? and in preparing the report required for the 2007 Conference.

Scrutiny Work

The Committee has considered the theological section of the Complaints and Discipline Review Group report and two drafts of the report on the Use of Methodist Premises by People of Other Faiths. It expects also to link up with the writing group producing a new Pastoral Care Resource, and to be offering input to the Stationing Review and to the group reviewing the Derby Resolutions. It will also comment on the theological aspects of the material currently being prepared re. Fresh Expressions.

Representatives of the Committee worked along with Rev. David Gamble in scrutinizing material being produced towards the autonomy of the Methodist Church in the Gambia.

A small group of Exec-members produced, on the Committee’s behalf, a response to a draft of a major Church of England report on ministry.

Other Work in Progress

Response to ‘In the Spirit of the Covenant’ – the Interim JIC Report

After going through multiple drafts, the Committee’s response to the interim JIC report was finally agreed at the January Executive.

Liturgical Work

The Worship and Liturgy Resources Group (WLRG) remains active on the Committee’s and the Church’s behalf, its convenor and members being consulted about many matters. The WLRG has been involved in the production (by invitation) of a ‘Service for the Celebration of Holy Communion at a District Event’ (now available on the Methodist Church’s web-site), of worship materials for the 2007 Methodist anniversaries, and in material produced for special Sundays.

Working Party on Sexuality

In response to widespread interest, and arising especially from the Church’s response to the challenges issued by the CTBI report Time for Action, the Committee has taken the initiative to propose terms of reference for a working party on the topic of sexuality. This would be a multi-disciplinary venture and its findings would benefit a number of other pieces of work currently underway (e.g. Derby Resolutions review, Pilgrimage of Faith). It is suggested that this working party be overseen by the Methodist Council, but maintain a clear link with the Faith and Order Committee to ensure that full attention to theological considerations is paid throughout the working party’s life.

Links

The Committee continues to maintain its active links with many other bodies internal and external to the Methodist Church (Church of England Liturgical Commission, Committee for Local Ecumenical Development, Churches Together in England - Theology and Unity Group, European Methodist Theological Commission, Faith and Order Advisory Group [of the Church of England], Four Nations Ecumenical Reference Group, Joint Liturgical Group, Methodist Publishing House).
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