
CRADLE OF LIFE
The official Methodist Prayer 
Handbook for 2003/4. 
£2 each (GC136), £1.75 
for 10+ copies (GC836) 

CALLED BY NAME
– being a member of the

Methodist Church

The ideal guide for Methodist
members and all who want to
know what is distinctive about

Methodism. £3.50 each (PA209)
£2.75 for 5+ copies (PA809)

THE METHODIST WEBSITE
www.methodist.org.uk

News of the Methodist Church in Britain
and beyond. With links to other websites

and e-mail addresses including Training &
Development Officers and Connexional

Team staff. Diary listings, Special
Sundays worship material and other

resources and background information. 

All available free on your nearest
computer.

FLAME: 
THE METHODIST
MAGAZINE
The magazine you’ll
wonder how you managed
without – celebrating what it
means to be Christian in the
Methodist tradition. 

Annual subscription: 
£10 for 6 issues from MPH.

THESE AND OTHER PUBLICATIONS CAN BE ORDERED FROM:

THE METHODIST BOOKSHOP, 25 MARYLEBONE ROAD, LONDON NW1 5JR 
TEL: 020 7467 5106  • E-MAIL: bookshop@methodistchurch.org.uk

METHODIST PUBLISHING HOUSE, 4 JOHN WESLEY ROAD, WERRINGTON, PETERBOROUGH PE4 6ZP
TEL: 01733 325002 • FAX: 01733 384180 • E-MAIL: sales@mph.org.uk 
ORDER THE MPH RESOURCES CATALOGUE FOR 2003/4 

for your ChurchResources 

METHODIST E-NEWS
Online news and information

including The Buzz (‘Our Calling’
stories from around Methodism),
Sharing News, specially chosen

media releases, updates on
events/resources and more. 

Register online
www.methodist.org.uk/

links/email.htm to ensure that
you receive your own regular

copy of this new e-mail resource.

CONNEXIONAL LINK
The Connexional Link mailing brings a wide
range of news, resources and information
to every Methodist church in Britain.
Includes Mission Matters, Share (for youth
workers) and the Sharing News
supplement for your church newsletter.
Now published 4 times a year in
September, November, March and May. 

See your church’s Link Person for details.

SAFEGUARDING
A Methodist response to the Codes of
Practice of the Home Office and Scottish
Office concerning the protection of chil-
dren and young people.
£2.50 each 54pp (PE235) 

LET YOUR LIGHT SHINE

A Strategy for the Methodist Church’s
Engagement with Economic Life &

Study Guide for Local Churches 
Price: Free 36pp (SA126)

MAKE A JOURNEY  OF FAITH
A full colour leaflet to introduce your local

community to the Methodist Church. 
Free (PA183)

OUR CALLING …
MOVING ON

A concise and
practical intro-
ductory leaflet.
£5.00 for 50
copies (PA118) 

september/october 2003 • £1.95

the methodist magazine

Genesis, genes and God

‘Come to us,creative Spirit’

Spirituality - life in the Spirit

Inner-cityvoices

Let your light shine

Connexional Link

www.methodist.org.uk 

The Communication Office of the Methodist Church edits,
designs and produces each Connexional Link mailing
It is published by Methodist Publishing House, 4 John Wesley
Road, Werrington, Peterborough PE4 6ZP  Tel 01733 325002
Fax 01733 384180 E-mail sales@mph.org.uk
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September 2003 Link checklist
You should find the following inserts in this Link mailing:

• Conference Times • Mission Matters • Share • Church Membership • Good New for Children 
• New Eyes (NEW Children's Project) • Inter Faith Issues • At Your Service • Public Issues 

Do you have any suggestions to pass on to fellow Link People?
Contact: The Editor, Communication Office, Methodist Church House, 25 Marylebone Rd, London NW1 5JR

Fax: 020 7467 5229  E-mail: linkeditor@methodistchurch.org.uk

If undelivered please return to Methodist Publishing House, 4 John Wesley Road, Peterborough PE4 6ZP

