Singing the faith, telling the story
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A website is offering a new insight into the story behind the new Methodist hymn collection, Singing the Faith.
Visitors to www.singingthefaith.org.uk can read about the journey from the initial proposal for a new collection through to the work now being done to launch the Singing the Faith collection in June 2011. They can take a peek inside the collection at the full list of hymns and songs, check out the online users guide and read John Wesley’s rules for singing.
Anyone can also now take advantage of the pre-publication discounts on Singing the Faith. These include a saving of £5 on the full music edition, £2.50 on the words edition and £5 on the electronic words edition. Discounts are available when ordering direct from Methodist Publishing. 
People can also pre-order the free Singing the Faith sampler, which will be published in January 2011.
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The Methodist Church and the government
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Over the last month the Methodist Church has reacted publicly to a number of Government proposals.

In collaboration with other denominations and agencies, it has accused the government of failing to take account of the reality of poverty. Although they welcome plans for a simplified benefits system, they raise concerns that the proposed reforms are based on inaccurate assumptions about the poor. To read more click here.

Also on the eve of the comprehensive government spending review the president of Conference, the Revd Alison Tomlin addressed a rally organised by the Trades Union Congress. In her speech she raised concerns that spending cuts will hit the poor hardest. You can read more, including the full text of Alison’s address by clicking here. 

The Methodist Church, the Baptist Union of Great Britain and the United Reformed Church have voiced concern over Chancellor George Osborne’s inaccurate use of welfare fraud statistics in his spending review speech. He claimed that welfare fraud is responsible for cheating tax payers out of £5 billion a year. But Church leaders said that this exaggerated figure depicts the poorest and most vulnerable in society as thieves. Discover more by clicking here.
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What in the world is happening?
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Check out the latest World Church Relationships' Bulletin.

Catch up with the latest news from mission partners in Greneda, Bangladesh and Zambia. Discover what is happening in Trinidad and Tobago, Fiji and Hong Kong. And learn about the Revd Tom Quenet’s latest visit to Colombia and Haiti.

Poverty of ambition? Churches and a politics of hope
- Saturday 22 January 2011 
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The Baptist Union of Great Britain, The Methodist Church and the United Reformed Church are hosting an exciting free one-day conference on how our churches can engage with contemporary political issues. This will take place from 10.30am to 4.00pm at Carrs Lane Church Centre in Birmingham.

Will Hutton - author and journalist - will be giving the keynote address. The rest of the day will feature workshops on key policy issues for churches, such as poverty, debt, climate change, peace-making and the Big Society - as well as the opportunity to network over refreshments.

The day will appeal to anyone with a passion for social justice and wanting to help our churches to engage with government and the world around us.  You are particularly encouraged to attend if you have a formal circuit or district role looking at church and society issues, if you are an enthusiast or campaigner, or if you just want to know more.

Attendance is free, including lunch, but advance registration is vital.

For more information and to register, click here.
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Be inspired
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The Inspire Network is holding a series of gatherings in the first part of 2011. They are in Chesterfield (15 January), Manchester (29 January), Plymouth (12 February), Bristol (5 March) and Gillingham (9 April).

These will run from 9.30am - 1.00pm.

In addition there will be a national gathering in Derby on 16 July from 10.00am - 4.00pm. 

All the events will cater for first-timers interested in knowing more about Inspire as well as existing members, and will feature worship, ministry and training. 

The Inspire Network is one of the key ways the Methodist Church are exploring and developing discipleship. Find out more at www.inspire-network.org.uk.
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Fair Feast
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Over one billion people went to bed hungry last night. But millions more didn’t, thanks to fair trade and MRDF’s long-term development projects.

Fair Feast gives you the opportunity to help eradicate hunger and make the world a fairer place. It’s a great way to celebrate Pancake Day (8 March) and Fairtrade Fortnight (28 February – 13 March) in 2011, and raise money that will be invested in some of the world’s poorest communities, through MRDF’s partners.

For all you need to hold a Fair Feast, click here.
Momentum bows out with a road trip
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After five years of news telling and story sharing, the Methodist publication Momentum reaches its final edition this month. To mark the occasion, editor Laurence Wareing visited some of the projects featured in previous editions, and other stories offer updates on the work undertaken by Momentum’s partner organisations – Action for Children, LWPT, MHA and MRDF. 

We share examples of imaginative discipleship – initiatives for young adults, children, overseas partnership and the care of older people. Read, also, ideas for how to make Advent a more meaningful, Christ-centred time.

There’s something for your newsletter, website and personal reflection in the final Momentum.
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The Methodist Art Collection needs your help
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The Methodist Church Collection of Modern Christian Art comprises some 50 works, many by well-known artists. It is exhibited across the UK at five to six venues each year. 

The trustees are looking for someone to help them make informed decisions on suitable travelling cases, secure hanging methods, reframing and reglazing. Approximately 25 days work will be required, over a 16-week period and at the rate of £100 - £125 per day. Some of the work can be done at home but there will be a requirement for visits to Oxford where the collection is housed while not on tour. For further information contact the chairman of the trustees Dr John Gibbs.

The trustees are also working on a study course Creative Spirit based on eight of the works which together illustrate the Christian story. The course will involve a pack comprising the images on disc and a booklet with ideas for discussion, meditation and reflection. They are looking for someone who could help them promote the sale of this resource to worship/retreat leaders, churches and related organisations in this country and abroad. Approximately 20 days of work are required over a 20-week period and at the rate of £90 - £115 per day. It is envisaged that the work will be done at home. For further information contact trustee Miriam Davies.

[Above: The woodblock picture ‘The Three Kings’ by David Jones is a recent addition to the Collection. A print (black on white rather than white on black as here) is available as a Christmas Card. For more details (including ordering) contact Bob Williams, trustee and secretary of the Friends of the Methodist Art Collection.]
Celebrating Advent
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Check out the Methodist website's Advent and Christmas pages for ideas, resources and material for worship.
Currently there's a new Christmas hymn and Paperless Christmas - a road movie about the adventures of Mary and Joseph.
Also ...

From 1 December you can follow a day-by-day account of a nativity play on Twitter and Facebook. Known as the Natwivity, it retells the 2,000 year-old story of the birth of Jesus.
Each day different members of the cast will tweet a 140-character update. They include Joseph, Mary, the shepherds, the three wise men and King Herod.
The Natwivity will give this famous story an immediate, real-life feel, transforming followers from people 2,000 years ago to friends of the user, who are going through the drama now. Followers will be able to read Mary’s angst as she tries to come to terms with the birth of her child, and hear from the stunned shepherds after their encounter with an angel.
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Methodist Conference and the web
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The organisers of the Methodist Conference are looking for people to be part of a short survey into the webcasting of the conference.
With over 30 hours of high quality video webcast from the Portsmouth Conference, the consultation hopes to hear the benefits people have encountered as well as the concerns they might have with the provision of this service.
Click here to take part in the online consultation.
To view a video archive of the 2010 Methodist Conference go to http://sites.cantos.com/the_methodist_conference/10/archive1/public/
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And finally ... Fair Fir Trees
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Do you know that it is now possible to purchase fairly-traded Christmas trees? Growers in Denmark, in partnership with Fairwind, a small company in the UK, have developed Fair Trees, campaigning to raise awareness and improve the conditions of workers in Georgia who pick the majority of the seeds from which Nordmann Fir Christmas trees are grown. 
A BBC documentary highlighting the issues will be broadcast this month.
To show your support, order your tree from Fairwind, read their blog for detailed background and email/write to your local garden centre, Christmas tree farm, B & Q or Homebase or urging them to stock 'fair trees'.

