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Christian agencies join forces to help eradicate poverty 

As part of this year's MAKEPOVERTYHISTORY campaign, churches and Christian agencies are coming together to mobilise Christians to take action and urge the Government to make the eradication of poverty a priority in 2005, through trade justice, debt cancellation and more and better aid.  

On Saturday 29 January, as part of the launch of the wider campaign, an ecumenical event in central London will bring together Christians, activists, church leaders, other faith leaders, and anyone who wants to know more about how they can help make poverty history. The event will include talks from Christian leaders and campaigning experts, as well as music, action and a marketplace area where people can learn how to get more involved. All are welcome to attend. 

Joel Edwards, General Director of the Evangelical Alliance, will talk on 'Why should we make poverty history?' and Martin Drewry from Christian Aid, Stephen Rand from the Jubilee Debt Campaign, Alison Fenney from CAFOD and Paul Chitnis from SCIAF will give talks on: 'How can we make poverty history?' There will also be the chance to hear a southern perspective from Zimbabwean human rights activist Janah Ncube. 

The MAKEPOVERTYHISTORY coalition sees 2005 as a unique opportunity for the UK to influence industrialised countries. This year, the UK Government will host the gathering of G8 leaders in July and assume presidency of the EU member states. Chief Secretary to the Treasury, Paul Boateng, will address the event, to explain what the Government plans to do during the year. 

'It is great to see people of all faiths and none working together to make poverty history in 2005,' explains Stephen Rand, local church leader and speaker at the event. 'This event is a wonderful opportunity to make sure churches have the inspiration and information to get involved – after all, Christians are followers of Jesus who brought good news to the poor. Churches were key to Jubilee 2000: once again they have a vital role to play.'

The day will include participants making a 'commitment to action' during the year, and close with a worship. 

Members of the public wishing to give their support or get a white band should sign on at www.makepovertyhistory.org. People can also make their voices heard and exert pressure on Tony Blair and the UK government by sending a white band message by text, email or post, calling on the government to reverse the injustice of poverty in 2005.  

For more information, see www.makepovertyhistory.org and www.makepovertyhistory-churches.org
For further information, please contact:

Finola Robinson, CIIR, on 020 7288 8619 or at finola@ciir.org 

Patrick Nicholson, CAFOD, on 0207 326 5559 or at pnicholson@cafod.org.uk
Claire Shelley, Christian Aid, on 020 7523 2419, cshelley@christian-aid.org
Abby King, Tearfund, on 020 8943 7901 or at abby.king@tearfund.org
Eulette Ewart, World Vision, at eulette.ewart@worldvision.org.uk
Stephen Rand, Jubilee Debt Campaign, on 07889 158215 or at stephen@jubileedebtcampaign.org.uk
-Ends-
Notes to editors

· The MAKEPOVERTYHISTORY church launch will take place at Bloomsbury Baptist Church, 235 Shaftesbury Avenue, from 11am to 4pm on 29 January 2005. Fair trade tea and coffee will be provided but please bring your own lunch.
· This event has been organised by the main church agencies and denominations as part of MAKE POVERTYHISTORY: CIIR; CAFOD; Christian Aid; Tearfund; World Vision; USPG; MRDF; CMS; SCIAF; Evangelical Alliance; Micah Challenge; SPEAK; URC; Church of England; Catholic Bishops Conference of England and Wales; Methodist Church; Baptist Union of Great Britain; The Salvation Army; Church of Scotland; Mothers Union; Churches Together in England.  

· The wider MAKE POVERTYHISTORY campaign brings together more than 100 aid organisations, campaigns, trade unions, faith groups and celebrities united by a common belief that 2005 offers an unprecedented opportunity for global change. The coalition is part of the Global Call to Action Against Poverty, a worldwide movement that will come together at key points during 2005 to take action to end poverty. 

· By mobilising popular support across a string of events and actions, including a massive march in Edinburgh on 2 July to mark the G8 meeting of world leaders, MAKE POVERTYHISTORY will urge the government and international decision-makers to rise to the challenge of 2005.

· The public can show their support for the campaign by wearing a white band. To find out more about the white bands and where they are available visit www.makepovertyhistory.org
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