From the editor
Welcome to the September 2003
Connexional Link pack. 
Being the first Link mailing since this year’s
Methodist Conference in Llandudno our regu-
lar news supplement again takes the form of

a special Conference News bulletin.  And for those who have
requested the convenience of electronic versions of Link, don’t
forget that online versions of this item and, indeed, the full
range of Link resources are also now available via the
Methodist website at www.methodist.org.uk/information/
connexional_link.htm 

Those with an interest in children’s work will again find an
abundance of practical tips, activity ideas and other useful
resources in this month’s Good News for Children and the first

full New Eyes booklet (a new project from the Children’s
Section, introduced in the previous Link round).  Church
Membership explores key themes of membership commitment
and reviews a range of new resources for growth.  At your
Service provides the latest contact details for members of the
Methodist Connexional Team; a useful quick reference guide on
who to approach and how to get help from the Connexional
Team.  

Share (MAYC) contains the latest news and an application form
for this year’s Methodist Youth Conference in Bolton.  As
always, the full list of inserts included in your September Link
pack are listed above. A warm word of thanks once again for
your assistance in distributing these core resources.  I com-
mend all of this month’s Link items in the hope that they will
inform, challenge and inspire your whole church family.

Dave Mohan
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INTER FAITH ISSUES

News and resources about Inter Faith relations 

The Methodist Church

O
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Short Courses
on Inter-Faith

issues 

Prayer for
Peace

Respecting the Otherness of the Other

A Christian Muslim Dialogue Forum
(CMDF) in Luton has met over 15 times in the last 3 years. It
has now produced Christian-Muslim Dialogue: A Common Thread,
a 16 page booklet documenting its explorations into three
vital, potentially divisive, issues: koinonia (sharing together
in Christ and his graces) and ummah ( the worldwide Muslim
community); salvation in Islam and Christianity; da’wah (the
call or invitation to Islam) and Christian mission. 
Information from CMDF, c/o Grassroots,102a Dunstable Road, Luton LU1 1EH

I
am sometimes asked whether agreeing to a theology that

overlooks Christian distinctiveness and identity is necessary to
become involved in inter-faith encounter. My answer is,

invariably, ‘No’. Most of those involved in inter-faith dialogue
remain firmly rooted in their faith, convinced of its distinctiveness,

and expect their dialogue partners to come from a similar position.

Encountering difference within inter-faith encounter is therefore
inevitable and brings very particular challenges. Dr Ataullah
Siddiqui of the Inter Faith Unit of The Islamic Foundation in
Leicester expressed this most effectively when he spoke to the 1997

National Meeting of The Inter Faith Network of the UK:
‘I believe that dialogue means engaging in the search to
understand how others understand themselves. It involves
a community’s acknowledgement of the self portrayal of
others. In other words, dialogue is about recognizing ‘the
otherness’ of the other.’

Christian statements on the issue have said almost the same thing.

One of the Methodist principles on Dialogue and Evangelism
adopted by the Methodist Conference of 1994 is: ‘The faiths of
humankind are diverse and do not all aim at the same goals.’ The

paragraph that follows this principle includes these sentences: ‘It is

not the case that all religions are different paths up the same
mountain: Nirvana is a very different concept from Heaven’;  ‘It is a

superficial response to pluralism which simply jettisons tenets of

faith in order to accommodate other points of view.’ Then, a recent

leaflet on Christians and local inter faith activity published by
Churches Together in Britain and Ireland stresses, ‘Meeting
between people of different faiths requires every party to be faithful

to their own convictions, while respecting the convictions of
others.’

This lies at the heart of what inter-faith encounter is about.
Crucially important is the phrase, ‘while respecting the convictions

of others’. In the history of Christianity, recognition of difference
and distinctiveness has led to anti-semitism, the Crusades, and
demonization of ‘the other’. Justice, courtesy and love must now
replace this. Christians involved in inter-faith dialogue should have

no fear of sharing what God has done for them but there can be no

real encounter if this is combined with an unwillingness to listen

and be moved by what people of other faiths share of their
experience. The challenge for all involved in dialogue is to develop

a heart and mind open to what drives and inspires the religious
lives of others. In the process, both difference and similarity will
emerge.

Participants in the Sixteenth Multifaith Pilgrimage for Peace organizedby Westminster Interfaith, June 2nd 2001.

