
 

 

An individual indicates to a minister 

that he or she wishes to explore the 

call to become a local preacher

The individual has an interview with 

the Superintendent

The individual is put ‘on note’ by the 

Local Preachers’ Meeting, and issued 

with a written note from the 

Superintendent, authorising them to 

assist a preacher in the conduct of 

services within the Circuit

Individual conducts full service in 

presence of two preachers, who 

evaluate the service by using a 

Service Report Form (this completes 

unit 3)

Becoming a Methodist Local Preacher 

Initial stages 

‘On Note’ stage (3 months) 

The individual has an interview with 

the Superintendent

The individual is recommended to 

the Local Preachers’ Meeting by one 

of the following:

• The Church council of local church

• A minister

• A local preacher

A mentor is appointed to help with 

practical training and a tutor is 

appointed to oversee study

Individual assists mentor with 

preparation and leading of services, 

and works through units 1-3 of Faith 

& Worship – the local preachers’ 

training programme with their tutor

Individual conducts full service in 

presence of two preachers, who 

evaluate the service by using a 

Service Report Form (this completes 

Preachers report on this service to 

the Local Preachers' Meeting.  If a 

satisfactory report and CRB 

clearence is obtained, individual 

moves to ‘on trial’ stage
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The meeting approves appointment 

and individual signs safeguarding 

declaration.  Individual views course 

Aims and Outcomes and  considers 

whether to apply for exemptions by 

completing Accreditation of Prior 

Experience and Learning form

Individual assists mentor with 

preparation and leading of services, 

3 of Faith 

the local preachers’ 

training programme with their tutor



 

 

Mentor continues to work with 

individual for at least 6 months.  

Thereafter a brief report on a service 

conducted by the individual ‘on trial’ 

will be presented to the Local 

Preachers’ Meeting each quarter.  

Reports are discussed with the 

individual before being presented

Part I Assessment 

Faith & Worship course (or a training 

programme that meets the Methodist 

Council's training specification).  

Individual submits work to Discipleship 

& Ministries for assessment

Part II Assessment - If the decision is 

affirmative, individual completes 

remaining two sections of Faith & 

Worship course.  Individual submits 

work to Discipleship & Ministries for 

assessment

Second Trial Service 

course is completed, individual 

conducts second ‘trial’ service in 

presence of two preachers (one of 

whom is normally a minister) and 

church steward.  The trial service is 

reported on to the Circuit Local 

Preachers’ Meeting

If Circuit Meeting approves, they 

arrange for the individual to be 

admitted as a local preacher at a 

public religious service

‘On Trial’ stage (2 to 5 years) 

Admission as a Local Preacher 

Part I Assessment - Individual follows 

Faith & Worship course (or a training 

programme that meets the Methodist 

Council's training specification).  

Individual submits work to Discipleship 

& Ministries for assessment

First Trial Service – After two sections 

of the course are completed, 

individual conducts a ‘trial’ service in 

presence of two preachers and a 

church steward.  The trial service is 

reported on to the Circuit Local 

Preachers’ Meeting

Second Trial Service – When the 

course is completed, individual 

conducts second ‘trial’ service in 

presence of two preachers (one of 

whom is normally a minister) and 

church steward.  The trial service is 

reported on to the Circuit Local 

Preachers’ Meeting

Second interview - individual is 

interviewed on growth in 

understanding of faith and their 

maturing Christian experience.  

Individual needs to satisfy Christian 

and Methodist doctrinal standards, 

and accepts to observe the duties of a 

local preacher

If Circuit Meeting approves, they 

arrange for the individual to be 

admitted as a local preacher at a 

public religious service

Within a year of accreditation, 

the local preacher completes a 

project (Unit 18) and makes a ten 

minute presentation on the 

project to the Local Preachers 

Meeting as part of their 

continuing development
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First Interview - individual is 

interviewed on Christian experience, 

call to preach, and challenges of being 

‘on trial’.  The meeting makes a 

decision on whether individual should 

continue ‘on Trial’

If the meeting is satisfied, then the 

individual is recommended to the 

Circuit Meeting to be admitted as a 

local preacher