SIFRE explains
its work at the
Methodist
Conference 
inter-faith event.
Story overleaf...
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‘Service: Christians are called to be good

neighbours to people in need and to challenge

injustice.’ (Our Calling… moving on)

Notice of Motion 14 

was accepted by the Methodist

Conference 2002.

Conscious that the global HIV/AIDS

pandemic is destroying the life of

nations, causing millions of deaths and

untold suffering, 

(a) Conference urges all

congregations to pray

constantly:

■ for a cure

■ for the infected

■ for all those affected 

(b) Conference calls on all members

to consider making a special

contribution towards the

eradication of HIV/AIDS and

ministering to those affected by 

e.g. forfeiting half their holiday

spending and donating to

appeals such as by the MRDF

and Christian Aid’s Choose

Hope. [See also page 4]

(c) Conference furthermore resolves

to be an advocate, calling on

pharmaceutical companies to

make affordable drugs available,

particularly for disadvantaged

nations, and urging Government

to make available substantially

more funding for AIDS research.

This question is as old as ethics itself, and answered by Jesus of Nazareth in the

story of the Good Samaritan who saved the life of a despised foreigner. A

hallmark of Jesus’ ministry was his focus on individuals. We do well to remember

this as we read the articles that follow, thinking of the individuals within the

people-groups, behind the issues and the statistics. We remember too that Jesus

drew many of his examples of faith from amongst those in need, such as the

widow who gave her last coins.

This edition of Mission Matters,

based on the Service aspect of Our

Calling, focuses particularly on the

worldwide pandemic of HIV/AIDS,

which is not just an overseas issue.

The Rev Stephen Penrose begins a

new appointment this month

alongside those in British

communities with HIV/AIDS. 

For those planning to lead worship

on World AIDS Day (1 December

2002), a number of the articles and

resources included here should be

of use (website addresses on pages 

4 & 5).

Through migration, common

affliction and global

communications, our lives are

becoming increasingly intertwined. 

continued over...

Photograph by Rev Dr Martine Stemerick who visited

Southern Africa earlier this year.

‘But who is my neighbour?’

Good News for Children
September 2003

News and resources for Children’s Workers
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In the work you do with children in your church – whether it’s on a Sunday, as part of a uniformed

organisation, midweek club or JMA – have you ever sat down together and thought about strategy?

Why do you work with children? What is the most important aspect of the work you do? Where would

you like to be in five years time?

Staff in the Children’s Section recently met with a small group of ecumenical colleagues and Methodists

who work with children in a variety of locations and groups. We began to look strategically at the work

we do in the Children’s Section of the Connexional Team, as we seek to serve local churches.

This ‘Ideas and Wisdom Day’ will feed into our planning for the next few years. We would also like to

hear how you see the future of children’s work and how the Connexional Team can help.

Why not get all the children’s workers in your church or circuit together and facilitate your own ‘Ideas

and Wisdom Day’? Here is a possible programme outline which could be adapted to suit an evening or

shorter session:

All those who work with children in the Methodist Church 

The Children’s Section

This Link Mailing is full of helpful ideas, suggestions and opportunities. Please read it,

take it to meetings, share it with others…

10 mins Getting to know you exercise. 

15 mins In small groups, identify the challenges,

opportunities and issues facing children

today. Use flipchart paper to record ideas. 

10 mins Short reports from the groups. 

5 mins Identify three or four common issues from

the reports (ours were media, family life,

school, the haves/have-nots). 

15 mins Using the three or four issues identified,

form new groups with participants choosing

the issue they would like to explore further.

Record on flipchart paper three positive and

three negative aspects of each issue. 

10 mins Reports from the groups, including one

positive and one negative aspect. 

10 mins Draw up a list of things to celebrate in the

children’s work your church has done. Are

there any concerns? 

15 mins Reflect on the lists you drew up in the first

half of the meeting and discuss what should

be priorities for your church’s children’s

work in the next five years. 

20 mins Split into whatever groups are appropriate

to think further about these priorities. 

20 mins Report back to each other and agree what

needs to be done next and how. 

Sacred Space

Retreat
3New Eyes

Insert

2

ChurchmembershipSeptember 2002

Information for the Secretary of your church pastoral committee
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e 2 Why

membershipis important

- resources
for

growth

Commitments of membership 

Conference adopted the following wording: 

As a member of the Methodist Church I am called to:

• worship within the local church, including regular sharing in Holy

Communion, and through personal prayer

• learning and caring, through Bible study and meeting for fellowship, so that

I may grow in faith and support others in their discipleship

• service, by being a good neighbour in the community, challenging injustice

and using my resources to support the Church in its mission in the world

• evangelism, through working out my faith in daily life and sharing Christ with

others.

4 
Called byName

6
We could do that …

“Why do we have a problem talking about our

faith?… We need to be more inspiring, more

unpredictable, more spiritual and evangelical,

reclaim the Holy Spirit. Let us speak with

conviction. We can attract members, there is no

such thing as can’t if we are led by the Holy Spirit.”
Elvy Morton, of the Oxford and Leicester District,

attracted warm applause from Conference as she

presented the report of the working group on

Discipleship and Church Membership. Her inspiring

introductory remarks set the tone for the debate,

which began with approving the text of the new

membership ticket for 2002/03. Objections to last

year’s ‘credit card’ style ticket have led to a

completely new design.

The ticket design• The commitments ofmembership areincluded, re-worded to
link to ‘Our Calling’.• There is space for the

member’s name and for
both the minister and
the class leader orpastoral visitor to sign.• The spaces for signing

will be unsealed, sothere should be noproblems in signing the
cards!

• The ticket is in fullcolour, for acontemporary appeal.• The ticket isbiodegradable card, not
plastic, and is folded so
that it can stand up (eg
on a mantelpiece).• The folded size is that

of a credit card, easy to
keep in a wallet.
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The commitments of membership

For further information on the Methodist Church 
in Britain look at the website:

www.methodist.org.uk

Information for your Church Council Secretary and other office holders

How to get help from 
the Connexional TeamAt your service 2003/4

CO-ORDINATING SECRETARIES’ OFFICE

THE CONNEXIONAL TEAM HAS TWO MAIN TASKS

GENERAL SECRETARY/SECRETARY OF THE
CONFERENCE

HOW DO YOU KNOW WHO TO CONTACT?

David Deeks
Contact address as above
Tel 020 7467 5143 Fax 020 7467 5226
E-mail: generalsecretary@methodistchurch.org.uk

WHERE TO FIND US

All names that have ‘MCH’ after them are based at:

Methodist Church House, 25 Marylebone Road, 

London NW1 5JR. Tel: 020 7486 5502

and have e-mail addresses in the following format:
<last name><first initial>@methodistchurch.org.uk
eg Ruby Beech is beechr@methodistchurch.org.uk

Contact details for Team members not based at
Methodist Church House are on the back of this
leaflet. They will be glad to hear from you if you need
to contact them.

Contact address as above
Tel: 020 7486 5502 Fax: 020 7467 5228
E-mail: co-ordsec@methodistchurch.org.uk

• To provide training and resources 
to support the mission of local 
churches, circuits and districts

• To act on behalf of the
Methodist Church to help 
fulfil Our Calling

The Connexional Team needs to keep in touch with you so that:

• Your needs for support and resources are known

• What you think the Methodist Church should be saying and doing is known

This leaflet - which came to you via the Connexional
Link mailing - is to help you to know who to contact
about different areas of the Methodist Church’s life
and mission. These will be the Connexional Team
members that you need to approach to ask for help
or those who need to hear from you about particular
issues.

The six Co-ordinating Secretaries of the Connexional
Team each have responsibilities for particular areas of
the Team’s work.

Keith Reed, Conference and Communication
Ruby Beech, Human and Financial Resources
David Gamble, Legal and Constitutional Practice
Anthea Cox, Public Life and Social Justice
Peter Sulston, Unity in Mission
Jonathan Kerry, Worship and Learning

The inside of this leaflet shows the areas of work and
their key contacts in more detail.

If you are unsure about who can assist you with an
enquiry, contact the Co-ordinating Secretaries’ Office
who will point you in the right direction or give help
themselves. They also want to know if any area of the
Team fails to address your concerns.
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